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Jamaica Dogwood (Piscidia Erythrina.) 
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By Louisa Reed Stowell, Vi. S Assistant M pica! Botany in the 
University of Michigar 
{OR a long time all that was known regarding 








this plant, was the fact, that the natives em- 
ployed the bark of the root f aking fish in some 
of the larger rivers; hence its name piscidia eryth- 
rina—from piscis, a flsh.—A_ certain antity of 
the powdered bark of the root yuld be thrown 


into the water with the certainty of stupefying or 
Narcotizing a large number of the fish. These 
would float on the top of the water and so were 
easily caught. It killed tl l 


he smaller fish and some- 


times even the larger ones. Fish caught in this 
Manner were eaten without hesitation and were 
not considered unwholesome. 

The common name is Jamaica dogwood, at one 


time it was called Linné 
“fish-catching coral-tree,’ 
quite extensively 


erythri 
and 
in Brazil under 


na piscipula—the 


it has been sold 


the name of 






and 
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mulungi or murungt. It belongs to the natural 
order Legumi 2c. It is found in the islands of 
the West Indies and is i enous in the Antilles, 
where it is extensively distributed, fiourishing 
chiefly in the lowlands, and on calcareous and 
voleanic soil in the vicinity of the coast. It is 
found most freq in Jamaica. It is a small 
tree of about twenty feet in height, of very irregu- 























1x spreading branches, with long compound leaves, 
The leaflets are opposite, three or four paired, 
with an odd on 1ey are oblong or elliptical, 

ided at base, entire, somgwhat coriaceous, 
about two inches long and quite pointed. When 
young the leaves are covered on both surfaces with 
minute but when old they are nearly smooth. 
The lower surface is paler than the upper and 
covered with minute white dots. The leaves are 
shed early in the yé and previous to the de- 
velopm nt of the new foliage the flowers make 
their appearance. The wood is considered valuable 
being very heavy and resembling our English oak 


| in durability and firmness. 


The pulverized bark of the root is the part em- 


ployed in catching ‘fish, and the bark of the root 
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is the part used in medicine and should be gathered 
during inflorescence, otherwise it is unreliable. 

Description.—The bark of commerce appears in 
pieces of two to four inches in length and from 
one to two inches wide and about an eighth of an 
inch in thickness. The outer surface of some of 
the pieces is of a dark grey brown, while others 
are of a yellow brown with no shade of grey pre- 
sent. The bark is frequently studded with flattened 
protuberances of a lighter color than the surround- 
ing cork. 

The central part of the 
colored and when wet or freshly 
peculiar blue-green color. 


bark is much 
broken 


lighter 
is of a 


A 





| 
| 


| 





The inner part of the bark is of a dark brown 
color and vety fibrous. It has a strong disagree- 
able odor of opium when broken into pieces. It 
is strongly acrimonious and produces a 
sensation in the mouth and pharynx. 

Microscopical Structure.—The cork or outer bark 
(see figure 1. a) is composed of about fifteen rows 
of thin-walled, regular, parenchymatous cells, brick 


burning 


shaped and arranged radially; 7. ¢., the length of 
the cell standing parallel with the radius. They 
are generally empty. 

The middle or green layer of the bark (4) is 
composed of thin-walled, long, oval cells. In the 


longitudinal section they are arranged tangentially, 


B 


Jamaica Dogwood. A, lengintine section. B, cross section. a, outer bark or cork. b, middle bark, or green layer. 
1 


c, inner bark or liber layer. d, liber bundles. 


e, medullary rays. 


f. crystals. x 37 diameters. 
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t. ¢., the longest diameter of the cell is at right 
angles with the radius. They average about I-250 
of an inch in length, and about one fourth as wide, 
containing clear white chlorophyll bodies and dead 
protoplasm and chlorophyll Occasionally a crystal 
is found as if by accident. In the cross section 
the cells are oval or round and of irregular sizes. 
Sometimes oil cells are present. The cell walls 
themselves seem to have absorbed coloring matter, 
for they are not a clear white as is usually the 
case with cellulose. 

The inner layer of the bark or the liber layer 
(c) constitutes the principal part of the bark, fre- 
quently being four-fifths of the whole bark. It is 
composed principally of regular parenchymatous 
cells of nearly equal diameters, and with thin walls. 
These cells are quite regular toward the inner sur- 
face of the bark and grow more irregular toward 
the outer edge of this layer. Some of the cells 
show pitted marks, which are deposits of cellulose 
on the cell walls. 

Bundles of liber fibre are arranged in concentric 
rings through this part of the bark, hence its name 
liber layer. On a cross section (see figure 1, B) 
these fibres are composed of hexagonal cells with 
very thick walls, having only a spot or a central 
line for an opening. On a longitudinal section the 
fibers are frequently 1-10 of an inch in length. It 
is these long cells of the liber fibre that gives the 
fibrous structure to the inside of the bark. On 
either side of the bundles of liber fibre are rows of 
polyhedral crystals of calcium oxalate. 

Medullary rays composed of regular brick shaped 
cells similar to those of the cork are seen traver- 
sing this layer. This part of the bark contains be- 
sides the liber and crystals of calcium oxalate, 
some oil ducts and resin glands,—apparently dif- 
ferent in no respect from the surrounding cells,— 
some small scattered laticiferous tissue and separate 
oil drops. 


Physiological Action.—I\t is said to be ‘‘a cerebro- 
spinal drug, expending its influence almost entirely 
upon the nervous system. It causes at first an in- 
creased activity of the cerebrum. This is shortly 
followed by a dazed feeling. There is a violent 
itching pain in the upper portion of the medulla 
oblongata, with nervous trembling.” 

It causes burning soreness in the eyes and heat 
in the internal structure. The eyes look wild and 
‘staring and there is a constant movement. There 
is excoriation in the nares posteriores with sneez- 
ing and coryza. 


the temples. It 


There is also an aching pain in 
induces labored breathing, and 
gradually the whole body comes under its influence. 
There is an intense excitatiom of the nervous 
system, causing a hot flush over the entire body, 
the pulse is increased ten or fifteen pulsations with 
pain in the heart and restlessness, which, however, 
is quickly succeeded by obliviousness.’’* 
“Experiments upon animals have demonstrated the 
power of this drug in large doses, to produce prompt 
while it does not 


affect the great centers of innervation—cerebellum 


paralysis of the motor nerves, 


and medulla,—the great sympathetic nerve or the 
smooth or non-striated muscular fibre, neither does 
it affect the seat of intelligence, the heart rhythm, 
the temperature, or the peristaltic action.’’+ 





*George William Winterburn, M. D. 
tProf, Fernando Altamarano, M. D., of Mexico, 





Properties and Uses.—Dr. William Hamilton of 
England speaks of this plant as a powerful nar- 
cotic, capable of producing sleep and relieving 
pain in an extraordinary manner. 


6 


In Brazil it has an established reputation as a 


nervous sedative. Its action seems to be over the 
nervous centers; it causes sleep without producing 
the cerebral hyperemia, nausea and nervous dis- 


turbances, which succeed opium and morphia, 


The sleep is tranquil and refreshing; it soothes 
bronchial cough and moderates the paroxysm of 
asthma and nervous coughs.’’} 

The active principle is a resinoid, soluble only 
in strong alcohol. 

The dose is from 30 drops to two fluidrachms. 
It is applied externally as well as given internally. 

Its most valuable therapeutic use is assuaging 
nervous pain and producing sleep. 

Siege ae 


[Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Jamaica Dogwood (Piscidia Erythrina) 
in the Treatment of Contagious 
Gonorrhea. 


By W. H. Bentley, M. D., LL.D, Valley Oak, Ky. 





e 
GAZETTE that 
I have not, as a rule, succeeded in the manage- 


MUST say to the readers ot the 


ment of gonorrhoea according to my wishes; and 


t 
certainly, very often, not as 1 thought I hada 


right to expect. 
True, 1 have read many fine theories on the 





subject, and many elegant statements of ‘* magical 


cures” wrought this or that mode of treatment, 





le 





but, as a general rule, when I have come. to put 
them into practice failures have been so significant, 
and so pronounced, that, to put it mildly, 1 have 
not often had reason to feel flattered. 

I have pretty thoroughly tested most methods 
that have, from time to time, been so confidently 
recommended, and have found all more or less 
defective,—‘*‘ Weighed in the balance and found 
wanting.” 

Take the plan, which surely 
has the merit of being old enough, and what good 


‘* Balsam Copaiba’ 


results from it? I have kown patients, who, 


assure me that they had faithfully pursued it for 
more than twelve months, with no other results 
than a badly impaired digestion. The injection 
plan, as usually practiced, with strong astringent 
lotions, is a splendid way to get up strictures. 
Then what next? Echo answers, What ! 

I freely confess that I have, as a general thing, 
been more successful in 


treating syphilis than 


gonorrhoea, At any rate my remedies have pro- 
duced more tangible and well pronounced results. 
In my 
differences in the 
and under different 
extended over a period of 


practice, too, I have found marked 


different periods 
circumstances, and my 


disease at 


about 
twenty-five years, and embraces the eventful times 


practice has 
of our late civil war, a time, when I think, vene- 
real diseases attained the very acme of virulence 
and malignity. At that time I was residing in a 
city which was constantly occupied with troops of 
one or the other contending armies, and for a 
long while it seemed that the soldier who was 


+C, H. Hansen, M. D, 
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completely free from these affections, was an 
exception rather than one falling under the rule. 
During the time I treated thousands of cases. As 
a general rule the gonorrhceal soldiers were terri- 
bly tormented by chordee and priapism. 

During these days I endeavored to make a thor- 
ough study of gonorrhcea. The 
with the exception of podophyll 


lar form, I virtually abandoned inter 


result was, that, 








mostly in pilu- 
nal remedies, 
and relied generally upon Of the 
the aqueous extract of opium, rubbed up with a 








injections. _ 


little water, injected in small quantities and retained 
attachment of the 


opposite the inferior frenum 


as long as possible, by applying the finger over 


the outlet of the urethra constituted the most effi- 
cient plan that I tried. 


with weak injections of alum or sul 


Occasionally I alternated 


phate of zinc, 


one grain to the ounce, which strength was, on 


gradually to four 


some occasions, increased, very 

or five times this proportion. A cure generally 
resulted within a very few days. Sometimes, how- 
ever, the case extended over some weeks. Where 
litmus paper showed acidity of the  gonor- 
rhoeal discharge, I found borax in varying 


strengths of from one to five grains of the salt to 


the fluidounce of water, better than any acidulous 
astringent. 

A little, prior to the close of our civil war, I 
settled in Kentucky. During a few years immeci- 
ately 
practice, which grew gradually smaller 
to 


following I had a rather extensive venereal 


as people 





more and more a better and high¢ 


Four years since, owing to a real estate 
this 


returned 
socialism. 
live 


transaction, 1 came to reside in place. I 


niles from the nearest railroad station, seven- 


and twenty-two from the next 


ten 
teen from the next, 
nearest. The vicinity is very moral, according to 
the standard of morality 
erected for themselves. There is very little sexual 
licentiousness here, and what there is, is conducted, 


which the people have 


as a general thing, clandestinely. 
A little over a year ago a Cyprian “tramp” 


took up her abode a short distance from the 


town. Soon 
infected with gonorrhoea, and among them was an 


some fifteen different parties were 


old widower, who had assumed the ‘“‘ yoke” 


than forty years previous. 


more 


Nine of these cases, including that of the aged 
widower fell under my treatment. 
man had recently engaged to marry, and the *‘ 
pyfied nuptials ” 
course, his then 
So his ingenuity was taxed in getting up dilatory 
excuses, and them to front. I 
placed him on the same treatment that I did his 


The old gentle- 
hap- 
Of 


precluded. 


were soon to be celebrated. 


present condition 


mustering the 
younger brethren, namely: bowels kept moderately 
open by means of pills composed of podophyllin, 
aloes and soap; injections of fluid extract Jamaica 
dogwood, (P., D. & Co.,) ten minims to the ounce 
of water, three times daily, and oftener if chordee 
invaded, followed in a couple of 
in water, five grains of the 


hours by a solu- 
tion of common alum 
salt to the ounce of the fluid. 

Seven of the ‘‘young bloods” were well at the 
end of a week ; the eighth at the end of ten days, 
but the old gentleman became dissatisfied at the end 
of seven or eight days, and sought other counsel, 
who gave him a sirong solution of bluestone, (sul- 


phate of copper). After the family retired, our hero 
tried a couple of syringefuls of Dr. I.’s ‘‘ panacea.” 


The result of this was to cause him the most 
excruciating torture. He was now in a predica- 
ment, He was ashamed to return to. me, 
and he verily feared serious consequences if 
he repeated the last process. The discharge 
growing rapidiy more profuse, he determined to 


try me again. After thoroughly washing out bis 






with warm 
treatment, 


urethra by means ofa back-action syrin 


re, 


soapsuds, I replaced him upon same 







giving him in addition, internally, one-half fluid 
drachm of the fluid extract of Jamaica dogwood 
every three or four hours, keeping the penis 


wrapped with cloths kept well moistened with the 
same, the patient confined to bed all the while on 
a generous diet. 

to assist in 


His intended bride came over nurs- 


ing him for two weeks through a case of ‘‘ typhoid 


fever,” at the end of which time I pronounced him 
well, but advised postponement of the marriage 
two weeks longer. The parties complied, and, 


when the probationary time had expired, the happy 
bridegroom led to the hymeneal altar his smiling 
bride. 

I have since tested this mode of treatment in 
several cases with gratifying results, but I do not 
claim this as and so | shall not apply 
for the reward recently offered by a correspondent 
the GAZETTE. 

Apropos of that reward. 


** specific,” 


of 
think it will 
rats, a new 


I do not 
like 


species invades and drives out the old one, 


ever be called for, unless, the 


a 


{Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Cascara Amarga in Syphilis—With a 
Case. 





By A. J. Roe, M. D., Taylorsville, ili, 

” a most laborious work by Professor Back, of 

Christiana, etitled ‘‘ Recherches sur Ja Syphilis,” 
there is a detailed account of the treatment of 
syphilis in Norway, with mercury, without mercury, 
and by means of syphilisation. It seems that in 
the Christiana Hospital there were 348 males and 
100 femalestreated by Hahnemann’s soluble mercury; 
385 males and 81 females were treated with calo- 
mel; 46 males and 20 females were treated with 
protoiodide of mercury; 149 
with epsom salts and topical remedies; 22 cases by 


cases were treated 


iodide of and 344 cases were treated 
by external remedies. Prof. Boeck wished to see 
whether any treatment was capable of 


potassium ; 


preventing 


secondary symptoms, 


In 1008 cases treated by mercury, 242, 
or 24 per cent. became afflicted; and in 522 
treated without it, 77, or I4 per cent., be- 
came afflicted. Professor Boeck, in a visit paid 


1866, assured Drs. Drysdale and 
his 


to London in 
Dunn that he would be quite content if 
in London should lead London practi- 
tioners to discard mercury, forcibly 
styled the ‘‘devilish remedy” in syphilis. Although 
we with Prof. Boeck as to the 
utter worthlessness of mercury in syphilis, we 
will certainly all agree that if a remedy can be 
that the same specific control over 


ex- 
periments 
which he 


cannot all agree 


found has 


the various manifestations of this protean disease 
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without any of the disadvantages possessed by mer- 
cury, such a remedy would be gladly accepted. 

Cascara amarga was first brought to public notice 
as a remedy for syphilis by Prof. A. Atkinson, 
of Baltimore, who reported several cases of con- 
stitutional syphilis under his care as having been 
cured by it. At the time the report of its efficacy ap- 
peared in the GAzeTTE, I had under my charge a bad 
case of constitutional syphilis of more than twelve 
years’ standing, in which all the usual remedies 
including berberis aquifolium, folia caroba, and 
the sulphate of copper had been tried, but with 
little or no benefit. The patient felt better and 
his general condition was very much improved 
while under the use of the berberis aquifolium 
and folia caroba, both of which remedies act 
admirably in old, broken-down cases of constitu- 
tional syphilis, but in no case treated with either 
of those remedies alone, has 
of the disease been changed, or its peculiar mani- 
festation prevented; consequently I am of the 
opinion that they do not possess any specific 


the regular course 


properties in this direction. 

Whether cascara amarga does possess any spe- 
cific power in constitutional syphilis I will leave 
the reader to judge from its action in the fol- 
lowing case: 

Mr. P. et. 37 years, and by occupation a far- 
mer, contracted syphilis while on a_ visit to 
Chicago a little over twelve years ago. He 
consulted an eminent physician of that city 
as soon as the sore made its appearance, 
who cauterized it at once, and prescribed the 
proto-iddide of mercury, internally. The patient 
continued this treatment for several weeks when 
profuse salivation set in, and he was obliged to 
keep quiet and partake of liquid nourishment for 
nearly two weeks. When he was able to get about 
he called on his former physician and informed 
him of the result of the treatment. He was then 
given the iodide of potash together with the usual 
tonics and alteratives. This treatment was con- 
tinued for more than a year, and all signs of the 
disease disappeared. About two years after this 
time it again made its appearance, the patient 
being troubled with sore throat ulcerated tongue, 
and general debility. He was again obliged to 
consult a physician, who gave him the iodide of 
potash with the usual alteratives and tonics. The 
disease has maintained its full sway ever since in 
spite of all that could be done to_ prevent 
it. When the case came into my hands, now 
some two years ago, I was well satisfied from all 
I could learn from the patient’s past history that 
the iodide of potash had held the disease in check, 
but was unable to bring about a cure. I, there- 
fore, determined to rely upon the iodide of potash 
to tide the disease over the breakers which made 
their appearance at each change of the season in 
violent inflammation and ulceration of the throat, 
tongue and adjacent tissues, and rely on the vege 
table alteratives and tonics in the interval to bring 
about a permanent cure. 

Since the case has been in my hands the follow- 
ing remedies have been administered without any 
Material benefit: Phytolacca  decandra, _ ber- 
beris aquifolium, folia caroba, rhamnus cathar- 
ticus, stillingia, and the various compound al- 








terative syrups. Besides these the sulphate 
of copper treatment so highly praised as a 
specific for syphilis by Drs. Miller and Oberlin, 
of Paris, was given a fair trial without, however, 
producing the slightest benefit. 

Seeing Prof. Atkinson’s high recommendation of 
cascara amarga in the THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE I 
determined to give it a trial in this case. I there- 
fore ordered a quantity of the fluid extract of the 
drug direct from Parke, Davis & Co., and imme- 
diately put the patient on teaspoonful doses three 
times a day, ordering it to be taken in a tumbler 
full of water before each meal. In order to fully 
satisfy myself as to the value of this remedy in 
syphilis, | strictly forbade any other remedy what- 
ever during its continuance. 

When the patient began taking this remedy his 
condition was about as follows: Little or no 
appetite, skin dry and harsh, bowels constipated, 
indisposition to exertion and great mental depres- 
sion with periodical spells of irritability. There 
were also ulcers on the inside of both cheeks and 
lips with considerable thickening and deep ulcera- 
tions and fissures on the tongue, which was ragged 
on the edge and causing the patient considerable 
pain. The above symptoms or condition had 
existed for years, getting better and then worse 
again, but never entirely disappearing. 

Besides the internal administration of cascara 
amarga I directed the patient to use a combination 
of iodoform and camphorated phenol as a wash 
for the uicerations in the mouth. This was used 
full strength, and was prepared as follows: 
One part of pure carbolic acid crystals were com- 
bined with two parts of gum camphor, and the 
mixture set aside until liquified. 1 then added 
thirty grains of iodoform to each ounce of the 
mixture. I have found this combination to be a 
most excellent one in syphilitic ulcerations of the 
mouth and tongue. Indulgence in liquors or tobacco 
was strictly prohibited, as I have never yet seen 
any benefit derived from any treatment where their 
use was persisted in, and no physician should 
treat a case of syphilis unless the patient first 
agrees to abstain from their use. 

Up to the present time the patient has taken 
altogether one pound and a half of the fluid extract 
of cascara amarga, and no signs of the syphilis 
now remain, except a slight elevated ridge upon 
the inner side of the right cheek, which may have 
resulted from the use of mercury, and the patient 
has regained his usual strength and weight. The 
change in the season was sately passed without a 
recurrence of his former symptoms, such as_ head- 
ache, swelling of the parotid glands and great 
depression with irritability of the nervous system. 
Cascara amarga is the only remedy that has ever 
yet succeeded in abating these symptoms, conse- 
quently I am obliged to believe it possesses a 
specific power in syphilis. 

In conclusion | desire to say that I consider 
cascara amarga as being a tonic, alterative, and 
diuretic, besides possessing the above specific 
properties in a high degree. Its eliminative and 
antiseptic properties would seem to indicate its use 
as a remedy in chronic catarrhal affections of the 
kidneys and urinary tract, but time and experience 
alone can determine this. If this remedy should 
continue to act in other cases of syphilis as it has 
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in the one treated by me, it will be the most im- | taken nearly all of the old, tried remedies. She 


portant discovery in medicine since vaccination. 
I have no theory to offer in explanation of its 
mode of action in syphilis more than to state that 
in my opinion it cures syphilis by eliminating the 
specific element from the blood by the way of the 
skin and urine. I am led to this view of its action 
from having noticed peculiar minute vesicles that 
constantly formed on various parts of the patient’s 
body during treatment, and the antiseptic effect 
produced on the urine, which would remain with- 
out decomposition for several days after it passed, 
the quantity being considerably increased. 
seins ia enti 
(Written for the Therapeutic Gazette ) 
Berberis Aquifolium, 
By J. G. Harvey, A. M.. M. D., Grove City, Ili 


“ASE 1. 
scrofulous enlargement of lymphatics of 
with suppurating ulcers of long standing (about one 
year), discharges from ulcers very profuse and 
offensive. 
lodine and all of the usual anti-scrofulous reme- 
dies having proved of no benefit, I put her on the 
following: 


Girl zt. 2 years, of healthy parentage ; 
neck 


BR FI. ext. berberis aquifolii., % ss. 
Syr. Simp. 3 ij. 
Aque,  jss. 

M. Sig.—One-half teaspoonful three times a day. 

No local treatment. In three weeks the ulcers 
had nearly healed, and my little patient’s general 
health had greatly improved. I feel satisfied that 
the berberis will effect a permanent cure. This 
had been an unusually obstinate case having re- 
sisted all of the usual remedies. I considered it a 
good case in which to test the merits of berberis 
as an alterative and therefore gave it alone, so 
that there could be no question as to its effects, 
which so far have been highly satisfactory. 
On the last of December, 1880, I was 
called to see Mrs. A. F. et. 37. I found her 
suffering from white-swelling of about two years 
standing; her knee was enormously swollen, with 
cedema of foot and leg, pulse running from 140 to 
150, temperature under tongue varying LOI to 104 
morning and evening, patient very weak and ema- 
degree, with a bed over 
inches across and ulcerated 


Case 2. 


the last sore 
sacrum about three 
through skin and tissues down to the covering of 
the bones, mouth filled with sores, no 
appetite, and in fact about as low as she could 


ciated to 


canker 


well get and live. 

January ist, 1881, I lanced her knee freely and 
put her on beroderis aquifolium: 

RB  Berberis aquifolii, fl. ext., 3 ss. 
Syrup et. aquz q. s. ad. 3 jv. 

M. Sig.—One teaspoonful three times day. 

In a short time the bed sore began to heal and 
the swelling to diminish. 

At the present writing, March 3d, she has gained 
about twenty pounds, has a good appetite and good 
digestion, pulse averages 100, temperature 
about normal, is able to move the leg some, and 
can sit up in bed. The swollen knee and leg has 
reduced in size about one-half, and the bed sore 


about 


has entirely healed. : 
This case had been under the treatment of sev- 
eral physicians and from all I could learn, had 





had taken iron, quinine, and iodine for a long 
time with no apparent benefit. 

I gave her the berberis aquifolium with no other 
remedy except stimulants and a good nourishing 
diet, used carbolized sweet oil on bed sore and a 
solution of iodide of potassium locally for ‘‘cankered 
sore mouth,” with free opening for the pus and 
broken down matter to escape from the tissues in 
and around the knee. 

The constitutional 
largely due to the alterative action of 


consider 
the berberis 


improvement I 


aquifolium. 

This patient is descended from 
family and was predisposed to tuberculosis. 

The disease of the knee I consider of a tubercu- 


a consumptive 


lous character. 
es 
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A Case of Urethral Chancre, with Pe- 
euliar Course. 
By Benj D. Lay, M. D., Grenada, Miss. 
\W G., xt. 27; stature, low; form, slight; 
* appearance, anemic: occupation, tinner 
Was raised on the lower coast near New 


Orleans; has been here eight months. Six months 
ago, he contracted what he was told was gonorr 


hoea. Applied to me, March 2ist, 1881. Examin- 
ation showed, Ist that an internal chancre had 
eaten its way from the urethra to the surface, 


making a sinuous opening of a line in diameter 
and 2% inchesin length. Passage of Maisoneuve’s 
bulbous sound showed the chancre to be at the 
beginning of the middle third of the urethral canal 
as defined by Ricord. 
He had been for five 
and had been steadily growing 


evening of his sending for me he was siezed with 


months under treatment, 


worse. On the 
retention of urine. Urine 
lent 
tended almost 


rapidly secreting, vio 
pain in lower perineal region, bladder dis 
to bursting. For thirty-six hours 
there had been only a dribble of urine after ex- 
cessive effort, and for six hours there had been 
absolutely none. Examination per rectum showed 
a largely swollen prostate. From the urethra and 
from the sinus there flowed a quantity of sanious 
and ichorus pus. Bowels constipated. 

Diagnosis.—Syphilitic gonorrhoea, extending for- 
ward and backwards, involving prostate. 

Treatment, — Absolute rest for thirty-six hours. 
Hot fomentation to pelvic and perineal 
renewed every fifteen minutes. 


regions, 


BR Hydrarg sub. mur., grs. xvj 
Pil hydrag, 9j. 
Atropiz sulph., gr. %. 
M. —et. div. in pil. no. viij 


Sig. One every two hours. 
After twelve hours, move bowels with seltzer 
aperient. Immediately after the alvine action 


gave fluid extract gelsemium, gtt. xxx, repeat every 
¥% hour. After three doses of the latter | passed 
a No. 8 catheter without trouble. 
I then put him on 
BR Hydrarg chlor. cor., grs, viij- 
Ammonii chloridi, 9ss. 
Aquez dest., 3 j. 
Syrup sarsz. co., 3 vij. 
M. Sig.—A teaspoonful three times a day after 
meals. 
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I passed a filiform sound armed with fuming 
nitric acid through the sinus, and a No. 6 bougie 
armed with same through the urethra to below the 
chancre. 

Renewed the hot fomentations, and ordered: 

BR Quiniz sulph, 3ss. 
Piperin, grs., X. 
Hydrarg. sub. mur., grs. x. 

M. In capsules, no. xii. 

Sig.—One night and morning as needed. 

After this there was no further trouble concern- 
ing the passage of urine. 

Next day, gave 

BR Ext. yerba reume fluidi, 3 iij. 
Atropiz sulph, ers. ij. 
Aquez rosz, 3 jv. 

M. Ft. injection. 

Sig.—Inject 2 drachms three times a day through 
catheter. 

Discharge cured on fourteenth day. 

; — 
|Written tor The Therapeutic Gazette.) 
Gonorrhea treated with Kava 
and Yerba Reuma. 


By J. M. Blackorby, M. D., Milford, Ky 


Kava 


MONG the many drugs used by the professton 
[ in the treatment of gonorrhoea may be classed 
the two articles heading this paper In the treat- 
ment of a case of chronic gonorrhoea | have found 
nothing preferable, in fact nothing that seems so 
well to meet all the demands necessary to a speedy 
and permanent cure. In treating some of the 
more severe acute attacks, when the early febrile 
symp'oms run very high, I sometimes begin the 
treatment with such other remedies as are indicated 
to reduce the fever and quiet nervous excitement, 
following these with the two articles above named. 
‘That my mode of treatment may be more easily 
comprehended, I will refer to a few cases taken 
from my nvte book with the course of treatment 
given in each ease. 

aS ae a 
this man May 26th 1879, fora case of gonorrhoea 
Had been treated 


bar-tender Was consulted by 


of some three months’ standing. 
up to this time by another physician of our place, 
but with no benefit. Found patient with firm 
pulse 108 and hard, temperature 101% , skin dry, 
tongue heavily coated and pasty, mucous mem- 
branes pale. In this case I gave no cathartic 
medicine as the bowels were moved twice a day 
on an average, but prescribed: 
BR Sodii sulphitis gr. xvj 
Podophyllin gr. jss 
Mix and divide in chart No. 8 
Sig. one to be given every six hours. This I 
supplemented with: 
B Tr. verat., virid., gtts. xx 
Spts etheris, nit. 3 jv 
Aque dest, 3 iv 
M. Sig. 
until the pulse was reduced to 80, unless the med- 


A teaspoonful to be given every hour 


icine produced sickness, in which event, the drops 
are to be given every two or three hours, as_ the 
case required. 

I saw the case on the evening of the 28th found 
him relieved of fever, tongue clear, pulse and tem- 
perature normal and the patient ready to receive 


| 


| 
| 


the necessary treatment for the gonorrhoea, which 
was discharging freshly. For this I prescribed: 
B Ext. kavze kave fluidi, 3 iij 
Spts. etheris nitrosi, 3 j 
Elixir simplicis, 3 1j. 
Mix. Sig. 
supplemented this with the following: 


A teaspoonful three times daily; and 


BR Ext. yerbe reumez fluidi, 3 j 
Aquz dest. 3 v. 

Mix, and inject a small syringeful into the urethra 
three times daily. This patient was entirely well 
after using one bottle of kava kava mixture and 
two bottles of the yerba reuma mixture. I am 
quite certain I have never had a case of gonorrhoea 
of the same intensity of symptoms relieved so 
speedily as was this case. The patient told me he 
had had the disease several times before, and had 
never obtained so speedy and complete relief in 
either attack, and had been treated by able physi- 
cians in all the attacks, but with very nauseous and 
disagreeable remedies. 


C. .B., 


the s 


wet. 23, contracted a case of gonorrhoea in 


pring of 1580 and was treated by physicians 
in Indiana for several weeks, and on leaving there 
and going to Southern Kentucky was subsequently 
treated for the same attack by two physicians in 
that part of the state; in all about six months, but 
without a cure. On his return home to this part 
of Kentucky, he called on me to examine him and 
prescribe for him. I found this patient full of 
malaria contracted while in Indiana and Southern 
Kentucky, and hence began the treatment by at- 
tempting to break up the malarial influence in the 
system. To do this first prescribed two compound 
cathartic pills at bed time, followed in the morning 
with castor oil if necessary. This was supplement- 
ed with cinchonidia sulph. in five grain doses four 
times a day the last on retiring Continued the 
cinchonidia for several days, then prescribed the 
following for the urethritis 

BRB Ext. kavee kave fluidi 3 iij 
Ext. berberis aquifol. fluidi 3 ij 
Elixir. simplicis % ij. 


M. Sig. 
and to use as an urethral injection the following: 


A dessert spoonful three times daily, 


BR Ext. verb reumee fluidi 3 ij 
Aque dest., 3 vj 

Mix. Inject one syringeful four times a day. 

As this patient did not live near me I failed to 
to see him for five or six weeks, at which time he 
told me he was entirely well and had used but 
little over one-half the medicine. I have seen him 
on an average once in two weeks this spring and 
during the winter and he tells me he has no 
symptom of gleet following his disease. I could 
present many more cases from my _ note book, 
some of them rare specimens of the disease, cured 
by the same treatment but it would only be to re- 
capitulate. My object in writing this article, is to 
show the result of the effect of the two leading 
drugs in the use I have made of them in my 
practice. As yet [ have no ground of complaint 
of them and should I be again called to treat a 
case of gonorrhoea, acute or chronic, I would use 
these drugs, premised by such other treatment as 
the indications in each case seemed to demand. In 
the kava kava we have an agent that seems to 
meet several demands in the treatment of urethral 
inflammations. As a blennostatic I think it not 
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inferior to any that I have found, and it seems in 
my hands to have earned an enviable reputation 
as a sure and powerful diuretic, largely increasing 
the flow of urine and altering its ammoniacal con- 
dition; under its influence the high colored or deep 
brown urine becomes limpid and clear. Kava kava 
also possesses excellent tonic properties, stimulating 
the secretions and increasing, or rather improving 
the appetite. application 
in the treatment of inflammations of the mucous 
membranes along with kava kava has few equals 
if indeed any. Its 
fluence upon them renders it a desirable agent in 
the treatment of of many of the 
mucous membranes and one, I think, physicians 
will soon learn they cannot well do without in 


Yerba reuma as a local 


stimulating, yet soothing in- 


inflammation 


many such cases. 





Reports on New Remedies. 
From Private Practice. 
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Ustilago Maidis—Cascara Sagrada. 





By A, F. Stimmel, M D., Chattanooga, Tenn, 





TSTILAGO MAIDIS ‘in membranous dysmenor- 
rhoea.—April 12 1881. Mrs. K. P., et. 32, 
mother of Confinements was always 
easy, except the last in which the forceps were used. 
Placenta was attached and required the interference 
of the attending physician. has suffered 
with dysmenorrhcoea her 
returned, Examination : 
very turgid ; uterus 
touch. Saw discharges of 


ten children. 


Patient 


ever since catamenia 


now about two years. 
Os uteri congested and 
hard and not elastic to 


last period about three weeks ago, and noticed five 


lips 


pieces of membrane, proving the nature of the epi_ 
thelium of inner uterine walls under microscope, from 
three-fourths to one and one-third inch square. Order- 
ed fluid extract ustilago maidis in fifteen drop doses 
every hour for four days before expected return of 
catamenial period, and ten drops of dialysed iron 
with same quantity of brandy three times a day 


before meals, followed one hour after meals by 
five drops Fowler's solution in some water. The 
general health of patient improved under that 


tonic treatment. When I saw her on last Thurs- 
day (the second day of her expected period) she 
was full of praise of the medicine I had 
No pains although three pieces of membranes 
had been discharged. 


given. 


April 15, 
assist Mrs. F., a midwife, in a case of protracted 


As an oxytocic. 1881, was called to 


labor. Upon examination I found regular vertex 
presentation. The pains having been present ever 


since 8 P. M., were now, after twenty-four hours, 
The membranes protruded from 
‘show.” I ad- 


D. & Co.) 3 ss, 


very unsufficient. 
the os, and there was already a 
-. 


ministered ustilago miaidis 
and pains commenced, though 
and lasting. I put my hands and arms around 
lower part of abdomen of (sitting in an 
obstetrical chair always used by the lady in charge 
of the case), and aided by gentle but constant 
pressure during the pains. Dose of ustilago mai- 


dis fifteen drops repeated; in fifteen minutes waters 


soon not regular 


patient 








broke, and thirty minutes from the time of last 
dose the woman was comfortably resting in bed, 
bandaged and cleaned. I never have seen even 
Squibb’s ergot or the much advertised ‘‘ Ergotin” 
act so satisfactorily. 

Cascara Sagrada.—Constipation caused by torpid 
liver : 

I. My own brother-in-law, telegraph operator, 
and therefore through his sedentary life liable to he- 
patic troubles and constipation, had tried all patent 
medicines, seltzer aperients, etc., and finally asked me 
for calomel. I reluctantly gave it to him, but he 
took as much as twenty grains without being bene- 
fitted. I persuaded him to take cascara sagrada, 
fluid extract, (P., D. & Co.) He took one-half 
teaspoonful at night, fifteen drops at morning, 
noon and evening for some four days, and now 
he says he feels like a new man. 

2. Infant of Mr. Ch. B.—Mother came to me 
complaining that the child did not nurse, nor had 
had any action of the bowels in ,the last three 
days. The child hac been wakeful for some nights 
previous to that time, and the father had brought 
home some ‘* Winslow's Soothing Syrup,” of which 
the child had taken regular doses. The case was 
clear ‘*Winslow’s Soothing Syrup” is a 
vile opium preparation, apt to kill a child, and if 
our physicians would the truth in their 
burial certificates, they should say, in many cases, 
“ from the effects of Soothing 
Syrup ;’” instead of died from congestion of brain,’ 
etc. remedy, 
and I syrup of 
rhubarb, a spiced syrup of cascara sagrada, which 


to me. 


write 


died ‘Winslow’s 


I saw we needed a decidedly active 


prepared, analogous to the spiced 


I directed to be given in ten drop doses twice 
daily. Yesterday the mother came to me and told 
me that the child was doing remarkably well, 


the medicine having acted two hours after the first 
dose, the child resting well. ‘‘ But there is. 
some little bit of opium in the mixture you gave 
me she the baby could 
not sleep so well if it had not had something like 


and 


docier,” said, ‘‘ because 


opium.” 





(Written for the Therapeutic Gazette. ] 
Sanguis Bovinus Exsiceatus,—a novel 
method of employing it. 


By C. Seiler, M. D., Philadelphia. 





XOMETIME ago my attention was drawn to 
. sanguis bovinus exsiccatus and I have used 
it since in several cases of tubercular and 


syphilitic laryngitis, in which the act of deglutition 
was extremely painful and almost impossible, in a 
Instead of 
my 


novel and very satisfactory manner. 
giving it by the mouth or rectum I directed 
patients to inhale a solution of the blood, to which 
a little morphia had been added from an atomizer 
obtained a con- 


the absorp- 


and found that in this way they 
siderable amount of nourishment from 
tion of the selution by the mucous membrane of the 
air tubes, and probably also of the lungs. 

Having heard from Dr. Stewart that on micro- 
scopical examination of the dried blood, no blood cor- 
puscles had been found, which seemed to me Strange, 
I first examined a watery solution of the prepara- 
tion under the microscope, but was unable to de- 
tect any blood corpuscles. I then dissolved the 
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dried blood in neutral salt solution when there was 
no difficulty in observing numerous restored blood 
corpuscles; fresh serum I found to have the same 
effect as the salt solution. 

It would seem therefore that if the desiccated 
blood were dissolved in normal salt solution, and 
that it it were absorbed into the system without 
having first been digested by the gastric juice, we 
would have a species of transfusion on a_ small 
scale. The results obtained from the administra- 
tion of the blood per rectum, as well as in the 
manner above alluded to, would warrant such an 
assumption, which for its verification however needs 
careful observation and experimentation. 

I communicate these facts, as they may possibly 
be of value, and, would state that should the 
matter be considered of sufficient interest I would be 
willing to furnish a detailed report of the micro- 
scopical examination as well as with a photo-micro- 
graph of the blood corpuscles so that there can be 
no doubt as to their presence in this preparation. 

— > 
(Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.) 


Manaca, Rhus Aromatica. 


By H. M, Harrison, M. D,, Bushnell, Ill, 

Manaca.—My first experience with this drug was 
two years ago in the case of Mrs. D., a young 
married lady of marked rheumatic diathesis, who 
had been afflicted for several weeks when she 
came under my care, with an extremely severe 
attack of acute articular rheumatism. She had 
been treated during the early weeks by quite a 
distinguished homeopath and subsequently by a 
member of the regular profession without any 
avail. Before taking charge of the case I had re- 
ceived a sample of manaca, so I concluded this 
case a good one to test its virtues. I did so, and 
with the happiest results, for the pain and swell- 
ing disappeared almost as if by magic and the 
patient made a rapid and good recovery, and sev- 
eral of the relatives of like diathesis now keep manaca 
in the house to use upon any indication of an attack, 
and apparently with perfect success. I have pre- 
scribed it in numerous other instances always with 
satisfactory results, so that I now regard it as a 
sort of ‘‘sheet anchor’’ in acute and subacute 
rheumatism. 

Rhus Aromatica.—I have used this article in 
several cases of functional enuresis in both old 
and young with alike satisfactory results. Prior 
to the use of it I had been in the dark when 
called upon to prescribe for such cases. What we 
as physicians want is more of the ‘‘certainties”’ 
in our therapeutics, not so much of theorizing. 
First a clear diagnosis and then more definite 
remedies that we may more accurately anticipate 
the results. We yet have a broad field before us 
for investigation in that line. Let us hope for a 
continuation of the work, which seems as yet in 
its infancy. 

ik il aa 
(Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Rhamnus Purshiana; Crude Petroleum 


By Edwin H, Grant, M. D., Washington, D.C. 


ASE 1. Married lady, aet. 25, had not had nat- 
ural stool for four or five years prior to use 
of rhamnus. Chronic constipation, occasioned by 


| 


} 
| 
4 
} 


| 





nervous prostration from overstudy and overwork 
as teacher. By carelessness and neglect in its 
early stages, serious injuries had resulted—prolap- 
sus uteri and piles. Settled melancholy supervened. 
No remedy availed prior to use of fluid extract 
cascara, (P. D. & Co.’s) in proportion of one part 
to two parts of simple syrup. No other remedy 
has been used since adopting that. Treatment con- 
tinued for one year. Results are cure of constipa- 
tion, prolapsus, and piles. 

Case 2. Young lady, single. Chronic constipa- 
tion for several years, producing dementia, 
melancholy and organic displacements. Since 
commencing use of same syrup has had no other 
treatment. Has fully recovered, mentally and phy- 
sically. This lady is the daughter of one of the 
principal officers of the treasury department. 

Both these ladies are brunettes. 

Crude Petroleum.—Case. Married lady, aet. 30, 
hereditary consumption, aphonia, emaciation, loss 
of appetite. Used P. D. & Co.’s preparation in 
their capsules, one every three hours at first. By 
third day decided results reached. Over a year 
has elapsed, and cure seems permanent and com- 
plete. Occasionally takes a capsule, especially if 
she takes cold. 

ee eee 
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Coea in the Opium-Habit. 


By Robert Taggart, M. D. 





t AVING seen an article by Professor Palmer, 

of Louisville, headed the ‘‘Opium-Habit.—A 
possible Antidote,” I determined to try the drug, 
and herewith submit my report of the result: 

Mr. P., of Franklin, Johnson County, commenced 
using opium in 1879, and continued its use until 
March 1881, when I was called to see him. Pre- 
vious to his using opium he had been a hard 
drinker, but quit and resorted to the use of opium 
or morphia. This habit had so increased on him 
that he used during the last year, 1880, two drachms 
of sulphate of morphia every six days, or twenty 
grains daily. When called to see him I gave him 
coca as a substitute whenever there arose a craving 
for opium, and continued its use eight days until 
the desire for the narcotic ceased. He is at this 
time doing well, has no desire for opium and I 
hope the habit is broken up. I gave him no opiate 
or narcotic during the coca treatment. 

ee 
{Written for the Therapeutic Gazette. ] 


Chestnut Leaves in Whooping Cough; 
Ustilago Maidis. 
By Dr. Cooperider, Taylorsville, Ind, 

| DESIRE to add my testimony to the value of 

the fluid extract of chestnut leaves in whooping 
cough. Having with most other physicians gone 
through the long list of remedies recommended as 
valuable and infallible in this obstinate affection 
I have settled down to this remedy. I give it in 
zj doses or less, according to age, every two to 
four hours, and am disappointed when a permanent 
cure is not effected inside of a week. Given in 
sweetened water it is not an unpleasant medicine, 





170 
a fact of no little importance in the treatment of 
children. 

As a uterine tonic and stimulant in the treat- 
ment of dysmenorrhoea and amenorrhoea, I have 
secured better results from ustilago maidis than 


from any other drug. Especially in cases in which 


there is excessive leucorrhoeal discharge will this 


drug be found valuable. 
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Piscidia Erythrina. 


J 


By R. L. Blakeley, M. D., Rockford, Mict 


i ia following case is reported in support of the 
claim that we have an 
agent capable of relieving pain and attended by none 
of the Mr. 
B., aet. enlarged 
prostate 
region of the gland, and frequent desire to 
ate the bladder, frequently being obliged to rise 
six or more times during the night. Opiates and 
chloral had been tried to prevent pain and to in- 
duce sleep, but the constitutional effects of these 
drugs made them particularly objectionable in this 
case. I ordered Jamaica dogwood, one drachm, to 
be taken at bed-time, with the happiest effect, 
beautifully refreshing sleep following, and the pa- 
frequent 


in Jamaica dogwood 
disagreeable after effects of opium. 
been troubled 
Great pain on micturition in 
evacu- 


Has with 


63. 


for years. 


tient being relieved of the necessity of 
urination. 

This experience as well as other cases in which 
the new remedy has been tried leads me to regard 
Jamaica dogwood as a valuable acquisition to the 


materia medica. 


Abstracts and Translations. 


[All articles marked with the * are translated by C. R. Cullen, 
M. D., Richmond, Va. 


{Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Journal de 
Hygiene. | 
Hoang-Nan.* 


Towards the end of the past year the librarian, 
J. B. Bailliére, pamphlet under the 
title of ‘Le Tonquin remedy 
against Hydrophobia, - In 1874 
M. Apostolic Vicar of the Tonquin 
Department, sent to the Abbé Lesseteur a bottle 
of yellow powder bearing the title of ‘‘ powdered 
bark of the Hoang-Nan, a remedy against hydro- 
M. Gauthier wrote that the remedy 


published a 
Hoang-Nan—a 
Leprosy, etc. 


Gauthier, 


phobia.” 


was infallible, and he desired it to be known in 
France. 

The Hoang-Nan is found everywhere in the 
mountains separating the kingdom of Anam from 
Laos. 

M. Pierre, the Director of the Botanical Gar- 


den of Saigan, who studied it first, placed it in 
the family of Loganiacee, and gave it the name 
of Strychnos Gautheriana. 

M. Planchen, Professor in the High School 
of Pharmacy, has placed it by the side of the false 
Angustura, without, however, confounding it with 
it. 

M. the Chemical 


Wurtz, Analyzer, has termed 


it the false Angostura, of strychnia and of bru- 
cia, with a predominance 


of the latter alkaloid. 
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Marseilles, has examined the 


bstance. 


M. Dr. 
physiological action of this su 
that its action is analogous to 


Linen, of 
His « »bserva- 


tions indicate strych- 
nia and brucia upon the nervous system, but in a 
less general manner. He uses it with alum and 

in proportion to the 


y 
bad 


red arsenic, and the doses are 


severity of the attack. 


During the treatment abstinence from _ liquors 
] r 


and stimulating food is enjoined. Those bitten by 
mad dogs and not inoculated with the virus.still 
live in cruel uncertainty, an time alone pro- 
duces calmness and tranquility. The Hoang-Nan 
diminishes this uncertainty, and if the virus has 
net been absorbed when the first pills are taken 
trismus appears. When the virus has been taken 
into the blood even seven grammes may be given 
without the usual accidents. Inthe bite of venom 


ous serpents the action is similar. 

During one of the sittings of the Hospital Socie- 
ty, Dr. Hillieret spoke of the Hoang-nan in curing 
a leper arriving from the Cordilleras of the Andes. 


the Jouurnal de 





[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from 
Medicine } 

Chorea Rapidly Cured by Bromide of Camphor, 

Paris: I attended a girl 


L’ Amande, of 20 


age who has been anemic from her tenth 


Dr. 
years of 
year, but had never been regularly treated for it. 
She was 
Her sister was under arsenical 


and laughed without mo- 
treatment tor 


nervous, cried 
tive. 
a long time for the same disease. I 


with 


prescribed a 
sulphurous bath every two hours, 100 grammes 
of sulphate of potassiurn and one gramme of bro- 
For 
the 


five 
bro- 


grains 


mide of potassium night and morning. 
and 
to 


of camphor in 


months this medicine had no effect, 
of increased 


Then I prescribed bromide 


mide potassium was six 


daily. 


doses of eighty centigrammes during the day in 


capsules of ten centigrammes. Improvement com- 


and who is a mantua-maker, 
resumed her work and was well 


menced, the girl, 

in a month. 
About the same time a little waiter boy, 10 years 

old, had chorea, the left side being the seat of the 


convulsions. As in the other case I gave bromide 


of potassium without cffect. I then prescribed 
bromide of camphor six to ten centigrammes. 
From that time, and I have seen him six 
times, and he was well in three weeks, without 


return of the disease. Encouraged by these two 
cases I have prescribed for another mantua—maker 
—a girl Ig years of age who had had chorea from 
her infancy. I her from six to ten centi- 
grammes of the camphor and a sulphur bath three 
times a week. She had taken baths and her 
improvement was rapid. Afterwards she had slight 
convulsions, and I prescribed ether spray along her 


She continued to improve and has 


gave 


six 


spinal column. 
resumed her work. 
[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Revista 
Medica. | 

Papaina or Papaya—Vegetable Pepsine.* 


This may be employed in all cases 
pepsine is indicated. As the juice is very acid it 
is mixed for administration with ten parts of 
sweetened water. Two cases of indigestion were 
successfully treated with it. A negro had worms 
for a long time and had taken many drugs, but 


in which 








¥ 








with no benefit until papaya was given, the milk 


of which destroyed the parasites. 








The doses are as follows: Of the milk juice 
five to ten grammes for children of two years 
for six years, ten to fifien grammes; for adults 
fifteen to twenty grammes. 

We have in the ica papaya a botanical curi- 
osity of the first order, in which is found a digest- 
ive ferment called papaina, pos -d of p 
ties of albuminoid materials, suited for a 
peptones. These are of 1 dys- 


ninous afi 


pepsias, in ver 








in other affections of the 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the El Medico 


Centro Americano. } 
Simaba Cedron. 


Dr. Sappray used this 





Mexico, it has been long 


“ts as a tonic, increa 


1 of the pulse and reducing its frequency. 


In typhoid cases it a 








streng 








In two cases in which it was employed there were 
notable singularities, but whether caused by the 
use of the medicine or mere co-incidences was not 
definitely determined. One was an intense pharyn- 
gitis, with much mucous and glutinous secretion, 
and the other a drastic catharsis. These were the 


first cases of the use of the sim but further 






e the proper- 


experience than this is required to 


ties of this or any other new medicine. The drug 


is also successful as a prophylactic 


sonous effects of the bites and stings of animals 
and insects. 
{Translate for the u Gazette f ] ie Revista 





Madrid 
Phenie Acid in 
Dr. Desplats, of the 


paper on Phenic Acid in 
following conclusions : 

1. That phenic acid in fever lowers the tempera- 
ture. 

2. That the rise and fall of temperature can be 
controlled at will. 

3. That even poisonous doses can be adminis- 
tered without serious danger and during consecu- 
tive days. Eight, ten and twelve grammes of the 
acid may be taken. 

4. That the rectum is the best way of giving 
the medicine—but never in greater doses than two 
grammes at a time. 

Besides the experiments in typhoid fever, it has 
been tried in scarlet fever, puerperal metritis, 
many cases: of phthisis, and many experiments in 
different animals. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Journal 
de Therapeutique. } 


Myopia in the Schools of Marseilles * 





Dr. Nicuti came to the following conclusions 
regarding these school rooms: 

I. Myopia is more prevalent (all things con- 
Sidered) in Jewish than in Christian schools. 
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2. That myopia is more prevalent among chil- 
blue or gray eyes than in those whose 


f brown or black color. 








ness of vision favors myopia. 
That myopia abounds among the internes— 
} +h + ¢ ~} 1 - ~ , | 
an much so tha 1e school rooms should be 
closed, as their construction is very defective. 
rranslated for tl [Therapeutic Gazette from the Journa. 
Me Te 
Whooping Cough Treated by Inhalations of 
iur ntin 
Dr. Baretz, of Nice, reports several cases treated 
by turper ifter trying other remedies. One of 





the infants slept in a recently pi room, and 








commenced improving at once. With the others 


he p! iced in the corners of the rooms where they 
slept open dishes of turpentine. The rooms 
appeared saturated with the, vapor of the turpen- 
tine. The air of the rooms was _ renewed 
twice a day. The cases improved regularly and 


only lasted a month. 
(Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Journal de 
rherapeutique. | 


Etherization of Children. 


M. Hortoles—from ninety observations—con- 


cludes that he prefers inhalation of ether preceded 


by hypodermic injections of morphine, and also 
uses chloral hydrate with good results. 


M. Chalot believes that the hypodermic injec- 
tion of morphine is dangerous among children, and 
prefers chloroform, especially in children over 15 


M. Duncé coincided. 


years of age—in which 


M. Massé believes that morphine ought to be 
| but M. Hortoles had 





Therapeutic Gazette from the Revista 





A Premoniuitory Symptom of Urzemia, 





of Lille, read a paper on this sub- 





ject. Urzmia is one of the possible terminations 
of cancer of the uterus. It comes on when the 
elimination of urine is impossible from pressure on 
the uterus by the tumor. One premonitory symptom 
which he had not seen mentioned before is a complete 
analgesia, or sudden cessation of pain. Except in 
the special cases of uterine cancer it happens in 
all cases of nephritis. The author calls the attention 
of the profession to this point. 


Prescription Department. 
Hair Dye. 


: , Eureka Sprincs, Ark.: The 
following known as_ the ‘‘Pyrogallic Hair 
Dye,” may be used without fear of constitutional 
injury from its ingredients: Dissolve pyrogallic 
acid, 14 ounce, in 1% ounces of hot distilled water. 
When cool add gradually rectified spirits, 4% fluid- 
ounce. It may be used weaker or stronger as 
desired. 

For a formula for a hair tonic see page 42 of 
current volume of THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE, (Febru- 
ary No.) 





° H. A M. 
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Our Exchanges (Concluded.) 

HE Independent Medical Investigator, Drs. 

John L. Marsh, A. J. Smith, J. A. Henning 


and H. H. McCabe, editors. A journal conducted 
in the interests of Eclectic medicine in general, 
and from the fact that its four editors are profes- 
sors in the Indiana Eclectic Medical College, it 
would, perhaps, not be unfair to infer that that 
institution in particular is an object of especial 
interest. The journal is quite a live one and dis- 
plays no inconsiderable energy. 

The Medical Call. Drs. W. D. Foster and O. 
H. Crandall, of Quincy, Illinois, editors. This is 
a quarterly journal ‘‘ devoted to the wants of that 
busy doctor,” and furnished for fifty cents a year. 
It is a homoeopathic journal, and perhaps the 
busy doctor of that persuasion may find a journal 
of its size, and every three months, as 
much mental pabulum as he can appropriate. 

Physician and Surgeons’ Investigator, a monthly 
journal of medicine and surgery, edited by the faculty 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Buffalo, 
N. Y. A. A. Hubbell, M. D., editor-in-chief, and C. 
F. Howard, M. D., managing editor. The jour- 
nal is a pronounced organ and boldly throws its 
banner to the breeze as such. The institution for 
which it plays is neither homceopathic, nor regular, 


coming 


nor eclectic, but some of each, and the rest some- 
however, homceo- 
It con- 


thing else. The greater part is, 
pathic, and the journal consequently is. 

“4 = - 
the only objection 


tains much good reading, and 


we can honestly find in it, is its nondescript colors. 


There is no good reason for a motley union of 
the different ‘‘schools” in one. Let there either 
be no ‘‘school” (the proper way) or train with 


one of the recognized crowds. 
The Pharmacist and Chemist, a monthly journal 


of pharmacy, therapeutics and allied sciences. Pub- 
lished by the Chicago College of Pharmacy. The 


standing of the Pharmacist and Chemist is assured. 
It is fourteenth volume and stands 
It is furnished 


now in its 


deservedly high in its speciality. 
at $1.50 per annum. 


The Texas Medical and Surgical Record. C. H. 
Wilkinson, M. D., of Galveston, Texas, editor. 
This journal has just got nicely entered into its 
first volume and it is, of course, too soon to say 
whether or not it will be a success. There are 
reasons why it should succeed ; one of these is the 
fact that it is the only medical-journal in an 
immense state, and the other lies in the fact that 
it displays commendable journalistic ability. 

Virginia Medical Monthly. Landon B. Edwards, 
M. D., editor and proprietor. This journal is a 
monthly, octavo size, 80 pages, $3.00 a year. It 
the first-class medi- 
It is evidently con- 
as well as in the 
This is the true 
itself best 


well deserves its rank among 
cal journals of this country. 
ducted as a business investment 
‘‘interests of the profession.” 
The journal which 


principle. serves 


serves its readers best, and those which set out 
with overflowing regard for the profession soon 


The 


discover that the regard is not reciprocated. 


stream of medical journalism is literally strewn 
with such wrecks. 

Western Lancet. Dr. W. S. Whitwell, editor, 
San Francisco, Cal. This Lancet is a 48 pp. 


monthly, and is now running in its tenth volume. 
Dr. Whitwell has but editorial 
control, and if he succeeds in keeping it as good 
under his predecessors, Drs. 


recently assumed 
a journal as it was 
Perry and Mays, the Lancet will continue on the 
list of our most desirable exchanges. 


4 


Proprietary Medicines. 
\ E take it for granted that our readers fully 
comprehend the signification of the term 
‘Proprietary Medicines”—that it embraces all drugs 
compounds either prepared after patented 
or bearing fanciful names under which 
can 


or 
formule 
certain parties, especially protected by law, 
alone manufacture for sale the compounds bearing 
them. The distinction which the manufacturers of 
preparations sold under copyrighted trade-marks 
seek to make between such preparations and the 
legion of patent cure-alls—a distinction which they 
feel the necessity of making in order to secure 
professional patronage—is purely fictitious. 
We have heretofore discussed the ethical 
ings of this question, and shown its glaring incon- 
sistency with the standards which physicians of all 
the recognized systems of practice, so-called, have 
set up as their guides to professional integrity. 
But there are other sides from which to view it, 
and one of these is the unscientific of the 
use of ready made prescriptions. re- 


bear- 


nature 
Disease, it 
to not an entity 


quires no argument prove, is 


which has taken possession of the system, and al- 
‘‘driving out the disease,” 
others of a 


though the expressions, 


“eliminating the matferies morbi,” and 
like nature, are quite commonly employed, they are 
Disease is 
as 


permissible only as figures of speech. 
health—a __ pathological 
condition— 
The 
laws 
in re- 


a deviation from 
distinguished from a 
a negation rather than a something positive. 
line with the 
made 
processes 


physiological 


causes of disease are in a 
governing health, and a mistake is 
garding diseased processes and health 
as essentially dissimilar. As was aptly pointed 
out by Mr. Foster in his address before last year's 














meeting of the British Medical Association, such a 
view of the subject is as illogical as it would be to 
divide meteorology into a science of fair weather 
It 


of physiology is the key to 


and a science of foul weather. follows, there- 
fore, that a knowled 


disease, and that without this knowledge all advising 





of remedies is empiricism, and the practitioner as 
a blind giant striking aimlessly about him. 
It being conceded that disease is but a disturb. 


ance of the normal processes it almost necessarily 





follows that the degree and nature of the disturb- 
ance are varied and shaded by the amount of 
vitality and peculiarity of temperament of the in- 
individual. This being so it again follows that the 
successful prescriber must adapt his drugs and his 


of 


How unscientific, 


peculiarities. 


of 


existing 


to 


therefore, in 


combinations drugs 


this aspect the 


case, are the arbitrary compounds of which pro. 


prietary medicines consist, recommended as 


are, too, in the majority of instances for conditi 
of multiform variety. The representativ f 





recommending 


drug firm who calls on the physician 





the use of any rea made compound for any dis- 
ease or (as most of them do) for a number of dis- 
eases insults the intelligence of the educated physi- 





cian, and his ignorance of matters regarding whi 


he descants so volubly must be the sole excuse for 
his courteous reception. Is any wonder in the 
face of such visitations that the representatives of 


tis sometimes 


the legitimate manufacturing pharmacis 











received so coldly? 

The ntro ti n of a new ar cle th itten- 
tion of the physician, and vention of its physi- 
ological ther with such therapeutic ul 
know! regarding it as has been collated, is not 





only perfectly proper butis in many tir 





service and a profitable entertainment to the busy 
practitioner. He, however, desires no inst1 t 
from the young man reg g the manner in 
which he shall compound his drugs to meet the 
peculiarities of individual s id his nate 
complaisance is even sometimes insufficient to re- 
strain him from expressing himself to this effect ir 
no very choice terms. 
If such be the general opi n f an educat 

profession regarding proprietary compounds how is 
it that so many of sucl old, to the profession 





unreasonable 





it is claimed, and from profits 





yield such fortunes to their manufacturers? We 
shall endeavor to answer this question in our 
next. 


——$_ $< 


Chemical Tests for Lippia Mexicana. 


a somewhat odor, re- 


of 


pungent 


he IS drug has 


minding one pennyroyal and camphor. 


This odor induced us to submit a portion to dis- 


tillation with water. The distillate showed upon its 
surface an oil of characteristic odor and of a_ yel- 
lowish color; the a jueous portion of the distillate 


The oil 


been carefully removed and set aside showed, in a 


presented a milky appearance. having 





few days, a deposit of needle shaped crystals 
which appeared identical with crystals found sus- 
pended in the distillate. The oil was then 


separated from the crystals and the temperature 


reduced to 10° C at which point there was no fur- 
ther separation of solid bodies. 


neutral reaction, 


The Lippia Mexicana oil has a 
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17% 





a sweetish taste and dissolves readily in ether, in 
Treated with 
ygen. The 


strong and in 80 per cent. alcohol. 
sodium it 





shows the presence of 0: 


drug yields '% per cent. of this oil. 





The aqueous postion of the distillate after a time 





loses its milky appearance and deposits crystals 
like those obtained from the oil. At an ordinary 


vola- 
They 


transparent and colorless, burn with a smoky 


temperature these crystals are solid, but are 


tile, emitting a peculiar camphoraceous odor. 





a 
flame and without residue. 
A portion of the plant 
the 
evaporated and exhausted with water, 


with 75 


obtained 


exhausted 
filtrate 


was 
thus 
The aqueous 
slaked 
The product 
with 

the 
This 
solution 


per cent. alcohol, and 


mixed with lime 
bath. 
and 


extract thus secured was 
and carefully dried in an air 
then exhausted 


and 


was finely powdered 


alcohol, filtered, the filtrate evaporated 


residue dissolved in dilute sulphuric acid. 
a , 


With a 


ite 


solution gave a preci 





of potassa. The filtrate mixed with tannic acid 
yields another precipitate. 

The precipitate obtained by means of the potas- 
‘sium solution, when washed and dried and dis- 


solved in alcohol gives a feeble alkaline reaction. 
Dissolved in diluted sulphuric acid the solution 


id, of 


The precipi- 


gives a precipitate with molybdic a bromide 


»sphotungstic acid. 





potassit 


2d with tannic acid freed from 





ta attat 
tate optal 


being 





tannin by oxide of 1 with animal 
charcoal, leaves upon ev 1 yellow pasty 
mass, soluble in water aving a neutral reac- 








solution 


rhe 


appears 


resiaue tne aqueous 


like a brownish yellow resin. Further ex- 















amination determined sugar and tannic acid which 
colored iron solution green. 
The sample used for these tests contained 15 per 
cent. moisture 
ré Lust er CE 
Alcoho 
Water 7 
— - 
The Materia Medica. 
| r IS frequently objected to the materia medica, 
comprising both the officinal and the non- 
officinal drugs, that it is cumbersome from its 
voluminousness, and that no physician employs one 


1e articles which it contains. it: 36, 


the 


is also doubtless a fact, that 


in twenty of t 


moreover, the frequent claim of more experi- 


enced physician, as it 


the shortening of the list of medicines from which 


he selects is in direct ratio to the increasing years 


spent in practice. The young man leaves his alma 


mater armed with his diploma and confident in the 
of 


which each one is possessed of peculiar power over 


possession of an interminable list drugs, in 


peculiar conditions. Time and experience, how- 


ever, in due course lop off until a very short list 
answers all the demands of practice. This is a 
fact which cannot be gainsaid and has been 


urged against the policy of the introduction of new 
drugs. To 


in our opinion a misapplication. 


give it such application is 


If 


any 


in settling 


down to a comparatively few diugs_ the 
older practitioners settled on the same drugs the 
necessity for any’ more than those _ universally 


agreed upon might reasonably be disputed. But 
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how many practitioners, as a result of the elimina- 


ting process, reach any degree of unanimity in 
this regard? We venture to say not two in a 
hundred. The intelligent and reliable selection of 


the 
edge, more or less intimate of the whole list, it is 


‘sheet anchors” is the outgrowth of a knowl- 


not arbitrary but is the ‘‘survival of the fittest” in 
the best sense of the term, in each individual case. 


The practitioner who has, through experience in 


their use, settled down after 


1: ¢ 
11st of 


ripened years to a 
he be 


n, who will submit 


short remedies is the very one, if 





consistent with his previous actio 











each new drug to the touchstone which has en- 
abled him to prepare this list, viz., experience. 
He of all men is the one who i ified to de- 
cide on the merits of the new has n 
intelligent selec from the when 
refuses to make the necessary 1eglects a 
ry vhys in owes fis profession 


duty which ever 





We would not argue that every new introduction 
to the medica deserves a permanent place 
on tl ractitioner’s list,—any more than 
we ould maintain that all the older drugs deserve 
such a place—but until that list is regarded as 
complete, until the practitioner is prepared to say 
that he has a drug’ which nswers the best 


possible purposes under each special condition, it is 


his duty to keep on trying the untried that he may 


haply find something which answers indications 


that nothing else has heretofore satisfactorily an- 


swered in his experience. 


The effects of a remedy are not unfrequently 
modified by the prescriber. This a familiar fact 
and depends on shades of difference in diagnosis. 
One man, for instance, will note effects from the 


administration of quinine which another has failed 


to note; one man is able to do more with 


Itis 


and to condemn any one of 


opium 


than another. even so with the newer remedies, 


them because of a 


failure in the first is not less illogical 


snd it becaus 


than to comm 


< 


, follows its ad- 


ministration in a single case. 


a 
Official List of Changes of Stations and 
Duties of Medical Officers of the U.S. 
Marine Hospital Service January ist, 


1881 to Mareh Sist, 1881. 
 plawenggge sane P. H. Surgeon, detailed as chair- 
man, Board of Examiners, January 4, 1881. 
To proceed to Barnstable, Boston and New Bed- 


ford, Mass., 
Feb. 1, 
as inspector, assume temporary charge of the ser- 


and Providence, R. I., as inspector, 


1881. To proceed to Wilmington, N. C., 
vice, and superintend the re-opening of the marine 
Hospital at that port March 12, 188r. 

Long, W. H., detailed 
Board of Examiners, January 4, 188r. 

Fessenden, C. S. D., Surgeon, detailed a chair- 
man Board of Survey, for the physical examination 
of officers of the Revenue-Marine Service, February 
8, 1881. 

Deering, E. J., detailed 
Board of Examiners, January 4, 1881. 


Surgeon, as member 


Surgeon, as recorder 
Gassaway, J. M., Passed Asst. Surgeon. Detailed 

as recorder, of Survey, for the physical 

examination of officers of the Revenue-Marine Ser- 

vice, February 8, 1881. 

Smith, Henry, Passed Asst. Surgeon. 


Board 


Granted 
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leave of absence for thirty days, from March 1, 
1881, to February 8, 1881. Upon expiration of 
leave of absence to proceed to Norfolk, Va., and 
assume charge of the Service, relieving Surgeon 
R, D. Murray, March 15, 1881. 

Irwin, Fairfax, Asst. Surgeon. When relieved 
by Asst. Surgeon W. A. Wheeler, to proceed to 


Wilmington, N. C., and assume charge of the Ser- 


vice, relieving Surgeon P. H. Bailhache, Mar. 30, 
1881. 
To 


charge of the Service, 


Guiteras, John, Asst. 


Key West, Fla., and assume 


Surgeon. proceed to 


} = 


relieving Passed Asst. Surgeon Smith, Feb. 5, 1881. 




















Wheeler, W. A., Asst. on. To proceed to 
Charleston, S. C., and as charge of the Ser- 
vice relieving Asst. S mn F. Irwin, March 30, 
1881 

Ben J. A., Asst. Surgeon To proceed to 
St. Lo Mo., and report to Surgeon H. W. 

Lwte for duty Feb. 5, 1881 

Carmiche!], D. A., Asst. Surgeon lo proceed 
o Boston, Mass., and report to surgeon J. Van- 
sant for duty Feb. 5, 1881 

Armstrong, S. T., Asst. Surgeon. To proceed 
to New Orleans, La., and report to Surgeon H. 
W. Austin for duty, February 5, 1881. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

The following candidates having passed the 
examination required by the regulations were 
appointed Assistant Surgeons, February 4, 1881: 


Duncan A. C 
F. Armstrong, 


New York, aad Samuel 


irmichael, of 
of Missouri. 





Book Reviews and Notices. 


Containing an Account of the Metric System of weights and 





Measures, Americanized a implified. A Comprehensive 
Dose Table, and Practical Illustrations of Metric Pre- 
scription Writing, Selected from recipes in actual use in 
Hospital and Out-door Practice By Oscar Oldberg, 


Marine Hospita 


Ph. D., Medical Purveyor, U. S al 
of Pl 


Professor of Materia } 
Washington, D. C 
mittee on the Revision of the 
States, etc. Price, 
Philadelphia: Presley 
Nourse. 


Service ; 





onal College 


the Sixth 


Medica larmacy, 





Decennial Com- 
of the United 


.; Member 





lacopeia 





Phorndike 


Pia kict 
slaKiston 


It is a singular fact that the introducers of the 
Metric System are all foreigners. We are of 
those who recognize that the language of the 


American people is English, their ideas are based 


upon English customs and are expressed in the 
English language. Were the United States com- 
pressed into the size of France, and the speaking 


and writings printed in the language of that coun- 
try, there would be no difficulty in introducing and 
But we are 
inborn idea 


using the Metric System in medicine. 
not French. Every American has an 
of the length of an inch, a foot or a yard; of a 
pound or aton, a pint or a gallon. We are 
used to these terms, and fifty millions of people 
cannot be easily changed. The system they have 
been in the habit of using conforms to their ideas. 
From the author’s own showing the new, or Metric 
System cannot be made to represent the old sys- 
tem now in use correctly. The nearest he can 
get is for one gramme to represent fifteen troy grains, 
which a difference three grains in 


is of nearly 








f 
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every hundred, and the excess of one cubic centi- 
metre over fifteen minims amounts to eight and 
one-half minims for every hundred minims. Three 
per cent. and eight and one-half per cent. on a 
hundred dollars is considered quite an item in 
finances, if of no importance in dispensing medi- 
cine. That the Marine Hospital Service has been 
compelled to use this system is no argument for 
its general use. It is under autocratic govern- 
ment, and its physicians and surgeons have plenty 


of time with pen and pencil to make their calcula- 


tions, and their apothecaries the proper scales to 
dispense the prescriptions. That the American 
Medical Association indorsed the system is a quasi 


fact, but like many other resolutions there was 
more of buncombe than reason in its adoption. 
Not one in fifty of those voting for it practices it 


or ever will, and the only reason it is not ex- 














punged from the record is the pride which prevents 
the undoing of what was done in haste. Experi- 
ence tells us that national boundaries are very 
uncertain in that part of the world called Europe, 
and when changes are made the weaker adopts the 
languages and customs of tl conquerer. The 


United States of America having only one tongue, 
and bound together by a community of inter- 
ests, with their free institutions of learning, cannot 
be made, nor have they any inclination, to adopt 
the systems of the Old World, but instead they 
demand that foreign ideas shall give way to those 
that are usually practiced by themselves. 

The author has, however, spent much labor in 
demonstrating his cause, and has presented it in 
its most favorable light. The publisher has cer- 


tainly done his duty. 


sentials of 





Arranged as a Companion Volume for ‘“* The E 
Anatomy,” (By William Darling and A. L. Ranney,) and 
for all works upon Descriptive Anatomy; Comprising 439 
designs on steel, by Prof. J. N. Masse, of Paris, and numerous 
diagrammatic cu s selected or designed by the editor, together 
with Explanatory Title. Edited by Ambrose L. Ranney, A. 
M., M. D., Adjunct Professor of Anatomy, and late Lecturer 
on Genito-Urinary Surgery in the Medical Department of 
the University of the City of New York; Resident Fellow 
of the New York Acadeny of Medicine; Member of the 
Medical Society of the County of New York; author of “A 
P actical Treatise on Surgical Diagnosis,’ ‘* The Essentials 








of Anatomy,” etc. Price, $ . 
New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 27 and 29 West 23d St. 
Detroit: Thorndike Nourse. 

This work is practically an American edition of 
the beautiful ‘‘ Anatomical Atlas” of Prof. J. W. 
Masse, of Paris, with additions and some changes 
by the editor. Many atlases are already in exist- 
ence, but they are generally too large for practical 
use, besides being too expensive. They can only 
be consulted in the library, and hence are useless 
in the anatomical theatre or dissecting room, 
where the student most needs them. 

This work is admirably arranged. The text or 
description being above and the plates below. 
Figures are used instead of names, the figure 
being explained in the text. This was done in 
order to keep the work in a light and portable 
shape. Plates are with this arrangement, to be 
Studied—not merely glanced at—and to the student 
this is essential. The engravings are on steel by 
Mr. Ormsby, and are a trophy of American art— 


equal to those executed by Parisian artists. The con- 
tents are described in order under the following 
heads: Ist, Osteology; 2nd, Arthrology ; 3d, My- 
ology; 4th, Aponeurology; 5th, Splanchnology ; 
6th, Angeiology—arteries ; 7th, Angeiology—veins; 
8th, Angeiology—lymphatic vessels; 9th, Neurol- 
ogy. The work is a valuable one for the student, 
and is still more valuable to the country practi- 
tioner and surgeon, as by a glance the mind is 
recalled to the surgical relations almost forgotten, 


or confusedly remembered, giving a freshness to 


the memory which at once enables the surgeon to 
perform the operation with the most perfect safety. 
The Putnam’s have issued it in their usual good 


taste. 


LecTUuRES uPON DISEASES OF THE RECTUM AND THE SuRGERY OF THE 


Lower BoweE.. 


Delivered at the Bellevue Hospital Medical College. By 
W. H. Van Buren, M. D., LL. D. (Yalen), Professor of the 
Principles and Practice of Surgery in the Bellevue Hos- 

lting Surgeons New 


pital Medical College ; one of the Cx 
York Hospital, of the Bellevue 
ital ; formerly President of 


of the Presbyte- 
New York Patho- 





rian Hospi 

logical Soc lety, etc., ete. 

New York: D. Appleton & Co 

These lectures of Prof. Van Buren have already 
been before the profession, and have received their 
commendation. The author apologises for his delay 
in theissue of this, the second edition, and gives as his 


reason that he has largely re-written it—has intro- 
duced much new matter, not only from his own 
large personal experience, but from other authentic 
sources, thereby making it still more useful both. 





to students and practitioners, and at the same 
time bringing the subject abreast of the present 
state of our knowledge. These Jectures are given 
under the following heads, viz.: Ist, Pruritus Ani; 
Erythema; Herpes; Chronic Eczema; Eczema 
Marginatum ; Oxyuris Vermicularis ; Hemorrhoids 
—Varieties, Causes, Pathological Anatomy of Ex- 
ternal Hemorrhoids; 2d, Internal Hemorrhoids ; 
3d, Prolapsus Ani; Polypus: and Benign Tumors; 
sth, Abscess ; 6th, Fistula in Ano; 7th, Fissure or 
Internal Ulcer of the Anus; 8th, Ulcer of the 
Rectum ; oth, Benign Stricture of the Rectum; Ioth 
Benign Structure of the Rectum, Continued ; 11th, 
Cancer of the Rectum; 12th, Congenital Ma'forma- 
tions; Faecal Impaction; Foreign Bodies in the 
Lower Bowels: Atony of the Rectum, Neuralgia 
of Anus or Rectum; Hygiene of the Lower Bowel, 
etc. The illustrations comprise twenty-seven 
cuts, and the work is printed in Appleton’s best 
style. 

We commend it to the student, the medical 
practitioner and the surgeon, as the latest and 
most reliable information on the subject. 


““ THe Microscope," 


And its Relations to Medicine and Pharmacy; a New 
Journal edited by Chas. H. Stowell, M. D., Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Physiology University of Michigan, and Louisa 
Reed Stowell, M. S., Assistant in Microscopical Botany 
University of Michigan. 

This is an illustrated bi-monthly and hails from 
the University City of Ann Arbor, Michigan. It 
is published by G. S. Davis, Medical Publisher, 
Detroit. Terms, $1,00 per annum in the U. S. 
and five shillings for Great Britain. Pages, 32. 
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This applicant for professional recognition opens 
up a new field of medical journalism, and one 
which if well cultivated, (as it will be) will “fill a 
long felt want” on this special subject. 

Our personal knowledge of its editors and publish- 
er is a sufficient guarantee that the promises given 
with the editorial bow, will be fully carried out, 
and that each successive number will be such an 
improvement upon the predecessor as experience 
may dictate. We extend the hand of editorial fel- 
lowship to Dr. and Mrs. ‘Stowell, with our best 
wishes for the success of the ‘‘ Microscope.” 


JOHN HUNTER AND HIS PuPiLs. 
a SS. D. Gon, M.D. LL. D.. D.C. L. Oxon, LE. D 
Cantab, Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege ; President of the Philadelphia Academy of Surgery, 


etc., etc. 


Philadelphia: Presley Blakiston. 


The Medical profession is indebted to the Phila- 
delphia Academy of Surgery for this interesting 
and instructive memoir of the great John. Hunter. 
Dr. Gross, as ics president, was requested to 
deliver its first anniversary address, and selected 
for his theme the ‘‘ life, character and services of 
the founder of scientific surgery.".. Memoirs have 
been before written of this great man, some to 
his detraction, but more to his merit. The fact 
that these memoirs are not accessible to the Ameri 
can student prompted the author to accept 
the opportunity thus presented to make him 
better acquainted with the man ‘‘who- was 
an ornament to his race and who had reflected so 
much honor upon his age and country.” Prof. 
Gross says, ‘‘he was anxious that the American 
student should become better acquainted with the 
inner life of this extraordinary man, be induced 
to study his writings and profit by his example.” 

The book is rendered the more interesting by 
the addition of sketches of Hunter's more distin- 
guished pupils, as well as a few of his English 
contemporaries and some of the men who were 
especially conspicuous in extending his doctrines 
and the influence of his teaching. 

The portrait which prefaces the volume is photo- 
graphed from Sharp’s steel engraving of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’ celebrated painting, of which Lavater 
remarked, ‘‘This is the portrait of a man who 
thinks.” 

The address speaks for itself, and no review 
can do it justice or add to its interest. The pub- 
lisher has sent it out to the profession handsomely 
printed, on excellent paper and neatly bound. The 
price is $1.50, 

The publisher has had prepared a remarkably 
handsome portrait of Hunter, full length, sitting 
in his study, by Gutekunst. Size of picture 9x11 
inches; size of sheet 16x20 inches; printed on 
heavy plate paper and sent post paid to any 
address on receipt of fifty cents. Handsomely 
mounted and framed, $2.00. 


REPORT ON TRICHINZ AND TRICHINOSIS. 

Prepared under the Direction of the Supervising Surgeon- 

General. By W. C. W. Glazier, M. D., Asgistant Surgeon, 

Marine Hospital Service. Published by order of Congress. 
Washington: Government Printing Office. 

The subject of trichinze and trichinosis, always 

important, is at the present time vested with pecu- 





liar interest owing to the prejudice which is sought 
to be created against American pork by Europeans, 
We do not think there is sufficient grounds for the 
exclusion of our product from the European mar- 
ket in the rumor that it is infested with trichine ; 
there has been no evidence adduced to show that 
it is worse in this regard than that from the trans- 
Atlantic hog. The fact, however, remains that there 
is always a danger of trichinosis from the use of 
pork as a food, and the action of the Surgéon- 
General, M. H. S., in directing a thorough inves- ' 
tion of the subject is very.opportune. The report 
now before us, prepared by Dr. Glazier, shows the 
investigation to have been committed to competent 
hands, and is probably the most full and complete 
document on the subject which has appeared. It 
opens with a history of the discovery of trichine 
spiralis, its natural history and theories of its 
origin. Trichinosis, its history, etiology, patho- 
logical anatomy, symptoms, diagnosis, prognosis 
and treatment, is considered at length. Chapters 
are then devoted, respectively, to the symptoms of 
trichinosis in animals, prophylaxis, recommenda- 
tions as to precautionary measures in making 
examinations, trichinosis in the United States. 
The report is freely illustrated. 


ON THE ANTAGONISM BETWEEN MEDICINES AND BETWEEN REMEDIES 


AND DISEASES, 


Being the Cartwright Lectures for the year 1880, By Rob- 
erts Bartholow, M. A., M. D., LL. D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and General Therapeutics in the Jefferson Medical 

} 





a; Fellow of the College of Physi- 
President of the American Neuro- 


College of Phil 
cians of Phil 





tise on Materia 





logical Association; author of a 4 
Medica and Therapeutics,” and “A Treatise on the Prac- 
tice of Medicine,” etc., etc. Price, $1 

New York: D. Appleton & Co. Detroit: Thorndike Nourse. 
These lectures owe their existence to the liber- 
f the late Mr. Cartwright, of Newark, N. 


who, being interested in the growth and progress 


— 


ality « 


of medicine as a science, placed at the disposal of 
the Alumni of the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, of New York City, a fund, the interest of 
d 


not exceeding six, upon such a snbject as a com- 





which should be applied for a course of lectures, 
mittee of the Association should select. Dr. Bar- 
tholow was selected as the first orator. These 
lectures have appeared in some of the leading 
medical journals, and their appearance in this 
form is in deference to the judgment of those who 
supposed their preservation in a permanent form 
desirable. The merits of the lectures are already 
before the profession. The Messrs. Appleton pre- 
sent them in a handsome octavo volume of 121 
pages with a full index. 
It is an interesting and readable book. 





CONSTIPATION PLAINLY TREATED 


And Relieved without the use of Drugs. By Joseph F. Ed- 
wards, M. D., author of ‘“‘How a Person Threatened or 
Afflicted with Bright's Disease Ought to Live.” Price, 75 
cents. 

Philadelphia: Presley Blakistcn. Detroit : Thorndike Nourse. 

The author discusses the subject in hand in the 
following order: 1st, The Function of the Stom- 
ach and Bowels; 2nd, Necessity for Daily Evacua- 
tions; 3d, How to produce daily evacuations with- 
out the use of drugs. 

There is little in the book that every educated 
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the daily 
patient ; 


know, and is, in 

applied to his 
ever present to see 
his advice intelligently and effectually carried out, 


physician does not 
duties of his profession 


nevertheless, as he cannot be 


this book, if read, and correctly understood by the 
heads of families, would be a great adjuvant. We 


cannot, from our own experience, endorse all its 
claims. Could every family have the means, and 


be so situated as to enable it to give the time and 
attention to the requirements laid down we have 
no doubt that a moderate degree of success would 
be attained, and constipation largely avoided. In 
this be accom- 


plished, and means outside of 


the very nature of society cannot 


those recommended 
by the author are necessary even if those means 
The book is calculated 


for the educated and wealthy classes, 


involve the use of drugs. 
and to such 
we commend it. 


THE MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY Book 4 
By Theodore R. Chase, M. A., Class of Price in cloth 
$2,00. Pages, 40 
Detroit, Mich.: Richmond, Backus, & (¢ 
This book gives an interesting resumé of the 
history of all those who have been connected with 
the University from its organization in 1844 to the 


year 1880 inclusive, Presidents of the Board of 


Regents, Regents (ex-officio), Regents by appoint- 


ment and by election, Secretaries and Treasurers, 


the members of the different faculties and their 
graduates of 


assistants, the matriculants and the 


the different 


and a full 


A. brief 


given with every name, so far as known. 


departments index of all 


the names for reference. biography is 


Of its correctness we have no knowledge, but 
we presume it to be as reliable as the first issue 
} ] } 


of a work of this nature could be 


It must be a 


expected to be. 


book of reference to the 


valuable 
Alumni of the University, and at present the only 
convenient means of really knowing who have 


Alma Mater. 
j 


been connected with their 1é 
issued it on good paper, 


The publishers 
nicely printed, and handsomely 


have 
bound. We com- 
mend a copy of it to every graduate of the Univer- 
sity. 


A GuipbE TO THE CLINICAL EXAMINATION OF PATIENTS AND THE 
Diacnosis OF DISEASE. 
By Richard Hagen, M University 


of Leipsig 


D., Privat-Docent in the 


Translated f.om the Second Revised and 
Gramn, M. D 


Boericke & Tafel, 145 Grand St. 


1 


Enlarged Edition by G. E. 
New York: 


The contents of this work are intended for the 


perusal of students of medicine before attending 
clinics, in order to obtain an idea of their conduct 
at the 


artem, 


and the cundem 


there ; 


bedside, manipulations, 


required and also the principal 
phenomena by which the presence of a given dis- 
ease is established.” 

This is a valuable octavo of over 200 pages, 
with a full index, and is an exception to the general 
The clini- 
cal student should have a copy of it in his pos- 


session, and with it 


rule in that it fills a place long empty. 


have no 
that 


well read he will 
trouble in thoroughly understanding 


g any case 
may come before him. 





So well has the book been received in Germany 
where so much attention is given to clinical teach- 
ing that it has been accorded a lasting place as a 
text-book in German universities. 








Stu 
Aids to Diagnosis. Part 1,Semeiology. By J. Milner Fother- 
g ll, M. R. C. P., London, et Part Physical Diagnosis, 
By J. C. Thorowgood, M. D., M. R. C. P. Paper, 25 cents 
Cloth, 50 cents. 


New York: G. P, Putnam’s Sons. 


Handsomely printed in 16 mo. form. Conven- 
ient for the pocket. 

This series contains much that is not found in the 
is there- 


compared 


systematic works of the profession, and 
fore of more than ordinary value as 
with the common hand-books issued for the use of 
students. We take pleasure in commending it to 
students, and the busy practitioner will find in it 
much in small space to jog his memory. The set, 
when complete, can be bound in a volume, and 
thus become a valuable addition to the professional 
library. 
First BIENNIAL REPORT 


Raleigh 
Dr. Thos. 


Of the North Carolina Board of Health, 1879-80. 
News and Observer, State Printers and Binders. 
Vv } 


F. Wood, Secretary. 


This is a neatly bound volume of 200 pages, 


illustrated when necessary to explain the text, and 
alive in the 


shows that the old Pine Tree State is 


removal and prevention of both 


must 


causes of dis- 
congratulate the 


them 


ease and disease. We 


Board on their first and extend to 
our best 


report 
wishes for their future, 


Pamphlets Received. 





Strangul V Uterus and other papers, Gynzecologi- 
cal and Surgical. By Thomas H. Buckler, M. D., of Balti- 
more. Reprint from the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal. Cam ridge: Riverside Press. 1 
Foronto, Ont. For t year ending September 30, 1880. Dr. 
Danie! Clark, Superintendent. 

Announce t of t Medical Chirurgica! C ve t P adelphia, 


Session of 1881 College situated at the S. W. corner of 


Broad and Market streets. 


Annual Announcement of the Medical C e of the Pacific (late 
Medical Department of the University of the Pacific). 





Being the Medical Department of University. (City) College, 
San uncisco. Session of 1881. Regular course begins 
Monday, June 6th, 1881, and continues five months. 





Therapeutic 


Progress. 


ANTAGONISM IN THERAPEUTICS.—The question of 
antagonism in therapeutics has up to the present 
time been studied generally from a scientific point 
from a practical one. It is 
certain, that the practitioner 
should have precise ideas in regard to this subject. 


of view rather than 


however, medical 


Dr. Leblanc, a pupil of Professor Gubler has 
just made an attempt to supply the need which 
has hitherto ‘existed in this respect, in a recent 


article written for the Journale de Therapeutique. 


We will analyse this work of his and venture to 


add several details. 
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We can attribute many errors and easily averted 


mishaps to a variety of absolutely antagonistic 


substances contained in a prescription. Moreover, 
the plan of writing complex prescriptions is under- 
going daily This we 
attribute to ignorance on the part of the physician 
in regard to the art of We admit 
prescrip- 


modification. occasionally 
prescribing. 

that we are not over fond of those long 
tions in which the 
ure in 


physician seems to take pleas- 


writing frequently the 
substances. It is easy to 


most in Songruous 


understand that the 


druggist who puts them up may often imagine 


that the medical man who does not form his 


potion of a certain number of reasonable ingredi 


ents, does not know how to prescribe. This art, 


in fact, is gradually tendency to 


become entirely lost, 


assuming a 


simply because the physician 
is somewhat better acquainted with the physiolo- 
gical properties of medicines. 

If certain associations command the attention of 
therapeutists it is because the action of the ingre- 
dients is not antagonistic but synergetic. 

We do not pretend to say, however, that com- 
plex prescriptions will be completely abandoned. 
Far from that: but we do assert that their use will 
diminish and _ their 
obtain more complete knowledge of the properties of 
medicines. 


composition change as we 
It is in this respect that Dr. Leblanc’s 
article is of great practical importance. 

Opium. 


Sometimes in a single potion we find 


opium digitalis, col- 


or morphine associated with 


chicum, peruvian bark, quinine, kermes, ipecac, 
tartar stibium, and even with certain purgatives. 
Let us glance for a moment at the effects of 
opium. It diminishes the absorbing function of 
the digestive mucous membrane; dries up the sali- 
vary, gastric, intestinal and urinary secretion, etc., 
decreases the nutritive activity, causes congestion of 
entire cutaneous 
periphery, the capillaries of which dilate simulta- 
neously as_ the 


the cephalic extremity and the 


sudorific secretion augments, 


thereby increasing the frequency and fullness of the 





igitalis has an opposite effect upon the circula- 
It retards the pulse which becomes more 
resisting, the 
secretion when heavy 
given, we hyperemia in most of the 
glands, frequently producing salivation, nausea and 
vomiting. 


capillaries contract, the 
augments, and 


perceive 


urinary 
doses are 


Leblanc that 
of opium with digitalis will be 


Let us conclude therefore with M. 
the association 


formally contra-indicated when we propose to 
obtain from the latter either tonic or antiphlo- 
gistic effects on the circulation, or else diuretic 


effects. 

Do any cases exist in which the association of 
digitalis with opium is indicated? When patients 
are predisposed to cerebral hyperemia we can 
unite digitalis with opium in order to avoid the 
hyperemic effects produced by opium upon the 
brain. 

But there is something better still. It is infi- 
nitely preferable to associate bromide of potassium 
with the opium. The difference between bromide 
and digitalis consists principally in the fact that the 
latter exercises a direct action upon the heart, 


thus producing an increase of the vascular tension, 
while the bromide on the contrary only acts upon 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the capillaries, constricting their 
intermediation of the easy 


therefore to see the advantage of substituting bro- 


calibre by the 
vaso-motors. It is 
mide for digitalis in such cases, the more so as 
the hypnotic effects, of the opium are in no wise 
diminished by the association. 

The association of colchicum and veratrine, etc., 
these 
concurrently in equivalent doses, we 


is no better justified. ‘‘If we administer 
two agents 


expose ourselves,” says Gubler, ‘‘to seeing them 


neutralize each other in the most apparent man- 
ner.” 

We find many preparations in which colchicum 
is associated with opium. Wine of colchicum 
opiated, and numberless pills preventive of gout. 


In this respect we may invoke the authority of M. 


Bouchardat who affirms that it has generally 
become the custom to replace the opium by sul- 
phate of quinine in the preparation of these var- 
ious pills. 
There are certain cases, however, in which col- 
Patients f: 
Then, 


intention of 


chicum is badly borne. quently vomit 


small doses of 


calming the 


5 


immediately. 


it almost 





opium given with the 
susceptibility of the stomach may prove to be very 
serviceable. ‘‘The general effect of opium and of 
diffusible stimulants” says Gubler again, ‘‘is con- 
trary to that of colchicum, but this does not mean 
that a small dose of opium previously injected in 
order to dull the sensibility of the gastric mucous 
membrane, should not favor the effects of the col- 
chicum by assuring its absorption.” 
} 


The antagonism of opium and Peruvian bark is 


established by the fact that opium poisoning is 


advantageously contested by quinine. ‘‘ The phar- 
macodynamic action of sulphate of quinine,” says 
Gubler, ‘‘seems entirely opposed to that of opium, 
and experience, in regard to this theory, proves 
the reality of this antagonism.” 

‘We 


Leblanc, ‘“‘a 


cannot too condemn,” says M. 


calm 


greatly 
physician who endeavors to 
paludal neuralgia by means of a hypodermic in- 
jection of morphine in loco dolente, while at the 
same time he seeks to ward off the malarial in- 
fluence by quinine given inwardly.” 

We very often see opium and the extract of 
Peruvian bark associated in a potion. The latter 
is administered by way of a tonic, to stimulate the 
appetite, to moderate the febriculi which may be 
more or less intense, etc. Opium on the contrary 
produces a saburral condition of the 
brings on a 


principa 
canals, diminishes the appetite and 
kind of artificial fever often very pronounced. 

A more important subject and one resulting in 
much graver consequences is also spoken of by M. 
Leblanc. It treats of vomiting and of antimonials 
in particular. 

‘I do not hesitate to declare at once,” says M. 
Leblanc, ‘‘that I am by no means a partisan of 
tolerance and I do not think we are ever obliged 
to seek it, for this would be equivalent to asking 
a medicine to produce therapeutic effects without 
exercising any physiological action, by whose in- 
termediary alone it is likely to act upon the living 
organization. I think that tartar stibium, kermes, 
and divers antimonial preparations have a tendency 
to provoke the glandular secretions of the diges- 
tive and bronchial mucous, by producing nausea 
and vomiting, the immediate consequences of which 
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Periscopic 


are a rejection of the matter contained in the 





stomach and the bronchial mucous, while tl 


removed consequences are a diminution f the 





fever by spoliation which produces abundant vom- 
iting, general depression, languor and_ sedation, 
which are, so to speak, critical. 


In regard to a direct antiphlogistic power whose 








curative properties are exercised in proportion as 


the stomach is more or less affected and disturbed, 
i 























I do not think it should be tolerate Let us 
therefore, do away with large 5 f tartar 
stibium which weakens the patient and produces 
alvine evacuations without vomiting, because it is 
not stro c ior t latte 1d ie us also 
la ) { is of th Same ager r its 
| ies, white oxide « intimony etc.) 
with any preparation of opium given with the in- 
tention of making them tolerated, or se for the 
purpose of obta the two in leir 
integrity simultaneously 
If we do not desire to produce vomiting but 
simpl » keep the ¢ i Bs ited condi- 
tion which » favorab n i is of «th 
lungs an i re i ) YT » adminis 
ter very ll dose oO iriar stil I or 2 
centigrammes [fo istan , In a po yn l stun 
of 10 grammes, this to D y 1 > teaspoon- 
ful, instead of neutralizing t effects of a stronger 
dose by means of a variable quantity of opium. 
If however, it should be deemed advisable t 


administer the latter in order to produce calm and 


momentaril 





Nevertheless, (it will be objected,) certain com 
plex medicines such as Dover’s powder for exam- 


ple, combine opium and ipecacuanha. 





That is true, but this preparation 
estimated is essentially calming and 


Ipecac is not intended to cause either vomiting or 
nausea, but merely to favor the perspiration. 


This has also t 


i I 





*n said in regard to the antag- 


€ 





onism existing between belladonna and _ opium, 
atropia and morphine. Béhier has often insisted 
upon the contrary effects of these two substances 


and has published several papers upon the subject. 
Trousseau and Pidoux also sustain this theory of 
antagonism. They state that belladonna stops the 


narcotic effect and reciprocally, that opium causes 





the intoxicating symptoms of the belladonna to 
cease entirely. They say, moreover, that in case 
the doses are not particularly heavy, the economy is 
perfectly indifferent to the action of atropia and 
morphine mixed together. 

Gubler, on the contrary, places opium among 
the synergetics of belladonna. ‘‘Opium,” he says, 
“‘although it has other means of reaching this end, 
unites its stupefying action with that of the bella- 
donna. In fact, and apart from all theoretical 
speculation, the sedative effects of opium and 
belladonna superpose and often complete each 
other: poisonous doses of one do not always suc- 
ceed in neutralizing the dominant symptoms of the 
other.” 

Gubler admits that if the administration of bel- 
ladonna does not prevent the death of a person 
poisoned by opium, this is owing to the fact that 
the opposite actions of the two agents are not 
evenly balanced, one of them bringing its principal 
effort to bear upon one point and the other upon 
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another point, and the definite results partially 
uniting instead of becoming annulled would only 
produce two equal quantities preceded by contrary 
symptoms. 

Frazer and Benett have made very interesting 
experiments in the name of the British Medical 
Association, and they affirm, that, in regard to 
poisoning, morphine and atropia are far from 
counterbalancing each other, and unite their 


Gros, Four- 
it is advan- 


f atropia 





igramme; laurel 











Vater, 20 grammes 

One gramme of th S n ntains half a 
entigramme f »rpl 1d ialf = milli- 
gramme of atropia 


On the contrary, the antagonism of atropia and 








calabar bean or eserine, is one of the most perfect 
ience can boast of It is a veritable type re- 
iting from Thomas Fraser’s experiments, and 
these substances should never be associated in the 
practice of medicine 
We can say as much also in regard to eserine 
and henbane. These examples could be multiplied 





ad infinitum: for instance we could mention the 
antagonism of alcohol and strychnine, chloral and 
strychnine, and picrotoxine of opium, hemlock, 
hashish, ether and chloroform, with this latter 
agent; but we repeat, that our intention has not 
been to make a complete study of these questions 
in the course of these few lines, but merely to call 
forth the reflection and attention of practitioners 
i { , oncours 





in regard to them.—T7vanslated from the Cor 


Medicale for American Medieal Bi-Weekly. 





TREATMENT OF DIABETES MELLITUS.—Prof. Flint, 
in a recent clinical lecture on this subject, said: 
The treatment is emphatically dietetic. There 
have been a great many remedies proposed from 
time to time, recommended as having control over 
this disease. Now I am not prepared to say that 
there are no remedies which do exercise more or 
less control over it. 3ut we should commit a 
grave error, and act very much at the expense of 
the prospects of our patients, if we gave any rem- 
edy which rendered them less careful in attending 
to the dietetic treatment. In other words, the 
dietetic treatment is to hold the first place. This 
treatment consists in withholding from the food 
almost entirely (for entirely we can not) sugar in 
any form, and all the starchy constituents of diet 
capable of being transformed into sugar. That is 
the principle. Well, if we merely state that to 
patients, and tell them they must not eat sugar, 
they must not eat starch, they will not be likely 
to carry it out. In the first place, it is not likely 
they will know enough of the subject to be able 
to carry itout, even if they were so disposed; and 


unless we go further, and are very careful as re- 
gards details, we shall find that the elimination 
of these constitutents of the food will not be done; 
they will not tolerate it. If we are to succeed we 
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should give appropriate attention to the preparation 
of the food, the articles which the 
patient should be allowed to take, and the varia- 
make this 
that 


number of 


tion of the food from 
anti-diabetic diet satisfactory to the 


day to day, to 
patients; 
is, satisfy their appetites and the purposes of nutri- 
it is done the pa- 


tion. This can be done, and if 


tient carries out the treatment, because it is no 


hardship to carry it out; and the treatment is to 
be carried out not for a few days, or a few weeks, 
or a few months, but for an indefinite period—for 
years, and perhaps during the whole of life. 

How is this second object to be effected? We 
before the patient’a list of all 


must articles 


of food which are to be 


place 
avoided, specifying them; 


not contenting ourselves with the statement in 
general terms, but specifying on the one hand _ all 
the articles of food take, 


hand all the articles of food, 


which he must not and 


on tne 
and 


other animal 





getable, and so on, which he may be allowed 


to take. He should have such a list before him, 
and such articles should be selected from _ the 
allowable ones as to make a variety from day to 


day, and so prepared by the artifices of cookery as 


to render them satisfactory. It can be done, but it 
requires patience and it requires care on 
the part of the patient or somebody else, 
and it requires some means A very 
poor man, who has no one to look after these 
matters for him, and who has not sufficient means 


to obtain all the articles of food which are desir- 


able, will find it very difficult to conquer this dis- 


ease; and in certain public institutions—this hos- 





pital, for instance—it is very « ult to carry out 


the proper dietetic treatment. It requires so many 


things and so much attention to details that the 


tetic treatment is very unsati 





die factory in public 
hospitals. 


The article of food which will cause most tr 





is bread, and diabetics realize the force of the 
statement that bread is the staff of life. Frequent- 
ly they say at first that they care little for bread, 


and can get along without it with no trouble; but 





they do not find it so after a while. They find 
that there is a craving for bread, and they feel 
that they cannot do without it. So there have 


rious substitutes for it. There is what is 


flour, 


been \ 


called the diabetic which is bran very finely 


ground so as to divest it of all rough particles; but 


it has no nutritive quality whatever. It is really 


no better than sawdust, so far as nutritive value is 


concerned, and the patient adheres to it only a 


short time. For the past two years the patients 


that I have seen have been in the habit of using a 


bread which so far seems to be satisfactory, 


but it is not entirely 


very 
divested .of starch. It is 


what is called gluten bread, prepared by the 
Health Food Company, corner of Tenth Street and 
Fourth Avenue, of this city. 
it is not entirely divested of starch, but it is so 
prepared that it is not deprived of the 
qualities of ordinary bread. 
a loaf of that bread before the class and distributed 


it. I like it to eat myself, finding it by no means 


Analysis shows that 


agreeable 
Last winter I brought 


disagreeable; and patients take this bread and it 
meets their wants, thus removing a great obstacle 
to the successful dietetic treatment of this disease. 


I do not deem it necessary to go over the entire 
list of these dietetic articles. 


You wil! find them 





by reference to different works. But the thing to 
do is to go into minute details with the patients, 
Explain to them fully just what is to be done. 
Well now, after they enter upon this course of 
treatment in a very considerable proportion of cases 
sometimes it 
Of course we 


the sugar diminishes at once, and 
should ex- 
determine 
its condition as regards the presence of sugar and 
This 


cause a disappearance of the sugar in all cases. I 


it speedily disappears. 
amine the urine from time to time to 


the amount of sugar. treatment does not 
have a patient under observation now whom I saw 
for the first time about three weeks ago—a young, 
thin, 
lieve, adopted the anti-diabetic treatment 
I prescribed no 


reason to. be- 
and has 
medicine at 
order to 
will do of 


intelligent man, who, I have 
carried it out fully. 
first, and that has been my custom, in 
itself, 
In this case it has accomplished very little so far; 
and this case I am led to will be 
one in which we can not expect mueh success from 


see what the dietetic treatment 


fear therefore 


treatment of any kind. If the dietetic treatment 
does not succeed we have no other resources; that 


will 


influence over the 





inal remedy yet known succeed, 


is, no mea 


It may have a certain disease, 
but it will 





not effect a cure. Then I could men- 





tion other cases. A gentleman whom I have seen 
now for two years, who until lately has taken 
scarcely any remedies, but has carried out the 


very faithfully, urine 


whatever. He 


dietetic treatment 





presents 
which gives no evidence of sugar 
retains his strength mentally and physically; he is 
igaged in business 
with 
perfectly 


a man of great activity, being er 


involving 


large responsibility, able to ») on 


it, and finding the dietetic treatment 


satisfactory—finding it no hardship. 


Now, as to medicines, as I have said, a great 


number have been proposed from time to time, 


have been tried a short time, and then have passed 
out of use, others taking their place. This patient 
is not under my own care here. He is under 
treatment with the sulphide of calcium, a fifth ofa 


t 
rain three times a day, together with the dietetic 
With 
one patient—a 


treatment, so far as it can 





regard to this sulphide of cz 

lical i 

this disease—consulted me ab 
} 
t 


h time he that he 
treatment, 


mec man in this vi suffered from 





hree years ago, 
had 


relinquished his 


at whi found diabetes, 


adopted the dietetic 


duties in town, which were exceedingly laborious, 


country, and his urine after a 
When I 
ago, I had 
said to me 
And by 
the way, as an evidence that this disease may have 
attention 


and went into the 


time showed no evidence of sugar. saw 


him last, which was a few months 


never seen him look better, and he 


that he had never felt better in his life. 


existed some time before the patient’s 


has been directed to any disease, this has been 
said to me over and over again by patients, even 
when the urine still contained sugar. They were 


not aware that they had any disease, as they felt 
much better than they had for months, perhaps for 


They would not be aware that they 
exam- 


years before. 
had any disease were it not for a chemical 
If they could put that out of 
consciousness of 
who 


ination of the urine. 
view they would not have the 
This 
was a very able practitioner, was led to use the 


having any disease at all. gentleman, 


remedy that I have just mentioned from finding it 
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recommended, as he told me, in some medical 
journal. He has the impression that the sulphide 
of calcium had considerable to do with his appar- 
ent cure. Well, I am free to say that when I 
talked with him about it my own belief was that 
he was apparently cured by the dietetic treatment, 
and by a change of habits of life, the avoidance 
perhaps of some excesses. 

To one patient who came to see me [I stated 
these facts with regard to that remedy, and I said, 
“If you feel no objection I will prescribe it for 
you.” This was a case in which the dietetic treat- 


ment had been extremely successful, and most of 


the time there was very little if any sugar in the 
urine. I told the patient that the remedy in ques- 
tion would do no harm; that I thought I could say 
that. He said, ‘‘Well, let us try it.” I put him 
upon the remedy, beginning with small doses, and 
increasing them. I began in his case with an 
eighth of a grain, but I think we might begin with 
a quarter of a grain; in other cases I have begun 
with a quarter of a grain three times a day, after 
a fortnight doubling it, going up to two grains, 
and continuing it indefinitely. Well, this patient 
went on in that way, and he is very much im- 
pressed with the idea that it has been of use to 
him. Now we must make some degree of allow- 
ance with regard to the opinion of the patient as 
to the effect of the remedy. I do not mean to say 
that the remedy has not been of value, butI do not 
feel as certain as the patient does with respect to 
its value. I am also prescribing the same remedy 
in three or four other cases, but the period during 
which it has been used is too short, I think, to en- 
able one to form a correct judgment with regard 
to it. I shall certainly continue the use of the 
remedy, for it can do no harm; and moreover, it 
is a gratifying thing to the patient to betaking a 
remedy which he supposes may be of use. The | 
moral effect of remedies, as people’s views are 
now, is by no means inconsiderable; it is a factor 
which we cannot altogether ignore in the treatment 
of disease. 

This disease I believe may be kept in abeyance 
indefinitely by appropriate dietetic treatment, and 
yet I am extremely doubtful whether a patient can 
ever properly consider that there is a permanent 


recovery.—American Practitioner. 


LIEBREICH ON OzONE.—We know that ozone had 
originally a very hard time as a chemical substance; 
chemists first of all denied its existence, and later 
on, undervalued it. 
among chemical substances by the experimental 


It first obtained its due place 


researches of Schiénbein and his followers. The 
fate of ozone in chemistry will probably not be 
repeated in therapeutics, as we have here to deal 
with a substance which is already well know be- 
forehand, and we know the action which ozone 
can exert on the organism. We possess a sub- 
Stance which is extraordinarily like ozone in the 
peroxide of hydrogen, which formerly belonged to 
those substances that although described and 
brought forward in books and learned sovieties, 
were rarely seen and then only by a few learned 
persons. We have not to thank any scientific 
efforts that it now has become a matter of general 
knowledge, but only researches for cosmetic pur- 
poses, 


Peroxide of hydrogen was first manufactured on 
a large scale for the purpose of dyeing dark hair 
yellow, and though this technical application it has 
become possible to experiment with this substance 
in large quantities. We know that it possesses 
quite opposite and peculiar properties, both of 
conservation and of destruction. Liebreich has on 
another occasion stated that milk can for example, 
be preserved for a long time with peroxide of 
hydrogen without undergoing putrefaction, and 
that, on the other hand, blood immediately de- 
composes peroxide of hydrogen. When _ peroxide 
of hydrogen is put into a wine glass, and a tea- 
spoonful of blood is added, it foams like champagne, 
not with carbonic acid gas, but merely with oxygen. 
It was naturally an easy step to repeat this result 
on the animalorganism, Liebreich accordingly en- 
trusted Dr. Schwerin with this research; and Dr. 
Guttmann at the same time undertook independ- 
ently a similar investigatlon, when the remarkable 
interesting result was attained, that the decomposi- 
tion is effected in the same manner in the animal 
organism as outside the body. 

This is one of the most surprising pharmacolog- 
ical experiments that can be made. When peroxide 
of hydrogen is injected into a dog, the decomposi- 
tion actually takes place in the subcutaneous con- 
nective tissue, and the animal is correspondingly 
distended at these places; a local emphysema is 
excited by the giving off of the combined oxygen 
in small quantities; this result only is attained, and 
no general effects are produced. When, however, 
considerable quantities are continuously injected 
into the animal, certain quantities of the peroxide 
of hydrogen are absorbed. It might be anticipated 
that, when a substance is injected which supplies 
oxygen to the blood, the animal would find itself 
in the very excited condition which is observed 
when an animal is introduced into an atmosphere 
of oxygen. It is, however, characteristic in all 





the processes of nutrition that substances are not 
in themselves advantageous to the organism, ex- 
cept in their right places; and thus we see this 
vital gas, when introduced by a substance which 
is from the tissues of the body, become a_ poison 
to the organism, the animal falls dead, and when 
a post mortem examination is made it is found on 
dissection that the veins are bright red, and, above 
all, in the blood are distributed bubbles of oxygen. 
The blood does not take up the oxygen; it has in- 


deed been absorbed there and then on the spot, 
but a coagulation of blood is produced by the 
breaking up of the peroxide of hydrogen, which 
supplies more oxygen than it needed; the blood- 
vessels are obstructed, and the animal dies with 
coagulation of the blood, suffocated, while possess- 
ing an excess of the oxygen, which if taken in by 
the lungs, would have been effective in the op- 
posite direction. Thus, then, it is seen that 
peroxide of hydrogen and the oxygen produced by 
it internally are of no advautage to the animal. 
By these researches, the hopes which have been 
entertained of the therapeutic value of peroxide of 
hydrogen are annihilated. It is not possible to in- 
troduce into the organism any useful supply of 


oxygen by the internal administration of this sub- 


| stance, peroxide of hydrogen, so rich in that life- 


giving gas. The same holds good with ozone, 


| with the difference, however, that the latter, when 
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to the present time has 


sd, and that therapeutic 


it has been employed, 








not been expe 


records supply statements which are directiy 
investigated phenomena 


posed to the scientifically 


of ozone. 





The first error began with the fact that people 
are in the habit of speaking in general terms of 
the contents of ozone, and that various balneolo- 
gists speak of an atmosphere rich in ozone. We 
do not know what is n by rich in ozone or 
poor in ozone, since we canno. measure it; and in 
such a phraseology desires appear to be confound- 


ed with powe We know that ozone behaves itself 





like other oxidizing substances; iodide of 


just 


potassium, as is generally known, can be mixed 


with starch, and in this way white iodized starch 


paste be produced; when blotting paper is im- 
pregnated with this we obtain a white reiictive 


paper, and when this is moistened with an  oxidiz- 
ing solution, whether it be of chlorine or of nitrous 
any other oxidizing solution, iodine is set 


the 


acid, or 
free, and it is known that 
combination of the 


starch is colored 


blue by the particles of iodine 


and starch; all oxidizing substances produce these 


element 





and this is an y experiment 


appearances, 

which every beginner can make in the laboratory. 
Of what importance is it when, from the of some 
public building in any city, ozone paper is hung 
out, and its degree of blueness is observed? For 
this nothing more is necessary than that from some 


factory chimney chlorine is given out, and the city 


rejoiges on the considerable quantity of ozone 





Liebreich insists 


the 


which its atmosphere contains. 


that general measures, in places where com- 


position of the atmosphere is not accurately 


known, are entirely unreliable. Another circum 
1 


1e use of a scale. 
it is 


referred to; but if 


stance to which he refers is t 
When one speaks of 


that something exact is 


f a color scale, implied 


this 


iodized starch paper be made of various strength, 
I per 1,000, I1'4 per 1,000, and 34 per 1,000, and 
then hung alongside of each other, then naturally 


that paper is most highly colored which contains 


most iodine, and great stress has been laid on 


these various gradations; but here again no _ stress 


is laid upon the rapidity of the movement of the 
air and the pressure of the atmosphere. This 
iodized starch paper, when hung out in a still 


atmosphere, may be subjected to an atmosphere 
very rich in ozone, and yet the paper be but very 
the other hand, 


the air 


siightly colored blue; when, on 
there is a rapid movement of sweeping 
over a paper, although the air may have a much 
neverthe- 
less become much more intensely blue. From the 
blue color obtained under such circumstances, no 
practical result can be deduced. No value can be 
attached to any observations, unless it 
how much air in a given time has passed over the 


smaller amount of ozone, the paper will 


is known 


paper. 

Another question is this: Can ozone exercise 
any therapeutic effect? This question, in the sense 
in which it is now put forward, is one which must 
be answered in the negative. Ozone occupies the 
same space, according to volume, as oxyen gas. 
Thus, when a physician says to himself, ‘I have a 
given quantity of air which contains 32 parts in 


weight of oxygen, the same contains in equal 


volume 48 parts of ozone,’ any one who relies on 
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this simple fact, and does not examine the physi- 


‘This 


intro- 


ology of the ¢ ise, may say tO a pnysician, 


means of 





into the culation, since when an 
thes, he has, in a given quantity of 
eathed one-third more oxygen that 
in a normal at ’ far 
corre Ee { Oo T its 
external propertit ex- 
tremely labile b the 
fluid tissues, in ives off 











free ox S i nascent State, 
which oxidizes very ra and it ts when it is 
given off externally on the tissues just like diluted 


oxidizing agent. When we. 





therefore, inhale 


it becomes < ompletely de- 
mouth 
and it is 


composed in the mucous membrane of the 


and in the trachea; it acts as an irritant, 
observable that concentrated quantities or ozone 


How 


sub- 


give rise to the same phenomena of irritation. 
know certainly of 
the 


therapeutic 


can we, when we such a 


stance that it is at outset 
that it 


means at present by which we can introduce ozone 


destroyed, assume 


has a action? We have no 


circulation, and, if we were to do so, the 


when we intro- 


duce peroxide of hydrogen; oxygen would be given 
off, bladders full of « would be formed 
which would produce suffocation Blood, it may 





be said, ozonizes and the contains ozone. Al- 


though, however, ozone may be developed from 
conclusion 


this 


substance, it is not correct to draw the 


that it is necessary for the existence of sub- 
Wherever oxygen is 
We 
is a product of decomposition; we 


known fact) that where decomposition 


ject. required, we see a 
that ozone 


this 


power of ozonizing. find, therefore, 


find (and 


iS a occurs, 


ozone is present. In these few words, Liebreich 


aims at putting forward the fact that we 


r “gallu 
especially 


knowledge as to the measure- 


5 


sses any 


ments of the proportions of ozone, there- 


fore no therapeutic action can be assigned to it 
He does not, therefore, further enter upon alleged 
results attained by the use of ozone.—Loudon M 
Record. 

THERAPEUTIC USES OF COLD WATER. T7yphus.— 





t : 
The treatment of typhus without complications has 


become very simple since the introduction of the 


cold water therapeutics. Two principal remedies 
are used : 

(a) The cool bath. 

(4) Natr. salicyl. 

Natr. salicyl. with chin. mur. 

The bath is used in 
severe. In light cases, 
thorough antipyretic is not so necessary, a bath 
of short duration is given. 

Each patient is measured every 
beginning of the treatment in order to ascertain 
the run of the fever, which is very necessary to 
know in order to judge of the way the natr. 
salicyl. shall be given. The principal rules are as 
follows : 

(1) Light cases.—The bath is given as soon as 
the temperature reaches 39.4°. The temperature 
of the bath, 12-15° centigrade, where the patient 
is robust, while where the patient is delicate and 
anxious a temperature of centigrade is 


cool all cases, light and 


where a rapid and 


hour in the 


20-25 
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given in the be ginning, and cold water is gradu- 


ally added until the temperature reaches from r¢ 
to 12° centigrade. Length of bath, 5-12 minutes. 
It is often found necessary in severe cases to give 


the bath at a temperature of 39°, ves, even 


at 38.5 

With the baths, natr. salicyl. is given and for 
this purpose it is necessary to know the run of 
the fever because the natr. salicyl. must be given 
before the temperature reaches its height In the 
second week of the disease the patient takes gen- 


erally three grams natr. salicyl. in the morning 
and the same dose in the afternoon; for example: 
at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. If the temperature 
increases gradually from 4 o’clock, so that at 5, 
39° is reached, the bath is given and the tempera- 
ture sinks in this manner to 37-8°, 38 

(2) Severe cases.—In severe cases, particularly 
where delirium and sopor exist, the bath is given 
at a. temperature of 39, in very severe cases 
38.5°, the temperature of the bath 12-15" centi- 
grades, and as often as the temperature of the 
patient reaches the above the bath must be re- 
peated. It often happens that ten or twelve baths 
are required daily. In cases of coma cold water 
is poured over the head from a height of ten 
centimeters or thereabouts. To this treatment is 
added natr. salicyl. from 8-10 grams per day, (4-5 
in the forenoon and 4-5 in the afternoon). A 
mixture of natr. salicyl. with chin. mur. is often 
preferred (0.5 gram natr. salicyl.+o.: 
chin. mur.) In this way the fever is 





fully influenced in severe cases. 
(3) Debility of the heart is not according to our 





opinion a contraindication, either for t baths or 
the natr. salicyl. Such patients receive in addi- 
tion up to a liter (quart?) of wine, besides So-100 
grams of rum or cognac with tea. 3efore and 
after each bath a certain quantity of wine is given, 
and during the bath the pulse and color of the 
skin are narrowly watched over. We have never 
had up to the present time one unpleasant oc- 
curence from this manner of treatment. 

(4) Complications.—Delirium of all kinds is no 
contraindication, on the contrary we consider the 
antipyretic treatment particularly called for. 

Larynx complications seem to be a contrain- 
dication. 

Laryngo-stenosis partieularly forbids t 
tion of cold water. 

Lung complications, contrary to the opinion 


1e applica- 


formerly entertained, are considered by us no 
contraindication. 

Bronchitis, atelectasis, hypostasis are benefited 
by cold water. 

Hemorrhage of the bowels is an immediate 
contraindication. 

Pain in the bowels, which indicates an affection 
of the peritonceum is an immediate contraindica- 
tion. 

Thrombosis of the cruralis is a contraindication. 

Nephritis typhosa is not a contraindication. 

2. Pneumonia, croup.—Every severe case is to be 
treated in the same manner as typhus in all the 
details. In pneumonia particularly the treatment 
must be applied with energy and persistence. 
In other words the cold water treatment must at 
once be considered the all important, and not come 
in as an auxiliary. 


Debility of the heart is treated the same as 
given above. 


ones , Avermia 





3. q, 


2 Dithts Pi 


plicemia, are all to be treated exactly according 
to the method used in typhoid fever given above. 
In the~ cases of acute exanthem it is wholly 
indifferent at what stage it has arrived, the height 
of the fever being the principal 


In these diseases, as well as others men- 





tioned above, We must consi cold water 








treatment as the greatest acquisition of the day. 
4. LHectic fever in cases of tuberculosis, verkwesend 


( ttion) pneumonia, etc.—In these cases 


we have had no satisfactory results either from the 


cold water treatment or from other methods, the 





fever being very much less influenced by the cold 
baths than in the above named diseases. The 
usual antipyretics often have no influence and we 
must confess that we do not know how to treat 
the fever in tuberculosis successfully. 

5. fyperpyrexia, (42-43.5°).—In typhus, in all the 
acute infectious diseases, pneumonia, pluritis, pur- 
ulenta acuta, as well as acute polyarthritic rheu- 
matism, we use very cold baths, 7-9° centigrade— 
the water is made colder with ice. Sudden hyper- 
pyrexia is very dangerous and can only be treated 
successfully by this method. The patient is given 


a good quantity of wine as well as hypodermic 





injections of ether or musk tincture, clysmata with 
musk tincture. During the bath the pulse and 
color of the skin are watched closely. 

We have had the pleasure of saving a great 
number of patients from sure death bv this 
method of treatment. It demands experience and 
caution, but it has before it a grand future.—/yo- 

ssor Gustav Huguenin in Physician and Surgeon. 


GELSEMIUM SEMPERVIRENS.*—The therapeutical 
history of this plant, like many another which has 
finally taken a permanent place in our Pharmaco- 


poeia, will have to be made up of the various ad- 








ventures of irregular ‘‘doctors’” and negroes in the 


different localities where it grows, and where it has 





been in use as a domestic medicine, entering into 
many of the abominable concoctions given by the 
‘native’ doctors. 

The story related in the U. S. Dispensatory 
about the negro who gave it to his master has 
gone the rounds for many years, but every 
Southern neighborhood has its parallel story about 
the wonderful effects of yellow jessamine. 

Dr. M. A. Curtis in his ‘‘ Plants Around Wilming- 
ton,” (1831) tells of a negro who ‘‘administered a 
portion of the root to two patients in Wilmington, 
one of whom soon died uader its effects, and the 








*Gelsemium instead of gelsemizum is the spelling adopted by 
Gray, A. Wood, M. A. Curtis, Chapman, and others. It is a 
small matter but the British Medical Journal (June 5th, 1830) has 
gone over the origin of the word and finds that Professor Amos 
Eaton in the fifth edition of his Manual of Botany of North 
America published in 1829, writes “\gelseminum,” while Jussieu, 
in his Genera Plantarum published in 1789, describes it under 
the name of “Gelsemium.” On going still further back, 
Morrison in his Plantarum Historia Oxoniensis Universalis,pub- 
lished in 16y9, calls it “gelseminum’’; and on reference to old 
John Parkinson’s Theatrum Botanicum (1649) he gives two ex- 
cellent figures of the plant, and entitles it ‘“‘Gelseminum sive 
Iasminum Indicum flavum odoratis-simum,” &c. The modern 
American botanists mentioned have followed Jussieu who gave 
the generic name to the, plant which to our mind tufficient] ; 

| confirms the spelling. 
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other was only saved by the timely aid of a phy- 
sician.” The mode of treatment he does not men- 
tion. 

In Brunswick county in this State an irregular 
practitioner had his attention called to the peculiar 
poisonous effects of wild honey, on a family who 
had eaten it. The ptosis and peculiar impairment 
of respiration brought to his mind the effects ofa 
jessamine decoction he had been in the habit of 
using for fevers, and confirmed him in the belief 
that the bees had fed on the gelsemium flowers. 
This was as early af 18s Other examples of the 
same kind of poisoning with honey, and, in child- 
from the 





ren, flowers ac- 


cumulated in different directions, and so great was 


eating of gelsemium, 


the antipathy to the plant, that although it is one 
of the most beautiful of our climbers, and formerly 
ornamented many a southern piazza, it has almost 
disappeared in cultivation. 

gelsemium been 
Dr. 


A. Anderson, now a venerable physician, who has, 


In no part of the country has 


so extensively used as in Wilmington. Edwin 
since his graduation, assiduously studied the effects 
of indigenous remedies, and especially during the 


four years of war when imported drugs were 
scarce in civil practice, has come to rely with such 
confidence in anti-periodic effects of gelsemium 


tincture, that even after hostilities ended and other 
drugs were attainable he has adhered to his pre- 
ference to it, over the cinchona preparations. 

We are convinced from a very careful examina- 
ticn of a sufficient number of cases of malarial 
fever, that its claim upon the attention of physi- 


cian will not rest in its anti-periodic qualities. In 
the small doses given, the taste is not objection- 
able, it is cheap as compared with any of the 
cinchona alkaloids; it answers very well in the 


milder forms of tertian ague, as do so many other 
drugs; but to get the complete effects necessary, in 
cases of profound malarial poisoning would be 
push it to a degree that would materially obscure 
the real condition of the patient; and to leave it 
in the hands of nurses, in such cases as it would 
be entirely safe to leave quinine or even Fowler’s 
solution, would be a serious risk principally be- 
cause no antidote to the drug has been found. 
Gelsemium is fast taking its place as a remedy 
for facial neuralgia, in which cases it many times 


to 


But its success is not so great 
would have been an- 


gives speedy relief. 
in cases of malarial tic, as 
ticipated from its reputation as anti-malarial quali- 
ties. A practical objection to gelsemium in such 
cases, is the large and repeated doses necessary to 


such 


doses being unpleasant, and when unsuccessful in 


overcome pain, the narcotism resulting from 


the relief of pain, leaving the patient in a worse 


condition than before. Combined with quinine in 
medium doses 
S. Fa, 
drops fl. ext., to two grains of quinine—good 
The Medical Journal, (June 
is that gelsemium 
neuralgia depends 


neuralgia of the face, and given in 

repeated—r5 drops tr. gelsemium U or 5 
re- 
sults follow. Sritish 
12, page 594) 


succeeds best when 


of the opinion 
the 

If this be correct judgement 
not hold a 
neuralgia, 


facial 
upon decayed teeth. 
it will probably a as 
curative agent 


would easily be given to chloral or morphia. 


long 
preference 


position 
in as the 


We owe to English experimenters our 


present 





knowledge of the mydriatic effects of gelseminia, 
In the London Lancet in 1876, Dr. Ringer called 
attention to the fact that while the internal admin- 
istration of the drug contracted the pupil, the ex- 
ternal application of the alkaloid gelsemia, in solu- 
tion % grain to the ounce—caused dilatation of the 
pupil. The tincture or fluid extract applied to 
the eye does not dilate the pupil, but causes irrita- 
tion. 

With solutions of moderate the 

in 
once 


strength 
maximum 


* pupil 
slowly dilates, and attains its from 
fifty to seventy seconds, fully 
dilated remains permanently so but 
in ten or twelve hours the patient is again enabled 
It 
the 
effects of atropia, the mydriatic power of the latter 
The vision 
is not nearly so great under the effects of gelse- 
It seems, there- 
fore, from this hasty narration, that gelsemia is to 
the of 


eascs.—North Carolina Medical Fournal. 


and when 


many hours; 


to read the print of an ordinary newspaper. 


will be observed how this result differs from 


lasting a week or more. mistiness of 


minia as when atropia is applied. 


be of great service in treatment eye dis- 


THE ‘‘ THERAPEUTIC SKEPTICISM” FASHION.—Dr, 
Milner Fothergill writes to the Philadelphia Med- 
ical Times: 

Dr. Waters, in his to the Liverpool 
School, pursued the topic thus: ‘‘ The great object 
for which you come here is to learn how rec- 
ognize and treat diseases,—to learn how to be of 
practical use in the alleviation of human suffering. 
The public estimate our service, will honor 
and reward us, in proportion as are able to 
treat successfully their ailments. They do not 
stop to enquire how far we are skilled anatomists 
or able physiologists,—how far we are good chem- 


address 


to 


and 
we 


ists or botanists,—but how far we can, by the 
application of remedial measures, cure their dis- 
eases; and, therefore, although the sciences con- 


nected with medicine are of the highest importance, 
a knowledge of them alone will not make a phy- 
sician or a surgeon.’ It is positively refreshing to 
find that once more medical are recog- 
nizing the fact that the public would like to have 
something for their money; that what they want 


teachers 


is a man who can benefit them in return for the 
money they pay,—in fact, ‘‘value_ received.” 
This is a healthy reaction against the doctrine 
recently taught insidiously, if not formally pro- 
mulgated, that it was first of all requisite that a 
medical man should be highly educated, familiar 
with the collateral studies of medicine, well in- 


formed in society, learned in the causation of dis- 
ease, skilled in its detection, prophetic almost in 


his diagnosis, but impotent, or nearly so, as a 


therapeutist, professing not to believe in drugs. 
The impertinence of this last was only equaled by 
the dishonesty underlying it. If the man who 
‘*disbelieves” in drugs arrived at his conclusion 
after long, patient, unbiased trial of them, then 
his conclusion would be entitled to every respect. 
But when the assertion comes from lips which 
speak from the standpoint of the dead-house, from 
the physical examination in the hospital wards, 


when the tired teacher almost forgot to prescribe, 


then it carries no weight of conviction with it; it 
is undisguised impertinence which ought to be 
birched. When a patient comes to one intrusting 
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confidence, placing health and life in our hands, 
and with them the prospects of his wife and 
children, surely in return a medical man with a 
spark of manly feeling or true self-respect, will 
meet that trust as a man ought to do, viz: by the 
fullness of knowledge. Ignorance which can be 
removed by pains is nearly as execrable and 
morally detestable as malice. To let a patient die 
for the want of knowledge which can be acquired 
if the effort were made properly, is nearly as 
wicked as to kill him purposely. To slay a patient 
by ordering him chloral when the respiration is 
failing—no uncommon event, I regret to say— 


because the prescriber is ignorant of the effects of | 


chloral upon the respiratory centers, differs little 
from willful murder. It is a pity that some of our 
teachers do not look at the matter of therapeutics 
from the standpoint of the day of judgment. I 
venture to think that, if they did, a number would 
reconsider their therapeutic belief. 

Dr. H. Donkin, at Westminster Hospital, has 
looked at the subject in this light. He says of 
the doctor, ‘‘He, more than any, has to exercise, 
in the complexity of his relations, that fine taste, 
the heritage of the ages, which enables him to 
distinguish between right and wrong, and has con- 
stantly, while regarding his own necessary self- 
interest, to keep in view his bounden duty to his 
fellow men. The doctor alone is paid for doing 
what all right-minded men would freely do for 
their fellows—all that is in their power.” Cer- 
tainly ; but do all of them do ‘ 
when they allow themselves to be grossly ignorant 
of the advances in therapeutics ? 

Here is another charge brought against sundry 
members of the profession, viz: that they possess 
not the requisite tact and knowledge to find out 
what is the matter with their patients, and send 
away these patients to foreign lands, to the detri- 
ment of all their worldly interests, when really 
they ought to send them away telling them to 
consult some one who may possess more insight. 
No; it is easier to send them abroad and trust to 
time. If the patient gets well, then the credit of 
a cure is assumed; if the patient becomes really 
ill, then the opinion is confirmed. It is a curious 
suggestive fact, that of the physicians who have 
the strongest partiality for sending their patients 
abroad, a large portion do not command the in- 
tellectual respect of their fellow-men in the pro- 
fession, or are avowedly skeptical as to the effi- 


‘all in their power,” 


cacy of drugs. It is commonly enough said: ‘*Oh, 
yes, he sends his patients abroad when either he 
does not know what is the matter with them or 
does not know what to do for them.” And it is 
to be feared that this is not always mere scandal. 
These refuges of ‘ignorance or indolent credulity ” 





are getting exposed one after another, and do nota| 


have the effect of increasing the confidence of the 
public in the profession. 


AN Evit anp Irs Remepy.—It is an undeniable 
fact that a breach has, of late years, been created, 
and, we fear, is growing wider, between the phy- 
sician and the prescription druggist. Really mem- 
bers of the same _ prefession, pharmacy being an 
off-shoot of medicine, the interests of doctor and 
druggist were originally mutual, each being an aid 
to the other Through a combination of circum- 


stances, however, an antagonism has developed, 
and frequently the physician looks upon the drug- 
gist asa thorn in his side. This feeling has taken 
expression in recent action by the medical profes- 
sion of this city, an action through which, it is 
hoped, the underlying cause or causes of the an- 
tagonism may be unearthed. Already this action 
has revealed several causes of ill feeling, and we 
are glad to learn that the chances of their removal 
are favorable, and that the druggists show a dis- 
position to codperate in bringing about a general 
amnesty. This is a consummation devoutly to 
be wished. 

Our space forbids a reference to more than one 
or two of the evils of which physicians complain, 
and for which a little reflection will convince them 
that they are quite as responsible as are the drug- 
gists. It is urged that the druggist charges exor- 
bitant prices for the drugs with which he fills 
the physician's prescriptions, with the result, in 
cases of continued sickness among artisans and 
those in moderate circumstances, of exhausting the 
ready cash on hand, and compelling the physi- 
cian to wait for his fees until the little store has 
been replenished—perhaps for an indefinite period. 
This fact has driven many physicians to dispens- 
ing their own medicines, and, as a retaliatory 
measure for thus invading his prerogative, the 
druggist has taken to counter-prescribing, and to 
the sale of patent nostrums. That the prices 
charged for prescriptions are, in the great majori,y 
of cases, exorbitant, is a fact, but the fault of this 
lies not entirely with the druggist. 

In presenting both sides of the question, it is 
but fair to say that it is asserted by the druggist 
that he is obliged, through the action ot physi- 
cians, to carry a large amount of expensive and 
unprofitable stock, this stock being the various 
compounds of drugs which certain manufacturing 
pharmacists have placed on the market, under the 
protection of a copyright which enables them to 
hold a monopoly of them, and thus to extort 
prices for them out of all proportion to their in- 
trinsic value. Physicians are induced to prescribe 
these compounds, and as their name is legion, the 
druggist is saddled with an expensive and com- 
paratively dead stock, to compensate himself tor 
his investment, in which he is obliged to add to 
the price of legitimate drugs. We say ‘“‘legitimate 
drugs,” for these compounds are not legitimate, 
many of them being in direct conflict with the 
Code of Ethics, to which all regular physicians in 
this country have subscribed. If there is one 
thing more than another which the Code con- 
demns, it is the copyrighted preparations which 
are placed on the market. and which physicians 
(thoughtlessly, in most instances,) prescribe. This 
evil of trade-marks and copyrights on medicinal 
agents has grown to be ‘an abuse of gigantic pro 
portions, and is very generally practiced by the 
manufacturing pharmacists of this county, with a 
few honorable exceptions. 

The practice of copyrighting compounds, to 
which our attention has been called by a corres- 
pondent, whose letter appears in another column, 
and which, it is believed, physicians have done 
much to foster, has; moreover, given the druggist 
ground for complaint, when regarded from another 
point of view. The pharmacist contends, and not 
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without reason, that it has a ruin 
pharmacy as a profession, and to 
trade, a mere retailing of ready-made goods. 

If physicians were to have a proper regard for 


would regard them as _ profes- 


tendency to 


turn it into a 


the druggists, and 


sional associates, as they really are, cultivating 
but another branch of a common profession, they 
would, we venture to assert, obviate much of the 


cause of existing ill-feeling. Let them confine their 
prescriptions to the tinctures and fluid extracts of 
drugs, and to such extemporaneous combinations 
as are required by the case in hand, and avoid 
stereotyped prescriptions of all kinds, and much 


cause for ill-feeling will be avoided.—College and 
Clinical Record. 

THe INDUCTION OF ABORTION AS A THERAPEU- 
MeAsuRE.—At a late meeting of the Obstetri- 


Priestly read a paper 


+e 
cal Society of London, Dr. 


on this subject. He considered that the indica- 
tions for the induction of abortion, as distinct 
from the induction of premature labor, had never 
been laid down with sufficient precision in this 
country. It was usual to say that each case must 
be judged on its merits, and this lack of rules 
might unfortunately lead to serious abuse. Ex- 


amples had repeatedly come within his knowledge, 
where abortion had been provoked for reasons 
which seemed to him quite inadequate. Though 
the medical man was no doubt acting in entire 
good faith in these cases, it would have been very 
difficult to sustain his action in a court of law. 
For instance, in one case abortion was induced at 
the fourth or fifth month, on account of a bad 
rupture of the perineum at the last confinement. 
In a succeeding pregnancy a sound was introduced 
with a similar object at the end of a month; this, 
however, had no effect, and she went to full term, 
and had an easy and natural labor. In a 
instance an attempt was made to induce abortion 


second 


at the second month because the patient had 
aborted not long before, and it was feared that 
pregnancy had recurred too speedily, while a 


much desired journey would have to be postponed 
recurred at the period 
before. the attempt 
patient went to her full term. It 
to remind wifes and mothers that even spontaneous 
health than 


same as 


the 
necessary 


if miscarriage 


Fortunately, failed, and 


was 
abortion is often more damaging to 
natural parturition, more frequently lays the foun- 
dation of and if repeated, the 
period of youth and comeliness. 


disease, abridges 
These risks were 
necessarily greater if abortion The 
reasons which may be adduced as justifying the 
(1) Pelvic 
birth 


was _ induced. 
induction of abortion are the following: 
deformity so great as to preclude the of a 
viable child. (2) Narrowing of genital canal by 
tumors, cicatrices, or cancer, so as to prevent the 
passage of a viable child. Great care was here 
necessary not tO over-estimate the amount of ob- 
If a series of cases of Cesarean section 
the for 
un- 


fair 


struction. 
with fair success should occur, 
inducing abortions in such instances would be 
dermined. In of cancer there was 
ground for this operation, since the woman had 
but a short time to live in (3) In ob- 
stinate vomiting in pregnancy, all other 


reasons 


cases 


any case. 
when 


expedients are fruitless, and a fatal result is anti- 
cipated if relief cannot be afforded. (4) In éclamp- 
sia, 


abortion should only be induced as a last 
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resort, to save life. (5) In irreducible retroversion 
or retroflexion of the gravid uterus, but only when 
life is seriously threatened, not merely because the 
(6) In hemorr- 


where 


displacement is irreducible. severe 


certain 





other diseases 


7 the 
complication of pregnancy is undoubtedly endan- 


The responsibility of inducing abor- 


hage. (7) In 


gering life. 
tion should never be undertaken without a consul- 
M.* Tar- 
a legal declaration 


tation of two or more medical and 
nier had that 
should be made to the public every 
He would lay it down that the induction ait 
the life of the 
.mother is so imperiled by the continuance of preg- 
itself 

In 
sanity, chorea, and the like, the proper treatment 
was probably to treat the morbid conditions, and 


men, 
even suggested 
prosecutor in 
case. 
abortion is only legitimate when 


nancy that emptying the uterus presents as 


the only alternative to save the mother. in- 


leave the pregnancy to take care of itself.—J/edi- 


caland Surgical Reporter. 


TANNIN.—Lewin has found that tannin ceases to 
coagulate albumen and fibrin if it be treated with 
an alkali until the mixture has a slightly alkaline 
reaction. This alkaline tannate is decom- 
posed, but it cannot be obtained in a crystalline 
form. Although the compound does not coagulate 
albumen, it produces in the mouth the characteris- 


readily 


tic astringent sensation. Tannin will precipitate 
pepsin, and coagulate peptones, and hence it has 
been supposed to interfere with the process of 


digestion. But, according to Lewin, this conclusion 
is erroneous, for such precipitated peptone is read- 
hydrochloric acid, and the 
prevent such 
some experi- 
that the 
interfere 
and fibrin by pepsin 
formed just 
A solution 
or 


ily soluble in a little 
presence of this acid is sufficient to 
coagulation trom taking In 
digestion, found 
least 


place, 
he 
the 


ments in artificial 
presence of tannin did not in 
with the digestion of albumen 
and hydrochloric acid; peptones were 
as if the tannin had not been present. 
of tannin being added, drop by drop, to blood 
lymph, a permanent the albumen 
did not take place until the alkalinity of the blood 


coagulation of 


was neutralised. This is explained by the fact that 
the tannate of albumen is soluble in alkaline car- 
bonate, and is not precipitated as long as the 
alkaline carbonate is present. The antiseptic action 


of tannin was long doubted because fungi grow in 


its solution. This is, however, the case with many 
other agents which retard decomposition; and the 
antiseptic influence of tannin has been proved by 
experiments, which are confirmed by Lewin. It 
not only prevents decomposition of organic sub- 
stances; but will arrest the growth of the yeast- 


plant. An investigation into the action of tannin 
on the living muscles seem to demonstrate that the 
but considerably 


muscle becomes less extensible, 


more elastic, so that, when the extension is over, 
the muscle regains its original length more nearly 
It is a similar condition to that 
Temporary 


than in health. 
which is met with during rigor mortis. 
arrest of the supply of oxygen has a similar effect 
on a muscle. Lewin conjectures, therefore, that 
the tannin produces its effect by transforming the 
alkali of the blood and lymph into the soluble 
| tannin compound, which tends to abstract oxygen 
| from the tissues, and to produce the local maniles- 
It is this influence, he sug- 


| tations of anoxzemia. 











di- 


ast- 
nin 
the 


ibly 








gests, that determines the contraction of vessels 
under its influence, and has led to its general em- 
ployment as a styptic. He has found that after the 
injection of a solution of tannin beneath the skin 
of a frog’s leg the muscles become pale and firm, 
just as if frozen, and their larger vessels are almost 
empty, although the chief arteries of the limb are 
well filled.—Zondon Lancet. 


Tonca.—W. O'Neill, M. D., M. R 
don, writes the Lancet as follows: I 





before me dated Fiji, September 7th, 1880, written 
by a gentleman long a resident in the country to 
his father in England. As this gentleman seems 
to know a great deal about the discovery of tonga, 
I shall, with your permission, gave an extract or 
two from his letter. The history of the discovery 
of tonga which he gives differs somewhat from that 
mentioned by Dr. Bancroft, as stated in Mr. 
Christy’s letter in your impression of December 
4th. 

The letter says, ‘‘At Lau, in Lomaloma, the 
windward portion of this group, has resided for 
many years a Mr. Veccey, a Hungarian gentleman, 
married to a half-caste Tongan wife. For above 
two years he suffered so much from neuralgic pains 
in the head that he went almost mad at times. His 
wife persistently stated that the Fijians could cure 
him, but some latent fear of poison for a long 
while operated to prevent his trying any native 
medicine. Finally he acceded to his wife’s en- 
treaties, and consented to try the natives’ remedies, 
but conditionally that the medicine should be 
shown to him before he took it. During two years 
Mr. Veccey took and tried no less then fifty-five 
different medicines—the juice of leaves, barks, and 





roots—all of which he would only take after seeing 
the plant or tree from which they were taken, and 
he obtained on each occasion the native name and 
took a written note of it. 

‘‘From the bulk of these remedies he received 
no visible relief, nor he could perceive any effect; but 
from four of them he derived some temporary 


alleviation from Finally, 





sustained agony. 


a medicine was ht to him which in four 





doses effected a complete and permanent cure. 
“One of the Messrs, Ryde r ot Man rO roin 
- 


home, Mr. Veccey entru 





ed to him a few packages 


of medicine consisting of the four barks which had 





alleviated his sufferings and the one that had cured 
him, so cut up and mixed as to defy discovery, nor 
did he entrust the secret to Mr. Ryder. Hesimply 





requested Mr. Ryder to endeavor to ascertain if 
the medicines contained any new and unknown 
valuable properties, and, if so, if he could make a 


commercial speculation of them. 





“I may add that the barks are cut to shreds and 
mixed to prevent discovery, and every effort here 
is used to keep them a secret.” 

fhe name ‘‘tonga’” was given to the combina. 
tion of barks in obedience to the wishes of Mr. 
Veccey’s wife.—London Lancet. 

TURPETH MINERAL iN Croup,—In your last issue 
(March 26th) Dr. Horatio Bigelow gives us some 
novel views on the treatment of croup. He re- 
commends the use of turpeth mineral as an emetic, 
with aconite or veratrum viride as a febrifuge, and 
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the hypodermic injection of atropine to relax spasm. 
Dr. Bigelow is doubtless aware that turpeth miner- 
al is a dangerous remedy. Several fatal cases of 
its use are on record. The emetic action of this 
preparation is merely the first stage of its poison- 
ous operation. For these and other reasons, would 
it not be better to produce the necessary emesis 
with milder remedies 

Aconite and veratrum viride are powerfully de- 
pressing even to adults. It would be interesting 
to know what proportion of a minim of aconite 
Dr. Bigelow would administer every half-hour to a 
child of eight months? 

The hypodermic injection of atropine for the 
correction of spasm, or the pain of spasm, 
is favorably spoken of, but in Dr. Bigelow’s 
case its use appears to have been followed 
by the ejection of false membrane. As 
the membrane was so loosely attached to the larynx, 
would not an ordinary emetic have caused it to be 
thrown off? 

The treatment I follow is that recommended in 
Dr. Tanner’s ‘ 
fourth American edition). 


Practice of Medicine” (page 883 


’ 


I begin treatment with an ‘emetic dose of wine 
of ipecac in sweetened water. When the heat of 
the body is above the normal standard, as ascer- 
tained by the thermometer, a warm bath is used 
to lessen it. I then resort to the use of the iodide 
of potassium, combined with assafoetida and senega, 
as in the following prescription. 

Prescription for a child about two years old, suffer- 
ing from croup: 

R Pota 


Ir. assafcetidze f. 3 jss 


. iodidi gr. xv 





Tr. senegz f. 3 iij 
Syrupi mori ad. 3 iij. 
{. Ft. mist. 


M. 
Sig.—One small teaspoon 


il every two, three, or 
four hours. 
The iodide of potassium restrains nutrition gen- 


erally, normal as well as abnormal, and it at the 





same time promotes elimination. The assafcetida 
diminishes secretion and controls the spasmodic 
element. The senega is most useful after the in- 
lammatory stage with spasm has passed. Finally, 
syrup of mulberries is indicated in sore throat, 
This treatment is not dangerous, and I can safely 
recommend it as curative.—J. J. Cassidy, M. D., 
in AMWedical R / 

THe Biorocicat Acrion or BERBERIN.—Curci 
(Il Ruccoglitore med., vol. .xiv., No. 4, 1880.—Lo 
Speriment., fasc. x., 1880) has investigated the 


physiological and therapeutical action of berberin 


and reports the following conclusions as the results 
of his experiments: 1. Peripheral capillary circula- 
tion is obstructed after administration of the drug. 
This stoppage of the flow is not brought about by 
vascular contraction, but by coagulation of the 
blood in the capillary vessels. The thrombi thus 
formed are, however, readily swept away by the 
current of the blood. 2. The blood in the vessels 
becomes changed. The colored corpuscles diminish 
in size, assume a round shape, show nuclei, and 
appear granular. They seem to be surrounded by 
a pale rim. 3. Berberin stains the muscular fibres. 
The transverse stri# soon loose their color. The 
coloration of the longitudinal stri#, however, is 
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Muscular contraction is the assumed 
4. Connective tissue, 


very marked. 
cause of this phenomenon. 
the skin, and other structures are hardened by the 
drug. Suppuration does not take place. The 
hypodermic injection of sulphate of berberin pro- 
duces irritation, pains, cedema, and congestion. 
After some time the skin at the point of injection 
becomes hard and tense. Exudation and throm- 
bosis also occur. 5. Its action on the alimentary 
canal consists of: irritation of the mucosa, stimu- 
lation of peristaltic motion, increased secretion, 
improved digestive power, augmented tonus, and 
general advance in the powers of resistance. 

It appears therefore, that, histologically, berberin 
is a coloring agent. From a therapeutic stand- 
point it stimulates intestinal function and hardens 
tissues. It seems to be indicated: a, in atonic 
gastro-enteritis, and the diarrhoea of strumous and 
scrofulous subjects; 4, in chronic dysentery, even 
when extensive ulceration of the mucous membrane 
exists; the dose is 0.0I—0.02, twice or three times 
daily; ¢c, in atonic wounds and ulcers; d, in chronic 
conjunctivitis.—Allg. Med. Cent. Zeit.—Medical 
Record, 


THERAPEUTICS OF TUBERCULAR PERITONITIS.— 
Samual Gee, M. D., F. R. C. P., Lond., closes an 
article on tubercular peritonitis in the Lancet with 
the following note on the treatment of the affec- 
tion: 

The first thing to mind, in the treatment of 
tubercular peritonitis, is to keep the abdomen at 
rest. This can be done only by keeping the 
patient in bed. I have known a boy, who was 
slowly recovering whilst he was in bed, undergo a 
fatal relapse of his disease by being taken up and 
dressed against orders. 

Another part of the treatment consists in putting 
a flannel bandage round the belly, so as to reach 
from the hips to the ribs. Much pain in the abdo- 
men is alleviated by hot and moist fomentaions, 
as hot as the patient can bear; linseed meal poul- 
tices, flannel fomentations, or, what is usually 
best, a flannel bag full of bran or camomile flowers, 
which can be heated in hot water or an oven as 
often as needful. You may sprinkle the fomenta- 
tion with laudanum; or you may smear the abdo- 
men with a liniment composed of equal parts of 
extract of belladonna and glycerine. 

I need not say much about the necessity of 
allowing none but the most easily-digestible kinds 
of food; in short, to feed the patient very muchas 
you would feed a baby. Cod-liver oil, if it can be 
taken, is sure to do good. 

For the ascites you may 
cautiously, beginning with three or four grains, 
made into an emulsion, with an equal quantity of 
compound tragacanth or almond powder, and some 
water., If this mixture disagree with the stomach 


try copaiba resin 


you must discontinue it. 
When suppuration has set in the proper treat- 
ment is assiduous poulticing.—London Lancet. 





GELSEMIUM IN FAciAL NEURALGIA.—Suffering 
severely from facial neuralgia last night, I took a 
dose (ten minims) of the fluid extract of gelsemium, 
U. S. P. In half an hour, being very little better, 


I took another dose of the same strength. In 
fifteen minutes after the second dose, I was so 























drowsy that I could scarcely keep awake. There 
Was great pain over the frontal region—no neural- 
gia. The pulse was weak, and intermittent. I had 
pupils were 
slightly contracted; and there was a general feeling 
of collapse. I took a cup of very strong tea, and 
in five minutes was very sick, vomiting freely, but 
I had then given to mea 
glass of strong brandy and water, which was fe- 
In two hours, I was right 
again. The neuralgia has not This 
may be of use to those who use the drug for 
neuralgia. I have frequently used it for others in 
smaller doses (four to six minims), but never gave 
I have found it 
very valuable in neuralgia of the face, even when 
due to bad teeth.—George H. H. De Wolfe, M. D., 
in British Med. Four. 


cold shivering and dizziness. The 


not feeling any better. 


peated in half an hour. 
reappeared. 


such a large dose to begin with. 


THERAPEUTIC EFFECTS OF CHLORATE OF PoTas- 
stuM.—Dr. Alex. Harkin, in an exhaustive paper on 
this subject in the Dublin Journal of Medical Science, 
says: 

In tabes mesenterica the chlorate has a power- 
ful effect, and in the diarrhcea and dysentery of 
children, when given by the mouth and by enema, 
the most satisfactory results have been observed in 
my own practice and in that of the Vienna faculty, 
as published in the Rudolph Hospital Reports for 
1869. Finally, in diseases of the skin, which gen- 
erally are characterized by debility and a dyscrasia 
of the blood, the salt is a most potent remedy. 
In erysipelas no one is likely to question its value, 
particularly if combined with iron. It is equally 
useful in erythema nodosum, in eczema, in impeti- 
go and purpura, in lupus when of scrofulous origin, 
in boils and carbuncles, in acne rosacea; and in 
that ailment so intractable and so troublesome to 
the fair sex, acne punctata, I have prescribed it 
with unvarying success. The remedy given inter- 
nally appears to have a controlling power on the 
follicles, and prevents the 
usual progress toward suppuration. In acne rosa- 
cea the salt seems to combat the enlargement of 
the blood-vessels and congestion of the skin, on 
which the disease depends. In epithelioma and 
cancroid affections of the skin and mouth its 
efficacy as a lotion is generally acknowledged.— 
American Practitioner. 


sebaceous glands and 


BIsMUTHIC BLACKENING OF THE TONGUE,—It has 
been observed by many medical practitioners that 
a patient’s tongue is apt to blacken whilst he takes 
any ot the usual bismuth. This 
eaction is probably due to the reduction of finely 
powdered metallic bismuth upon the tongue by 
the sugar formed in the saliva after eating starchy 
matters. 

Having fasted for a few hours, I carefully rinsed 
out my mouth with water, and to a heated alkaline 
solution containing a salt of bismuth, I then added 
some of my saliva, when no change of color took 
place. I next ate some bread, and subsequently 
introduced some of my saliva to the heated alkaline 


preparations of 


solution containing a compound of bismuth, when 
blackening of the mixture readily occurred.—J. 
Lawrence-Hamilton, M: R. C. S., in British Med. 


Four. 
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THERAPEUTIC Nortes.—In the treatment of 
tetanus and trismus, Spoerer has successfully em- 
ployed hot-water compresses. He dips a large 
enough piece of coarse flannel in water of a tem- 
perature which can just be borne by the hand (50° 
to 55° C.), and applies the compress to the occiput 
and along the spine. 


Quebracho has been used by J. R. 


Berkart as an 
efficient palliative in the dyspncea of emphysema, 
atheroma, and _ fatty 
Relief followed within 
exhibition of a teaspoonful of the fluid extract. 


degeneration of the heart. 


three minutes after the 


In purulent inflammations of the urinary tract, 


French has found kava kava an efficient remedy, 
and has also used it with success in four cases of 
cystitis. In urethritis the formula he employed 
was, sixty grammes of the fluid extract of eucalyp- 
fluid extract 


benzoic 


tus globulus, twenty grammes of the 
kava 
twelve 


two grammes of acid, and 


kava, 
borax; three 
According to the 


y 
Dupuy, kava kava is a sialog 


grammes of powdered tea- 


spoonfuls daily. statements of 


rue, a bitter: to a 
1} 


slight extent a nervine stimulant, and a blennosta- 

















tic. In acute urethritis and va the resin ob 
tained from kava kava was likewise proved satis- 
factory in allaying pain and dimi x secretion. 
—David Page, M. D M. R. C. P. in Lond. 
Lancet. 

Tu i \TMENT O \ iM -l am ver glad 
to see Dr. Marshall’s 1 1 of his success with 
the iodine treatmen Th ) ving ca las ¢ 
curred in m ) ( i yrmer nunica- 
tion, and is a xX 1 the ben ial re- 
sults of the method I I ud suff 1 fo h 
last xX or > v 1 y L e +t A i 
comir mn in the r t yu 3 A. M which 
forme: ccurred o in ic or Jj but latter 
ly throughout t ve I paint i iines of 
both p nog 1 la ix of equ 
of th Limen id { a ) 1 and o 
ed him to itit every n Th ct 
I saw him he told a 1a he id 1 had 1 
a good n ts si ) t ynins t 
all night, and w 1 1 on wakin th 
morning that he got bed » look I 
watch before he would be >it. He discontinued 


the iodine after a few applications, as the skin be- 


came sore, but he has had no return of the attacks. 


—Robert Saundby I. D., in British Wed 


Fourna: 











Yy oO ( H i ‘ 

enti iral diss yn pub d 

ro, stat hat h tested the 

l-hydi oth a] ind experi- 

mentaliy, on unhealthy, badly granulating, wounds 
By excision of a piece of 1 in dogs, and inf 

tion of the wound with putrefying matter, he pro 

duced unhealthy ulcerating surfaces. Some of these 

he dressed with « ne or tw per cent. so ution o 

chloral-hydrate, while t rest wet nply covered 

with a moist cloth. first very soon came 
healthy, and cicatrise ) th r 

ulcers, on microscopic examtir v found 





covered with a layer of micrococci, which 





peared after two or three days’ dressing wi 
chloral-hydrate. 
clinically; and the writer has also 





These results 


snown 


that an 


Periscopic Department. 
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equal per cent. solution of 
chloral-hydrate destroyed in twenty minutes, all 
mobility of the bacteria in a putrefying infusion of 
flesh.— British Med. Four. 


quantity of a one 





ON THE ABSORPTION AND ELIMINATION OF QUI- 
NINE.—From a series of experiments undertaken 
upon this point, the author concludes as follows: 

Ist. Quinine is certainly not eliminated by the 
saliva. 

2d. It is not eliminated by the sweat. 

3d. It is not absorbed after friction upon the 
4th. It appears at the end of thirteen to fifteen 


minutes in the urine, when it has been adminis- 
tered by hypodermic injection. 
5th. It 


utes, when it has been 


appears after fifteen to seventeen min- 
administered by the mouth 
and the prime viz are in good condition. 

6th. It is 


twenty-five 


ceptible at the end of twenty to 





minutes, when it has been adminis- 


tered by means of the enteroclysm and the patient 
has retained this for some time. 
"th. It is 


minutes when it has 


found at the end of thirty to 


forty 


been injected by the aid of 





























the ordinary clysopompe (Davidson’s syringe) and 
has been retained some time.-—// JA/ 17ni.—La 
Pi AJ , Belze, Jan. 30, 1880.—S?/. Louis Courier 
( 
THERAPEUTIC HIN FROM A TED OR PER- 
1 reED PrysIOLoGic P ! Dr. J. A. Me- 
Corkle (Proceedings Medical Societ of Kings 
Cou M: 1, 1881,) I ! \ ipted, in 
interesting paper, to derive from the retrograde 
Liss m mor S indl s to t itment, 
hus according to the paper, as the blood in some 
s of e ty 1 fe am- 
moniacal 1 for reason an nia are 
tra-ind ed; ( = over 
il e fiowed ce there w iency to 
he de tion < ure l ation of an 
n ( um compoun \ W i eat 
finity e car ic a or ti ids of 
ie sues, an ent sl 1 used which was 
noni ting, either | ] I t chemical 
ompound formed wit] ‘ I I 1 which 
1d a stronger affinit for ar m than had 
acids ¢ e lissue Ir ses, he claimed 
n or acic acids w in l.- cago 
Zi 
COINCIDENCE OF BLUE Spot WITH THE PREs- 
» PEDI 1 Publ M. D t, having 
noted that those 1 ts rs have 
considered to be a feature « typhoid fever, of 
yn 1 fe of bilio state t \ always 
met with i l t ull ted \ i1¢ pu is, 
nks they a lue to tl f a poison which 
tI inimal itroduces » the hin. He took 
1, a number of the parasit rushed them in 
1 | vater and so uined a paste, of which he 
ntrod 1. small quantity 1 1, by the 
aid of a lan At th 1 « 
I as man UE spot 
these spots lasted 
Wed Oct., 1880.—<S 
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A Reapy MetTHop oF TESTING PrEpsin.—Indi- 
gestion becomes chronic; pepsin never. Many 
physicians have abandoned its use from frequent 
failure to get good results, while in other practi- 
hands it has become not only valuable 
but nearly indispensable. These differences may, 
we believe, be explained by the great difference in 


tioners’ 


quality of the article as obtained in the market. 
The test is an adaptation of E. Scheffer’s process 
for manufacturing, which is in general use in this 
country and consists in putting ten grains of any 


sample into a test tube, to which add one ounce 
of water. Shake frequently until dissolved, then 
add an equal amount of a saturated solution of 
common table salt, and allow to stand for thirty- 
four hours, when the pepsin will be found floating 

It will be noticed 
and not qualitative. 
coagulate the pepsin 


in the upper part of the fluid. 
that the test is quantitative 

The salt 
and the amount is estimated by the eye, as in the 


solution seems to 


case of albuminous urine.—Pacific Medical and 
Surgical Fournal, 
IopDOFORM IN GyN-=coLocy.—Dr. Kurz, in A//- 


gem. Med. Centralzeit., February, 1880, states, that 
he has employed iodoform, and with excellent re- 
sults, in the treatment of metritis, peri- 
metritis and also in 
ulcerations of the cervix. 

In treating such cases, a tampon may be satu- 
rated with a solution of iodoform, one part in ten 
and then introduce; or an 
ointment of the same strength may be used. These 
applications are much superior to those of tincture 


chronic 


yeriuterine hlegmon, as 
§ 


parts of glycerine, 


of iodine, as they calm the pain, and even some- 
times induce a slight degree of general narcosis. 
The introduced 
twice a inunctions 
with an part in ten, 
should be 


Su gical Reporter. 


iodoform should be 


week, and at the 


tampon 
time 


same 


ointment, containing one 


made over the 


Foot 


feet, in the Russian army, 


SALI¢ 


tection to the 
ed. 


YLIc AcID AS A PowpER.—As a pro- 
salicylic 
acid is use It is in the shape of a powder, and 


is a great 


feet. 


preventative against perspiring and sore 
COMPOSITION, 

Acid salicylic......... 3 parts 

Amylum, : ..10 mg 

Powder of talcum 37 

It is applied dry on a march, daily; in garrison, 

the irritat- 


perspiration of the feet, and 


every two or three days. It takes off 
ing influence of the 
prevents, in consequence, the soreness. 


In the Italian army aniseed is similarly used, in 


hot weather.— Medical 


and Surg ‘cal Reporter. 


ADVANCE IN THERAPEUTICS IN 1880,—New reme- 
dies many, a few good, many bad, most indiffer- 
ent. Tonga valuable in facial neuralgia; sulphide 


of calcium in suppuration—its action marked and 
reliable, grain-doses now admitted; the nitrites of 
potassium and sodium have the action of amy] nitrite, 
but milder; ergot (again?) found useful in diabetes; 
pilocarpine useless in hydrophobia, which still defies 
all treatment; this last drug, tried in many direc- 
tions, gave meager results; benzoate of soda com- 
mended in scarlet fever and gonorrhoeal ophthalmia; 


abdomen.—AZedical and 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| 
| 
| 


ge 





salicylate of soda, according to Dr. Greenhow, 
mitigates but little the complications of rheumatic 
fever, while it may be a positive injury to the 
heart; salicin is inefficacious, while salicylate of 
quinia is highly praised by Dr. Hewan; the value 
of cold baths in typhoid fever has become more 
than doubtful.—Chicago Medical Fournal and Ex- 
aminer. 

SALICYLATE OF EsrRINE.—The salts of eserine 
are usually unstable. Merck has therefore proposed 
the salicylate which seems to keep better than its 
congeners now used in our formula. (La France 
Medicale). The salicylate of eserine occurs in the 
shape of needle-shaped crystals, bright and color- 


less, soluble in 24 parts of alcohol and 130 of 
water at 16° C. Solutions to one-fiftieth are pre- 
served limpid for a week. They redden slightly 


in diffused light, but without browning, like solu- 


tions of the sulphate. It is not generally nec- 
essary in ophthalmic work to use the salt so highly 
concentrated. The salicylate of eserine contains 
66.6 per cent. of 33-4 per cent. of 


salicylic acid.— Medical Press and Circular. 


eserine and 


INUNCTION TO THE FEET.—For years I 
have recommended the application of inunction to 
the feet. It should always be 
after they have been 
it may be applied with benefit in 


many 


to them 
bathed in warm water, but 


applied 


connecton with 


friction alone. This application assists in prevent- 
PE I 


ing the feet from sweating and from becoming 


cold ; besides it has a softening effect on hardened 
and ingrowing toe-nails. For this purpose vaseline 


is far superior to any oil, as it does not become 


rancid even on the feet. 
If there is any foetor rising from the feet, sali- 
cylic acid grs. v, and hydrate of chloral grs. x, ad 


%j of vaseline, will afier a few bathings and 

anointings correct this condition, except in rare 

instances.—Dr. Rumbold’s Hygiene of Catarrh, 
TREATMENT OF BROMIDE RASH BY SALICYLIC 


Actpb.—Mr. Prowse, of Cambridge, that sali- 
cylic acid, 


says 
locally is a very effective and 
certain remedy for the pustules and pe: 
that 


bromide of potassium. 


ecuntios 
applied 


- ulcera- 





tions are caused by the prolonged use of 
tr > 


He uses a saturated solu- 
water) 


possible 


tion of the acid (one grain to the ounce of 





and applies it frequently) con- 





means of lint and oiled silk. He states 





stantly by 


that he has seen sores as large as the palm of the 


hand, due to the bromide, heal soundly in less 


than seven days under the use of this lotion.— 


Brit. Med. Fournal. 


Tue DioscorekA VILLosA.—A correspondent in 
lowa speaks highly of the fluid extract of this in- 
digenous plant in bilious colic, and he relates a 


very severe case in which a teaspoonful dose gave 
immediate relief. 
The wild yam has 


It is mentioned in the appendix of 


long had a reputation as a 


“colic root.” 
the United States Dispensatory, but as Prof. Stillé 
remarks, in the last edition of the National Dis- 
pensatory, ‘‘ Time has not added to our knowledge 
of its properties.” He thinks its active principle 
is allied to ipecac.—JMJedical and Surgical Reporter. 














seateticeh india 








IrRoN.—This solution is so sensitive 
that it quickly gelatinizes 


DIALYSED 
to external influences 


when dispensed in an atmosphere containing 
ammonia. Though often found in this semi-fluid 


condition on the shelf, due to an over-saturation 
of the fluid with hydrate of iron, resulting from 
the manufacture being carried too far, when in this 
state it can be made entirely liquid again by add- 
ing a dilute solution of chloride of iron in a 
quantity that will not cause a reaction with nitrate 
of silver.—Pacific Medical and Surgical Fournal. 
NITRITE OF AMYL AS A DISINFECTANT OF URINE. 
—M. Weiser claims for nitrite of amyl remarkable 
disinfecting powers, and employs it as a disinfect- 
Using it as 
an injection in the proportion of 3 drops to 300 
For the disinfection and con- 


ant in chronic catarrh of the bladder. 


grammes of water. 
servation of urine to be submitted for examination, 
he prefers nitrite of amyl to phenic acid.— 7%e 
Medical Press and Circular. 





New Remedies. 


I. Coro, Coroin AND PARAcOoTOIN. II. DuBow- 
sIN.n—The Virginia Medical Monthly gives a trans- 
lation by Dr. H. P. Wenzel, of Comira, Wis., -of 
an article by F. Rohne, M. D., of Zurich, Switz- 
erland, from which we abstract the following: 

When I undertake to present to your honorable 
Society certain facts concerning statistical observa- 
tions made by myself, I do not pretend to give you 
conclusive scientific data of thoroughly tried and ap- 
proved agents; but only to call your attention to 
these investigations for further experiments with the 
Well do I know with what 
just distrust many of my honored confréres view 


materials alluded to. 


the announcement of a new remedy—only to find 
in each of them a 
been frequently introduced with eclat as a fashion- 


new represeutative which has 


able remedy, but like the ephemeral fly, shines a 
short time in splendor through the medical world, 
and then 
this skepticism is 
spill the child with 
the old adage, est modus in rebu 
cheerfully be sa with the 
behaltet ’"—‘‘ Prove all 


vanishes during the night. So sure as 


sO unjust would it be to 
ai . 
Let us 


true, 


the bath. remember 


, and we will 
tisfied maxim, “‘ priifet 


alles und das beste 


and keep the best.” 


things 
I. Cortex Coto, Cotoin, Paracotoin.—Full communi- 
action of 
Fiirth, 


Ailgemeine Medicinisch 


cations on the use and 


these 


therapeutical 
preparations by Dr. Fronmiiller, of 
Bavaria, will be found in 
Centralb., No. 55, and by Dr. Stoyall Par- 
New York Medical record, Vol. II, No. 
15, 1878 and other literature on the subject—from 


878 
1878, 


sons in 


which the following data have been compiled: 
Coto bark is derived from a tree, growing in 
the forests of Brazil and Bolivia, 
times classed with the laurels; by other authors, 
with the terebinthinates ; but which, however, judg- 


which is some- 


ing from its properties, possibly belongs to the 
piperacez. ‘fan ethereal 
oil, an alkaloid cotoin, which assumes a blood-red 
color on the addition 
and paracotoin, 
yellow color 


Chemical analysis gives 


of concentrated nitric acid, 
which, similarly treated, gives a 
There is also a soft and a hard 


| 
| 


| 
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extract. The presence of cotoin and paracotoin 
has its analogues in the cinchona barks, which 
yield more or less quinia, quinidia or cinchonidia. 

Prof. v. Goit, of Munich, made the first experi- 
ments in Germany in 1875, partly with powdered 
bark and partly with an alcoholic tincture: 

R Cortex cotoin, 1 part. 
Eighty-five per cent alcohol, g parts. 

The results of these investigations led to the con- 
clusion that the remedy is a specific in variously 
manifested diarrhceas (Archiv. fur Pharmacie, 1875, 
Sept. No.) Similar results were obtained by Drs. 
Burkart and Riekert in the Ludwigsspital in Stutt- 
gart (Med. Correspond., BIl., October, 1877). The 
tincture of coto, cotoin, and lastly the pleasant 
tasting paracotoin were used—the latter in double 
the dose 0.05-0.1 gramme (5-6 to 1% grs.) every 


three hours. In certain cases the action on the 


intestines was also followed by reduction of the 
evening temperature from %-1° F. The urine 
generally gave cotoin reaction after five to six 


hours ; a blood-red color on the addition of boiling 
nitric acid indicated cvtoin, and yellow color para- 


cotoin. 

Since February, 1877, Fronmiiller has used coto 
and its preparations about 200 times: sixty-two 
times in lung tuberculosis, thirty-eight times in 


typhoid, twelve times in catarrhal diarrhoea, eight 
times in acute articular rheumatism, six times in 
gastritis, six times in pneumonia, three times in 
menstrual colic, twice in bronchitis, twice in swelled 
in rheuma, anexoria, once in 


feet, once once in 


diphtheria, and once in albuminuria. Colliquative 
diarrhoea was present ninety-three times, and 
hyperhydrosis ninety-one times. Both complica- 


together. Of the 
tincture of coto, 100 drops 
cotoin, 0.1 to 0.3 


tions were frequently present 
different preparations, 
used 109 times; 


grs.), trequently repeated, 


daily, was 
gramme (—1% to 4% 
twenty-four times; and paracotoin in larger doses, 
five times; the soft extract was also used, giving 
two to ten pills daily, each weighing 0.006 gramme. 

Cote not only exerts a marked influence in diar- 
rhoea and hyperhydrosis, but is useful also in ano- 
diarrhoea, coto tinc- 
with benefit 


rexia. 
ture was used successfully fifty times, 


In eighty-five cases of 
twenty-six times, and had no effect in nine cases. 
After many 
diarrhoea relapsed, but were easily 
The principal advan- 
use of this remedy is that it is well 
instead of 





several days, cases of colliquative 


controlled, and 
normal stools soon followed. 
tage in the 
tolerated and improves the appetite, 
diminishing it, as opium, tannin, silver nitrate, etc. 
In hyprrhydrosis, Fronmiiller ordered tincture of 
of coto ninety-one times—thirty-four times with per- 
times with improvement, 


fect success, thirty-six 


and twenty-one times without results. 


The beneficial action appears to consist in the 
augmentation of the (energetic) skin circulation, 
which usually lasts but one night, sometimes 


Digestion is not impaired ; 
Tincture of 


the appetite is 
coto was seve- 
a stomachic 


longer. 
frequently improved. 
ral times used in the morning as 
against anorexia. 

Cotoin was used eighteen times in various diar- 
rhoeas, with total cures in nine cases, improvement 
in six cases, and with three cases. 
In eighteen cases-of excessive night-sweats, it was 
successfully used in eight cases, partly successful 


no result in 
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in nine cases, no relief in In five of 
these thirty-six cases, exhibited. 
One hundred drops of tincture of coto are equal 
to about 0.15 gramme (2.315 grs.) cotoin. 

The urine always gave the characteristic red 
color with acid, after the ex- 
hibition of cotoin. This phenomenon always followed 


one case. 


paracotoin was 


concentrated nitric 
within six hours, and failed a few hours later. 
After coto bark had proven itself a specific in 
bowel complaints, without narcosis, and satisfac- 
tory results had been obtained in adults, Stoyall 
Parsons used the tincture in the diarrhoeas of chil- 


dren; and reports over thirty-two cases, all of 
which recovered, except one—a_ scrofulous child 
suffering from bronchitis. The dose, regulated 


according to age and purgation, was from two to 
ten drops every one to three hours. 
length of treatment four days, and 
recovered in which the lesion had existed from one 
Adults with 
received compressed pills of the powder, each con- 
taining 0.3 
followed in a short time. 

Allow me to 


The average 


was cases 


to three weeks. obstinate diarrhoea 


gramme (=~ 4% grains), and recovery 


present my own observations in 


the fo'lowing cases, which, though not a large 


number, indicate the use of coto preparations, and 
the results obtained, to 


munications. 


complete foregoing com- 
When it began thawing in March, a 


cholera epidemic appeared—I might say, there was 


a cholera explosion, in Zurich and vicinity, which 
in ten days prostrated about 1200 persons. The 
epidemic continued into April. Some were very 


severe cases of cholera nostras, and very fatal. In 


many cases, the stomach rejected all medicines; 
and I may here remark, the use of ice-pills and 
champagne was very satisfactory. In April, the 


cholera epidemic was followed by an explosive 


typhus epidemic (typhoid) which, in a_ short time, 


exceeded 120 cases. (In speaking of typhus, the 


Germans generally mean typhoid fever.) 


[The report goes on to give the result of thirty- 


one cases treated during this epidemic in which 
Of *these, 


twenty-seven were rapidly relieved by the drug. | 


the coto preparations were employed. 
This number of cases may be easily augmented, 


as I treat all similar cases, from the beginning, 


with the coto preparations. The above cases may 


stand as an index of the variety of the uses of 
coto, and as reliable evidences of its action. 

Formulating the foregoing results, we arrive at 
the following conclusions : 

1st. Coto and its preparations belong to the most 
active anti-diarrhceal remedies. 

2nd. invaluable ad- 
vantage that a narcotic effect is entirely excluded. 


Its use in children has the 
3d. Coto is a valuable remedy against hyperhy- 
drosis, though its action is evanescent. 
4th. Coto is well borne, and acts as a stomachic 
in some cases. 
5th. In mild and moderately severe typhus fever, 
that the bowel 


the disease is influenced so far 


affection ] 


is controlled, the course and duration of 


the disease checked and shortened, and the charac- 
ter of the affection moderated. 

Regarding the reliability of action, it must here 
be remarked, 


that all preparations are not of 


equal activity. It will be necessary to give larger 
doses of paracotoin, powder and tincture, prepared 
from the bark containing a large amount of para- 
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cotoin, as they are feebler in action than the 
preparations derived from the bark containing a 
large amount of cotoin. Cotoin, because of its 
pleasant taste and after-taste, is easily taken by 
children, and by older persons whose palate is 
vulnerable. How pleasant, for instance, is such a 
kind remedy to phthisical patients with ulcerated 
bowels and severe laryngeal affection, in which 
cases deglutition is a torture, making the use of 
irritant styptics or astringents absolutely unneces- 
sary. Pediatrics may certainly be congratulated 
on the acquisition of so valuable a remedy as coto 
to its armamentarium. If it be possible, by the 
use of coto, in future to abolish opium prescrip- 
tions for children who are hydrocephalously in- 
there will certainly be less and 
In many, the stom- 


clined, danger, 
many cases of coma avoided. 
achic action of coto was marked; and after its use 
cases of typhus, the tongue became 
There 
were no complaints of disorder of the stomach or 


in several 
clean and moist, and the appetite improved. 


bowels. 

Cotoin is very pleasant to take when rubbed up 
with sugar. Pulverized coto is frequently rubbed 
and this powder is easily borne. 
may be 
The tinc- 


up with sugar, 


When a better disguise is required, it 






given in emulsion, capsules or wafer 
ture may be taken pure, but is best taken diluted 
with water. 

TI, Duboisin.— This alkaloid 


is prepared from 
luboisia myoporoides, one of the solanacez, grow- 


( 

ing in great abundance in the vicinity of Sydney, 
Cape 

the islands of New Caledonia. In 1878, the 

London 


Brisbane and York, in Australia, and on 
t alka- 
and 


from Syd- 


Tt 


loid was simultaneously prepared in 


Paris from the watery extract imported 
action, duboisin is related to atropin, 
more rapid! Prof. 

investigated its therapeutical properties (Revue de 


Thera 


ney. In its 





acting ly than the latter. Gubler 





la Société de 





itique Annales et Bulletin de 








Médicine de Gand, VII, vol. LVI, 1878).. A sub- 
cutaneous injection of 0.0005 gramme [=.00772 
grain] causes dryness of the throat and distorted 
vision in a short time. An injection of 0.001 
gramme [=.015 grain] causes thirst, increased 


pulse rate, dilatation of the pupils, scarlet redness 


of the body, and a muscular weakness of the 
extremities, which precludes locomotion. 


this 
as Gubler had collapse in a tubercular 


J 
lower 
dose, even, cannot be given, 


patient with 


In many cases, 





night-sweats, after the injection of a milligramme. 


This 


excitement, as a@ narcotic; 


remedy is useful in maniacal or alcoholic 


Gubler used it success- 


fully in a case, by hypodermic injection, when 


0.05 gramme [=.77 


to 


: grain] morphia muriat. and 
3. grammes [46.297 grains] chloral hydrate pro- 
alkaloid is 


which 


quiet nor sleep. This 


i 
action daturin, 


duced neither 


said to have an similar to 
was formerly used by magicians as an anesthetic. 
It excels atropia in pupillary dilatation and the 
checking of night-sweats in phthisis, if given in 
appropriately moderate doses. The investigations 
of Drs. Wm. Murrell and Sydney Ringer gave the 
following results: Rapid and extreme mydriasis of 
pupil. Ten minutes after instillation of a small 
quantity of the alkaloid—t1 part of 

of water—the pupil was considerably dilated; 1-6th 


duboisin to 20 


grain subcutaneously in a case of excessive night 
sweats, produced complete cessation of the sweat. 














— 








Periscopic Departinent. 193 





All patients who received duboisin subcutaneously 
experienced a remarkable dryness of the throat. 
It has a further property of atropin, in that it 
counteracts muscarine, and like it, produces tetanus 
after a certain number of hours or days. 

The apparent similarity of both alkaloids in 
their physiological action, by no means proves 
that they are identical bodies, as it is well known, 
the alkaloids of many solanaceez produce similar 
physiological effects, though, chemically, entirely 
distinct bodies. The physiological experiments 
with duboisia conducted in Paris, in the clinics of 
Drs. Galezowsky and Wecker, corroborated those 
general facts obtained by the English physicians. 

Dr. Wecker says: ‘‘duboisia has a decidedly 
more energetic action than atropia, without the 
irritant properties of the latter. To the mydriasis, 
which develops immediately after instillation of 
duboisia, is rapidly added a complete paralysis of 
accommodation of the eye, while repeated strong 
doses of atropia are required to completely para- 
lyze the ciliary muscle. Duboisia can be used in 
My own 


tolerate atropia. 


persons who could not 
observations on duboisia action were made in but 


a single case. But the action’ in this case was so 





manifest that I can but add the results to 





foregoing communication: A susceptible girl of 9 
years was taken after she had passed through an 
ambulant course of scarlatina, protracted 
convalescence, with symptoms of cerebral hypere- 


mia, which, after a time, was diagnosed tubercular 

















meningiti The treatment was conducted, with 
the consent of the consulting colleague, Prof. O. 
Wyss, in the usual mar After narcotics, pet 
orem and per anum, faile ) eve th ipto- 
matic | che ar he cons t emes I vhen 
failed oO I 1 subcuta ( in 
f sulphat of duboisia from 0.0005 
oisia ¢t 10.0 grat 1es Of water 
2 grain, to 2 d Pravaz 
syringe one-fourth ful! ‘ lent 
After three injections in vomiting 
was completely checked, rg ‘ 
of the disease. The action on the pupils was as 
remarkable. Being narrowly contracted, they at 
once became mydriatic; besides, there was a con- 
siderable calming effect. [he previous restless 
condition, accompanied by the pathognomoni 
hydrocephali y was followed by a somnolent 
rest-pause cor 1 r hours, a blessing to both 
patient and friends. A momentary sensorial im- 
provement also took place. The further course 
was predicted in advance. The termination of the 
disease was in death. 


MANGIFERA INDICA.—The Mangifera [ndica is a 
native of Asia, and grows abundantly in India. 
It was recently introdu 
that e pri 
Detroit, Mich 

P. af 


and acute di: 





1 to the profession by 
Parke, Davis & Co., of 





many cases of chronk 


this article a very supe- 





rior remedy. It is not only a very superior 
astringent, but it possesses peculiar properties 
(perhaps tonic to mucous membranes), not found 
in tannic acid or astringents. Its nearest analogue 


Is coto bark. I use it in cases as a tonic to the 





relaxed and feeble mucous surfaces, especially of 
the bowels vagina and uterus. In prolapsus uteri, 
alternated with the strong solution of Monsel’s 
salt, it acts promptly. In cases of old chronic 
diarrhoea, I have found this article superior to any 
astringent. I have found it to check the watery dis- 
charge after other articles failed. I was treating a 
young lady near Marietta, Ga., for a case of long 
standing diarrhoea, in which I had (and so had 
others) tried the usual remedies, which utterly 
failed, but the mangifera very speedily checked the 
disease. It acts well where there are profuse dis- 
charges in catarrh. In cases of old chronic leucor- 
rhoea, in which there is relaxation of the mucous 
coat of the vagina and os uteri, and the uterus 
prolapsed, this is a potent remedy. I add one 
part to three of water, and use as a wash three times 
a day. In bad cases it may be used very strong. 
—Excerpt from Prof. I. J. M. Goss’ ‘‘ New Medi- 
cines” in Arkansas Medical Monthly. 

Leprosy AND HOANG-NAN.—I have been permit- 
ted to read and to make extracts from a letter ad- 
dressed to Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, 
by frére Etienne Brosse, of Cocorite, author of 
‘‘La lépre est contagieuse.” These extracts I offer 
tly read by me 
[edical Record, 
February 19, 1831). The letter is dated January 


as a supplement to the paper recet 


at the Academy of Medicine (\ 


i881. Speaking of the use of hoang-nan in 





leprosy, the writer says “I continue to use it 
-onstantly, and the results are the same. As yet 


there have been no complete cures, but almost al- 


1 
ways remarkable amelioration, and I have patients 





in whom all symptoms have disappeared so com- 
pletely that their own families did not suspect the 
existence of the disease. . . . . The fact of 
the contagious character of leprosy should result 


in legislation providing for the isolation of these 





pat 

‘““Ameri s interested in tl for, without speak- 
ing of the Norwegians, who have carried the dis- 
ease into their settlements, the Chinese have intro- 
duced it into Califor id not the 


shadow of a doubt but that it from them 


Thus far 





to the other inhabitants of the ' 
it has been confined to the Chinese, but it certainly 


be restricted to them. 





ides its use in lepr hoang-nan has been 





sd in other affections, as hydr yphobia, sy ph- 





la, ulcers, and fevers. In hydrophobia I 
have no experience with it; one of my leprous pa- 
il and the effect of the 





tients contracted sy 





remedy ly recommended 





in scrofula. In this affection I have not tried it. 


I have given the remedy to two children attacked 


with ‘yaws’ and they were promptiy cured. The 
ulcers of leprosy, when not too far advanced, 


cicatrize promptly, and it is probable that other 





ulcers would benefited. All of my lepers, with 
out exception, have been cured of the fever.* I 
have. also used it with the same success in inter- 
mittent fever. I personally suffered for eight years 
} 


from attacks of fever, which increased in frequency 


and intensity until four years ago, when I com- 





menced using hoang-nan. Since then the fever has 


freq 





tly exhibited its precursory symptoms, which 





*The writer neglects to note the special kind of fever. 
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have yielded immediately to the drug. It is far 
more valuable in fever than quinine. 

Another useful application is as a stimulant in 
prolonged intellectual work. Dr. Eklund, of Swe- 
den, has written me: ‘A thousand persons bless 
your remedy. As for myself, I work twelve and 
fifteen hours continuously without fatigue.’ Hoang- 
nan may be taken for a long time without incon- 
venience, and, in fact, with benefit to the general 
health. While making these statements, it must be 
remembered that I am not a physician but a mis- 
sionary,* and am unable to speak with proper 
scientific detail, but simply relate my personal ex- 
periences and observations. 

‘It was first announced that should 
be employed in combination with realgar and alum. 
For a long time I so used it, but am now satisfied 
that it is better to give it pure in three-grain pills: 
one pill every morning before breakfast, increased 
sometimes by a second or third pill at intervals 
during the day. It may thus be continued indefi- 
nicely. In an appropriate dose it is laxative; in too 
strong doses the contrary effect is produced. 
The patient should not use spirits or stimulating 
food. 

‘“‘Chemical analysis has revealed the presence of 


hoang-nan 


brucia and strychnia in hoang-nan, the first exist- 
ing in larger quantity than the second.” 

The foregoing extracts are not literal transla- 
tions, but a somewhat condensed statement from 
frére Etienne’s letter. It is hardly to be expected 
that the drug will prove as valuable as the writer 
of the letter appears to believe, but it is certainly 
one that should be made the subject of careful 
study and experiment. Hoang-nan is the powdered 
bark of the Strychnos Pierre, and 
adds another member to the small group of analog- 


Gautheriana, 


ous drugs now in use. Resembling nux vomica 


and ignatia in its active constituents, it differs from 
them as they do from each other in the propor- 
tional quantities in which they are found. Accord- 


ing to Fliickiger and Hanbury, nux vomica con- 


tains 0.25 to 0.5 per cent. of and 
(Merck), 0.5 (Wittstein), I.o1 per cent. (Mayer) of 


brucia, 


strychnia, 0.12 


while ignatia contains cent. of 


strychnia and 0.5 per cent. of brucia, while hoang- 


1.5 per 


nan, it is stated, contgins more brucia than strych- 


nia.—Henry G. Piffard, M. D., in Med. Record. 
ANEMOPSIS CALIFORNICA, OR YERBA Det MANza. 
—Among the indigenous remedies of California 


that will into considerable use in the near 


future, we 


come 

think we may safely place in a tront 
rank the plant whose name stands at the head of 
this first called to it 
nearly four years ago by my friend, W. H. George, 
M. D., now of Independence, Inyo County, Califor- 
nia. 


paper. My attention was 


Dr. George sent a specimen plant last summer 
to C. G. Lloyd, for analysis. The result of Lloyd’s 
investigations may be found in the E. M. Journal for 
January this year. He ‘*The plant proved 
to be Anemopsis Californica, of the natural order 
Saururacee. It is a low perennial about a foot 


Says: 


high, found growing in wet soils, in Southern Cali- 
fornia and Mexico; it sends up a simple, erect 
stem foot high, which bears a single 
clasping leaf, ‘at about the middle, and ends in a 


about a 








*Attached to a leprosery. 


EN rie 


head of flowers. The leaves, which are mostly 
borne from the root, are thick, firm, entirely 
smooth, and on leaf stalks that are pubescent on 
the edges. A prominent characteristic of the plant 
is the long stalons which it sends out much after 
the manner of the strawberry. The flowers are 
small, numerous and borne in a dense terminal 
spike, which is surrounded at the base by about 
six petaloid bracts, that give the whole infloresence 
the appearance of a single terminal flower.” Thus 
for Mr. Lloyd’s description ; and I have been par- 
ticular to give it, so that those practitioners living 
in the country may look out for it and test it in 
practice. 


Of course, our knowledge of its therapeutic 
properties is limited. The whites and the Mexi- 
cans have used it for years as a domestic remedy. 
The root is the part used, and if taken and chewed 
it soon gives proof of very decided medical prop- 
erties as a tonic, stimulant, astringent and aromatic ; 
considerable as an alter- 
ative. Dr. George tells me that the natives, or 
Spanish population hold it as a panacea. ‘* Yerba 
Santa” they very highly esteem, but the ‘‘ Yerba 
Del Manza” as a universal remedy they think far 
excels it. The Dr. has frequently used it in bowel 
complaints where its stimulant and astringent 
properties make it valuable. 


it also has reputation 


Also in gonorrhoea and that class of urinary 
difficulties where cubebs are found beneficial. As 
an anti-emetic he used one or two drops of 
fluid extract in one teaspoonful of water with good 
effect. In one case of malaria where quinine had 
failed the ‘‘ Yerba Del Manza” wrought a cure 
under the Doctor’s observation. 

As an external remedy it is used extensively in 
bruises and indolent ulcers; in lung 
troubles, alleviation of severe 
cough, it has a great reputation And the doc- 
tor’s remarks are strengthened by a circumstance 
which téok place a few days Mr. Van 
Winkle, of Colusa Co., Cal., called at my office 
with a plant, and asked me to try and find out 
what it was. He the natives were using it 
in consumption with very marked benefit ; in some 
bad cases it seemed to have the power of lengthen- 
ing the life of the patient, when .other remedies 
were of little avail. I examined the plant and at 
told him it Cal.” 
Although we do not expect this plant to turn out 

l 


panacea” for all the ills flesh is heir 


abrasions, 


especially, in the 


aor 
ago. 


said 


once was the ‘‘ Anemoposis 
a ‘univers: 
to, yet from what I have stated above, it will be 
seen the deserves prompt attention, and 
Dr. George deserves great credit for adding to our 
agent which 


that I have 


plant 


medical armamentarium another 
promises to very valuable. I may say 
been informed that for a long time the plant was 
kept a secret as regards its worth by the natives, 
and that is one reason why it has not come into 
general use before now. I have prepared a fluid 
extract, dose from one to twenty drops, or even 
more according to indications to be met. I have 
only prescribed it as yet in one case, therefore 
cannot speak experimentally, but I am favorably 
another time I may have 
Californica, of 
in Cali- 


impressed by it. At 
more to say about Anemoposis 
Yerba Del Manza.—John Fearn, M. D., 
fornia Medical Fournal. 
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A New ANTI-NEURALGIC: MENTHOL.—Archibald 
D. MacDonald, in a paper communicated to the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh, by Dr. 
Taylor, and published in the Edinburgh Medical 
Journal, urges the claims of menthol as a new 
antiseptic and anti-neuralgic agent. Menthol is 
the stearoptine of peppermint oil, is a crystalline 
solid derived from the oil of peppermint by long 
keeping, or being cooled to a low temperature. 
The American oil yields it at O°C. Its chief 

It is im- 
white 


source is the Chinese and Japanese oil. 
ported as Japanese camphor, in small 
crystals, which have the peppermint odor, and re- 
sembles the sulphate of magnesia. In liquid or 
solid state it has specific gravity less than that of 
water. It is rendered liquid and volatile at a tem- 
perature one or two degrees below that of the 
body. Some specimens, however, volatilize at a 
much lower temperature. It is very sparingly 
soluble in cold water. It liquefies slowly in water 
at 82° F., quickly at 120° F., but remains mostly 
is a separate layer. It dissolves freely in alcohol, 
in ether, in the fixed and volatile oils and in gly- 
The author publishes a series of experi- 
which is the 


cerine. 
ments 
homologue of thymol, is an antiseptic of consider- 
able power, but says that in Great Britain it will 


proving that this agent, 


probably not come into general use as an antisep- 

tic; but in India, China and Japan, and even in 

America, where the objection of small supply and 
J rr* 





high price cannot apply, its use is more to be 
maintained. One point is strongly urged in its 


favor, its volatilization at and a little below the 
temperature of the body, and its consequent adapt- 
ability for penetrating into every nook and cranny 
of wounds which are already putrefactive; slaying 
the bacteria, and rendering these wounds perfectly 
aseptic. 
As an 


menthol te 


c, the author believes the 
One-tenth to 


anti neuralg 


be of great value. 


8 


one-sixth of a grain of menthol steadies the con- 
tractions of an excited heart, and slows them to a 


comfortable speed, and at the same time produces 


slight cerebral drowsiness Half a grain of crystals 





produced vomiting from gastric irritation. The 
author does not advocate its internal use unless 
well diluted. He deals with menthol as a local 





anesthetic. The application of oil of turpentine in 


facial neuralgia by the Chinese, was cticed at a 





very early date; it has also been locally 


applied 





for gout, the relief in both affections being almost 


instantaneous. A priori, the author concludes the 
oil cures in virtue of the menthol which it contains, 
Reference is made to seven cases. In the first 
case, tri-facial neuralgia, the affected part was 


painted with menthol, one grain; oil of clove, ten 





minims; rectified spirit, fifty minims. This was 
done four times in successive attacks. 


lief f 


Entire re- 





First a 
feeling of coldness, and then some irritation from 


llowed in from four to six minutes. 


the application was experienced. This case may 
be regarded as typical; menthol is particularly ad- 
vocated as a temporizing remedy until constitutional 
treatment may take effect. It may prove to be 
more effective than aconite, veratria or atropia. 
Its use in toothache was followed by immediate 
relief. In neuralgia it has been noticed to render 
the paroxysms less frequent and less severe. In 


Sciatica, the author painted the sciatic, popliteal 


and tibial nerves to the ankle joint with a ten per 
cent. solution, and this gave the patient immediate 
relief.— Chicago Med. Four. 


ACTINOMERIS HELIANTHOIDES.—Dr. J. A. Black 
requests me to tell him the name and medical 
properties of a weed, the root of which is much 
used in urinary affections by the common people. 
‘‘He says it is called flux weed, Indian weed, 
He says it grows 


” 


diabetes weed, squaw weed, etc. 
from four to five feet high, and has four welt-like 
edges attached to the stalk, giving it the appear- 
ance of being square, but by removing these welts 
the stalk is round. He says ‘‘the root resembles 
small sweet potatoes, or the root of bear-foot, and 
has a strong terebinthinate taste.” This descrip- 
tion suits the actinomeris helianthoides exactly, 
and I am fully satisfied, from the common names 
by which it is called, that it is the above plant. 
I have described this plant before, and spoken of 
its use by the Indians in urinary diseases, and 
Dr. Turk’s use of it in calculous affections. Dr. Turk 
states, in a pamphlet (published many years ago in 
North Carolina), of having dissolved stone in the 
bladder with this root. It is called by the people 
near Belton, Ga., ‘‘ diabetes weed from its diuretic 
powers.” It is called in North Carolina, ‘‘ flux 
weed,” which indicates its effect upon the mucous 
coat of the colon and rectum. I have used it in 
dropsy and irritable bladder, and phosphatic gravel, 
in which cases it acted very promptly. I am 
fully of the ®pinion that it has an affinity for 
mucous. tissues as well as for the kidneys and 
bladder. 
it, which gives it a direct affinity for the mucous 
There is also some active principle 


There is a large quantity of oleoresin in 


membranes. 
in it that gives it some solvent power over certain 
forms of calculi. It is worthy to be investigated, 
and .as it grows in upper and middle Georgia, 
Tennessee and North Carolina, it would be well 
for the physicians of those regions to procure it, 
and test it. It can be procured, but its cost to me 
has been too high, as yet, to distribute gratuitously. 
I have used it in the form of saturated tincture, 
in doses of one or two drachms every hour or 
two, with very prompt success in several cases of 
chronic cystitis, irritable bladder, sand gravel, and 
other urinary troubles. I have used it as a diuretic 
in several cases of dropsy, but so far, so combined 
with other diuretics, that I am not able to decide 
upon its merits in that respect; but combined with 
pipsissawa, digitalis, apocynum cannabinum and 
haircap moss, I have cured cases of dropsy that 
did not yield to ordinary treatment. And I treated 
a case of phosphatic gravel some time ago, in 
which I alternated actinomeris helianthoides with 
carbonate of lithia, and cured it in ten days. I 
write this that the profession may procure it, and 
Black 


asks me about several other plants, but gives no 


test it; it will prove valuable. Dr. J. A. 


description, so I cannot tell anything about them. 
Common names mean nothing.—I. J. M. Goss, M. 
D., in AMedical Briefs. 

Soap Bark.—The bark of quillaia, a Chilian 
tree, contains among other ingredients saponin, a 
principle widely diffused throughout the vegetable 
kingdom, and which makes an abundant froth with 


water. It is stated that an infusion of the bark 
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fulfils all the requirements of a mild soap and 
further acts as a moderate stimulant and astringent 
on the skin. It has been used with marked benefit 
in pityriasis capitis, and has afforded excellent re- 
results in chronic ulcers and eczema of the extremi- 
ties. The infusion is also a valuable remedy for 
aiding in arresting fetid perspiration and excessive 
secretion. 

In cases involving the face and armpits, the 
patient is instructed to dip a small piece of sponge 
in the infusion and carefully mop over the surface 
once or twice daily. When hands or feet are 
affected they should be bathed in the solution 
nightly, or on alternate nights, according to the 
condition. When a more active stimulant and 
astringent effect is required, the tincture of saponin 
can be employed with much advantage. The 
tincture is made by extracting the bark by strong 
boiling alcohol (4 ounces of bark to one pint of 
alcohol). 
and has the power of dissolving, emulsifying, and 


It is miscible with both water and oil, 
removing fats and dirt from the skin. In many 
diseases, especially in seborrhoea sicca, it is far 
preferable to the tincture of green soap. It has all 
re claimed for the latter, and 
at the same time is free from the high diffusive, 


the advantages that < 


penetrating, and destructive action on the tissues 
that the latter possesses. This tincture has been 


used with great benefit, not only in diseases to 











which the infusion is applicable, but also in gen- 
eral thinning and loss of hair in different pz of 
the body. . a 

Tincture of quillaia also possesses ac 





powers as an emt lsifying agent, anda 


to occupy a 








purpose. Mr. Col har. Jour., September 





1879) has prepared with complete success emulsions 


of a number of substances, such as chloroform, 


fixed oils, copaiba, etc Medical Times. 
SARRACENIA FLAVA—TRUMPET PLANT.—This 
plant is known under various names, as trumpet 
plant, fly catcher, huntsman’s cup, and grows to 
perfection in Florida—it irs a yellow flower— 
the root is the portion used medicine. The pre- 


ferable form for administration, is the fluid extract, 


the dose of whicl 


spoonful, repeat as often as indicated. 
Sarracenia Flava is tonic and astringent in its 


action, and is of value in the treatment of atonic 





dyspepsia and chronic diarrhoea. Gastralgia is 


speedily relieved by it; this might. be anticipated 





from its marked curative power in dyspepsia. It 
has been highly lauded by some as a specific in all 
aff the mucous membrane of a catarrhal 


form. Dr. Dabney noticed it in the American 
Journal of Pharmacy for July, 1869, and through 


him it was used to some extent, but owing to 





y, it was soon 





the difficulty of 
forgotten. Dr. 





lent of Monti- 





1ey was a resi 
cello, Florida, and at the solicitation of the people, 
made elaborate experiments, which were made 


public. In Florida it is a popular domestic remed 


i : y, 
used for every conceivable manner of ailment, but 
its most striking therapeutic use is in chronic 
diarrhoea. 

In dyspepsia I combine trumpet plant with pep- 
sin and acid. 
two conditions of the stomach—the one is where 


This I find necessary, as there are 





there is an excess of acid necessitating an 
increased amount of pepsin, and the other where 
there is an overplus of pepsin and a deficiency of 
acid. By bearing this principle in view all cases 
of dyspepsia are curable. Pepsin demands a cer- 
tain amount of acid to render it active. 

As a stomachic-tonic trumpet plant is the 
peer of any other medicament. It is, how- 


ever, in diarrhoea, both acute and_ chronci, 
ourselves of 


the medicinal properties of the plant. 


that we are able to advantage 
It seems 
to have a healing and soothing influence on the 
membrane. The 
action resembles that of vaseline upon an open 


irritated or inflamed mucous 


wound. The astringent effect is moderate and it 
requires nothing to counteract its constipating ten- 
dency. After each evacuation a dose can be ex- 
hibited and very shortly the excreta will assume a 
more solid form and the number of stools be much 
reduced in 


Sournal. 


frequency.—Gyorgia Eclectic Medical 


EvcALyprus GLosuLus.—Its VALUE IN CHRONIC 
DISEASES OF THE STOMACH AND Bowe Ls,—Inas- 
much as the experience of the past four years in 
the use of the above drug has resulted very suc- 
cessfully in these classes of chronic diseases, it 


occurred to me to give my professional bre 

















the benefit of my experience, and encourage 
to give it a trial in such cases, for it is only by 
an unprejudiced and cautious ( tion of ex- 
perience that the real value of at agent 
can be estimated. Of course I don rard it as 
a spe c in any case W it may seem to be 
indicate for all the details as to diet and general 
regimen must be attended to in t sé 
Out of some thirty cas t wing fully 
ites its therapeutical v ir. B et. 606, 
pre ted h m wi 1 a ! ry at } 1 A iffi- 
cult or fifteen years, and sev I 
to be near h end, with all tl SV ns of mal- 
ignant ul ition. His vy WwW s follows 
Vomiting of quantities o 1 from time to time 
the s ach seemed t d I sour 
I fluid, which was 1 by r> dur- 
ing such times life seemed to be prolonged by 
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stomach, threatening perforation, I have found 
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the recurrence of attacks, w 
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had led them to always anticipate-—Chas. Jas 


Fox, A. M., M. D. in the AZedical Bulletin. 


C. T. Peters 





GuRJUN OIL IN LepROsy.—Surg 
has submitted a report which has been circulated 
: +1 1 esul 

by the Bombay Government, detailing the result 
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of the use of gurjun oil in the Roman Catholic 
Leper Asylum of Belgaum. Twenty-nine patients 
were subjected to treatment, which consisted of (1) 
inunction of the whole body every morning with 
carbolic acid (1 in 40); (2) a bath of warm water 
and soap a few hours afterward; (3) an application 
of gurjun emulsion, one to three of lime-water, to 
the affected and ulcerated parts; (4) application of 
cashew-nut oil to anzsthetic and ulcerated parts; 
(5) chaulmoogra oil in five-minim doses, with five 
grains of bicarbonate of soda, and an ounce of 
peppermint water internally. Under this plan con- 
siderable improvement took place, the sores were 
healed, tubercles absorbed, and _ sensibility was 
partially restored. Dr. Peters summarizes the 
merits of gurjun oil as follows: (1) Its rapidly- 
healing action on chronic leprous ulcers. (2) It 
softens the skin. (3) Prevents the coilection of 
flies. (4) Its cheapness. (5) Its efficacy in the 
treatment of chronic skin diseases. Surgeon- 
General Hunter, in forwarding the paper, however, 
remarks that an extended trial by medical officers 
of gurjun oil in the treatment of leprosy has only 
ended in disappointment.—Calcutta Med. Four., 
March. 


JucLaAns NIGRA IN DipHTHERIA.—Dr. C. R. S. 
Curtis, of Quincy, Ill., reports in the Boston Med- 
ical and Surgical Journal of March 10, the results 
of his trials of black walnut leaves in the treat- 
ment of diphtheria. He was led to employ them 
by reading of Nélaton’s success with the leaves and 
bark of the European walnut as a topical applica- 
tion in malignant pustule. Not having access to 
the European species, he substituted for it a strong 
decoction of the leaves of the native black walnut 
in a bad case of diphtheria, to be used as a gargle, 
and to his agreeable surprise, with very good effect. 
Since then he has used the remedy in about thirty 
cases, many of them bad ones, and all have re- 
covered, a result he is inclined to attribute in great 
part to the walnut decoction. He has used the 
remedy in the form of a preventative, in spray with 
the atomizer, as well as in a gargle. Besides the 
leaves he employs the hulls of the green walnuts, 
which make the decoction still stronger, and he 
finds it not painful or especially disagreeable to his 
patients. The remedy is so readily accessible to 
most physicians that further reports may be ex- 
pected as to its utility in diphtheria and allied 
troubles.—Chicago Med. Review. 


DesiccATED Ox-BLoop AND HA:MOGLOBINE.— 
Dr. Le Bon, in the Journal de Thérapeutique 
{November 25) protests against the claim which Dr. 
Andrew Smith and others in America have made, 
of having invented this preparation, the full de- 
scription of which he had published five years 
since in the Comptes-Rendus (1875), and notices of 
which were given in all the French medical jour- 
nals. It has now he states, been well tried at the 
Paris hospitals, and especially by Prof. Bouchut at 
the Children’s Hospital, and has been found most 
efficacious in all cases in which reconstitutents are 
required, and succeeding where the martial pre- 
parations fail. It is indicated wherever iron, raw 
meat or the phosphates are useful. Hamoglobine, 
Dr. Le Bon says, is difficult to prepare, and in 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


some modes of desiccation of blood all hamoglo- 
bine is lost. He has had it prepared by a skillful 
chemist, and it is now in the trade. It is almost 
completely soluble in water, giving to this a mag- 
nificient red color. It may be given in this way or 
with chocolate, or in the form of powder. The 
American plan of adding alcohol he criticises, as 
this precipitates the albumen. Dr. Le Bon observes 
that all the elixirs or wines sold as containing any 
of the essential principles of blood or meat are an 
entire delusion, as they cannot contain an atom 
of the albumenoid principles which give to meat its 
nutritive properties.—JA/edical and Surgical Reporter. 


Ruus Aromatica.—A Casre.—Mr. H. was taken 
in October last with an irresistible desire to urinate 
every ten or fifteen minutes, passing only a few 
drops of high colored urine, followed by burning 
pain in the urethra. Complained of a “letting 
down sensation in the region of the bladder,” after 
which a few drops of blood passed. Many times 
the urine was preceded by a flow of mucus and 
followed by considerable blood. The patient ex- 
pressed himself as having, while urinating, a 
“‘desire to raise upon tip-toe and pull hard on 
something.” My experience with rhus aromatica 
in several severe cases of urinary trouble, induced 
me to give it another trial. Not having the tinc- 
ture on hand, we added 20 drops of the fluid 
extract to half a glass of water, and directed one 
teaspoonful every hour. In twenty-four hours all 
the severe symptoms were removed and the. patient 
made a good recovery.—AJA/edical Call.—American 
Medical Fournal., 


Kava KaAva.—Kava kava has been used with suc- 
cess by Dr. French, in purulent inflammation of 
the urinary organs. He has prescribed it in four 
cases of cystitis with satisfactory results. In gon- 
orrhoea the following formula may be used: 

BR Eat. fl. eucalypt. glob., 60.0 

Ext. fl. kava kavz, 20.0 
Acidi benzoici, 2.0 
Pulv. boratis, 12.0. 

M. S.—A teaspoonful three times daily. 

According to Dupuy, kava kava is (1) a sialagogue, 
(2) a bitter tonic, (3) a gentle excitant of the cen- 
tral nervous system, (4) a powerful diuretic, (5) a 
blennostatic. In acute urethritis and vaginitis the 
effect of the resin obtained from kava kava is an 
exceedingly favorable one; it relieves pain and 
diminishes the secretion.—( Deutsche med. Wochenschr. 
No. 1, 1881.) 


PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF DuBolsin.—According 
to Epifanoff (Inaug. Diss., St. Petersburg), the 
physiological action of duboisin closely resembles 
that of atropine. After a temporary excitation of 
the cardiac inhibitory centres they are depressed, and 
the same effect is produced on the cardiac excito- 
motor centres. The vaso- motor centre is first ir- 
ritated, afterward paralyzed. Although the breath- 
ing is accelerated, duboisin does not act on the 
respiratory centres. It dilates the pupil, paralyzes 
the muscular coats of the stomach, intestines, 
uterus, and bladder. Salivary secretion is depres- 
sed. Motor paralysis is produced by smaller doses 
of duboisin than of atropine.—AJA/editz. Obozrenie, 
xiv., p. 487. 
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PoisoNING BY Dusotstn.—Duboisin is the alka- 
loid obtained from the Duboisia myoporoides, a 
plant growing in Central Australia, and an extract 
from which has lately been brought into Europe 
and submitted to experiments, the most important 
being those of Dr. Sydney Ringer, published in 
1878. In a communication to the Nordinskt Med- 
icinskt Arkiv, vol. xii., 1880, Dr. Berner, of 
Christiania, relates a case of poisoning by duboisin, 
the subject of the experiment being himself. After 
a simple instillation into the eye of the solution of 
the sulphate of duboisin, at the end of about ten 
minutes his sight became dull, and objects -ppeared 
small and distant. The pupil ot the eye which 
had not been instilled was dilated to its maximum, 
the accommodation was suppressed, with simulta- 
neous photopsia and intense sensation of vertigo, 
accompanied with pressure of the temples as if 
under the influence of cold. The face became 
pale, the nose cold, and there was singing of the 
ears with deafness. The mucous membrane of the 
nose, mouth, and pharynx was excessively dry, 
with a sharp scraping sensation in the throat, but 
no thirst. The speech was somewhat nasal, and 
the respiration stertorous in the recumbent posture. 
Vomiting occurred twice. The respiration was 
frequent and superficial. The arms and legs were 
paretic, with a marked sensation of prostration. 
Dr. Berner was nearly falling as soon as he closed 
his eyes. At the end of an hour and a half there 
was a copious discharge of limpid urine. This 
cOndition, which lasted from three to four hours, 
was at first principally accompanied by restlessness, 
and afterwards by somnolence. The paresis of 
accommodation lasted from four to five days, 
gradually diminishing, and the dilatation of the 
pupils from five to six days. The day following 
the experiment, there was a little disagreeable 
sweat over the whole body, with depression and 
irritability, and physical and moral prostration.— 


Medical Tim nd Gasette. 


Asprpicm ArGuTuM.—For tapeworm. Dr. Bundy 
in the California Medical Journal reports a case 
of tapeworm relieved by aspidium argutum, his 
attention having been called to the remedy by a 
report of its efficacy in the hands of Dr. Behr. 
A drachm of the recently dried root finely rasped 


was given every h« 


ur for three hours, mixed with 
water and followed by a full dose of castor oil in 
three hours more. On the following day the 
patient passed a worm 15 feet in length, head and 
all. “The medicine occasioned not the least uneas- 


iness. 





Reports of Societies. 
[Reported for the Therapeutic Gazette. ] 


Michigan State Board of Health. 





i Sg regular quarterly meeting of this Board was 
held at Lansing, Tuesday April 12, the fol- 
lowing members being present: Rev. D. C. Jacokes, 


of Pontiac; Henry F. Lyster, M. D., of Detroit; 
Arthur Hazlewood, M. D., of Grand Rapids; and 


Se 


Henry B. Baker, M. D., Secretary. Dr. Lyster 
was elected president prvv fem. 

A letter from Prof. Kedzie, president of the 
board, announced his decision to decline the re- 
appointment as member of the board, for the 
reason that his duties as professor at the Agricult- 
ural college were such as, in the opinion of mem- 
bers of the board of agriculture, would prevent his 
the work of the board of 


health which he had heretofore done. His com- 


giving that attention to 


munication outlined the great progress in public 
health measures in this state since the organization 
of the State Board of Health eight years ago. Hea 
saw with pride that nearly every city, village, and 
township in the state now has its board of health 
and health officer. Kerosene explosions, so com- 
mon eight years ago, have forever been banished. 
Everywhere in the state there is evidence of an 
advance in the stamping out of infectious diseases. 
The ventilation of churches, school-houses, and 
dwellings now receives an attention never known 
before. The water in our wells, the drainage of 
farms, and the sewerage of houses have al! been 
brought into prominence by the labors of the 
board. In this work the board had been greatly 
assisted by the public press, but the press _ itself 
has been stimulated by the work of the board. 
In short there has been a general advance along 
the whole line, but we have kept such even step 
in this advance that we only become aware of our 
changed position by comparison with the land- 
marks of eight years ago. Last, but not least, 


ger 


among the agencies set in motion for the public 
health, he noticed the sanitary conventions for dis- 
cussion with the people of all matters relating to 
their physical well-being. He believed they were 
fraught with inestimable good to the people of our 
state. The forces which are thus set in motion are 
not temporary in their influence, but will flow on 
in a stream of blessings to the end of time. The 
information gathered by the board needs to be 
scattered broadcast among the people New and 
original investigations into the nature of contagious 
diseases, and the means for arresting them, need 
to be undertaken and pushed forward by the board. 


The information gathered will be of small benefit 





t 
if imparted to only a f > state cannot afford 





to hide this light under a bushel. 

In bidding farewell to the state board of health 
Dr. Kedzie give the assurance that he did so with P 
the kipdliest feelings towards all its members, and 


with an earnest wish for its highest prosperity anc 
usefulness. 


Resolutions was passed expressing extreme re- 





gret at the necessity which compelled Dr. Kedzie 
to decline to serve longer with the board; also, ex- 
pressing the high appreciation of the board for the 
eminent labors of Prof. Kedzie in the interests 
of the public health of the state. The election of 
his successor as president was postponed until the 
next meeting of the board. 
THE FILTH OF OUR CITIES. 


The secretary presented a communication from 
C. H. Voute giving statistics of the filth removed 
from privies and cesspools in various places in the 
State by means of the odorless excavating apparatus. 
During the time—about a year—the number of tons 





removed, is, approximately, as follows: East Sagi- 











] 
ly 














naw, 850; Bay City, 580; Lansing, 93; Charlotte, 
61: Jackson, I51; Ionia, 78; Flint, 118; Battie 
58; in the State about 


Creek, 60; Kalamazoo, 2 
2300 tons, or 15,000 barrels, and of that amount 
but 2.000 barrels could be pumped out, the re- 
mainder being removed by the ‘‘pitting” process, 
showing the liquid portion had mostly drained off 
into the soil, which must be much saturated with 
filth, and as a consequence many wells must be 
contaminated. 
OIL INSPECTION, 

Communications had been received from different 
parts of the State, stating that it was customary 
for deputy oil-inspectors to inspect a few barrels 
of oil from a carload, and brand as ‘‘approved” 
and collect pay for inspecting the whole carload. 
One of the statements was that the inspector did 
not test every barre! even when his test showed 
at least three different grades of oil-in the carload. 
The questions were, whether this was an honest 
fulfillment of the law, and whether the public safety 
is thus conserved. The secretary was directed to 
take action for ascertaining. 

SICKNESS CAUSED BY PUTRID MEAT. 

A letter was presented from John Mulvany, M. 
D., surgeon in the British Navy, detailing the 
effects of food rendered unwholesome through putre- 
factive taint. All of the crew of a large merchant 
vessel that put into the Falkland Islands, who ate 
of pork opened on a certain day became ill, and the 
illness continued until the ship was disabled and 
medical assistance was sought for in the Falkland 
Islands. There it was found that not only. the 
pork but the beef was bad, and the meat was con- 
demned by a board of surveying officers. Seven of 
the affected died, and post mortem examination re- 
vealed immense effusion into the preicardium, a 
stench from the brain and congestion at the point 
iptorious in the fourth ventricle, 





of the calamus s« 

with congestion of the jejunum and ilium. Dur- 
ing life the chief symptoms were paralysis of the 
hands and feet, and agonizing pains in the toes; 


uncontrollable sleeplessness, loose bowels, stench 


from the skin, etc. Symptoms entirely ‘sz 
The Board requested Dr. Mulvany to present a 
complete account of the sickness. 
DISEASE OF ANIMAI 


} 


A letter was presented from A. J. Murray, U 
S., Secretary of the State Cattle Commission, re- 





lative to the desirability of collecting statistics ot 
deaths from contagious diseases of animals in all 
parts of the State. This work might properly have 


been done by the State Cattle Commission, if it 
had any funds, but a bill granting them an ap- 
propriation of $500, which was passed by the sen- 
ate was defeated in the house of the present legis- 
lature. 

Letters were also presented relative to Glanders 
in Clinton and in Shiawussee counties. 

SANITARY CONVENTIONS, 


Invitations to hold sanitary conventions during 
the coming winter were accepted from Coldwater 
and Ann Arbor. 

DETROIT BOARD OF HEALTH, 

Dr. Lyster, chairman of the special committee 
of the Board, to devise a plan for a board of 
health for the city of Detroit reported that he had, 
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in consultation with the city attorney and other 
citizens, drawn up a bill providing a practical and 
a scientific board of health for that city, and the 
bill was now before the legislature. 

SANITARY SCIENCE EXAMINATIONS. 

The annual examination of applicants in sanitary 
science will be held Tuesday, July 12, 1881; it was 
voted that the examination should be written and 
that each member should submit 10 questions not 
heretofore asked, and on subjects connected with 
their work as regular committees. Candidates suc- 
cessfully passing the examination will receive cer- 
tificates that they are qualified to act as health 
officers in any city, village, or township in the 
State. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

It was decided to print revised editions of the 
documents on the restriction and prevention of 
each of the three diseases diphtheria, scarlet fever, 
and small pox. Arrangements were also made for 
the translation of these documents into the Hol- 
land and German languages. 

“WINTER CHOLERA,” 

The secretary reported the prevalence of a 
peculiar type of diarrhoea in some portions of the 
State during the past winter. The fact of its 
greater prevalence in the southern proportion of 
the State, and that cases have been reported from 
two State institutions and from towns in the north- 
ern part of the State, dependent upon Chicago and 
southern Michigan for their food supplies, might 
indicate a connection between the sickness and the 
use of oleomargerine, butterine, products of diseased 
pork, or meat, or other food. 

The next regular meeting of the Board will be 
Tuesday, July 12, 1881. 

_ o ai 
Wayne County Medical Society. 


} 


DerroiT, April 6, 1881. 

The Wayne County Medical Society met this 
evening at the office of Dr. Peter Klein. 

The president, Dr. Peter Klein, in the chair. 

Dr. John E, Clark, read a paper on urinary 
abnormalities, of which the following is an ab- 
stract: 

URINARY ABNORMALITIES. 


f obtaining 


The progressive physician desirous « 
an idea of the changes which take place in the 
carefully that 


organs of the body, must observe 
important secretion, the urine. An analysis of it 
will indicate very nearly the qualitative and quanti- 


tative changes of tissue life, and give us in the 
ical deductions, 





place of speculative theories or 
an almost exact science, unerring if properly inter- 
preted, and inyaluable if adequately appreciated. 
I present here a few specimens containing abnor- 
malities for your consideration this evening, 

This specimen forwarded me by Dr. Herbert 
Yemans, of Oxford, when placed upon the slide, 
and under a low power microscope, presents a 
beautiful field for study. You will observe numer- 
ous yellow or dark-reddish colored crystals, in 
shape chiefly modifications of the rhombic plate. 
They are crystals of uric acid, and if found free 
in recently voided urine are an abnormality. They 
may be present from various causes, such as: 
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Ist, The excess of stronger acids 


setting uric acid free. 


presence in 


2nd, An exeess of uric acid eliminated. 

3rd, A lack of alkaline bases. 

Now a 
shows the latter cause to be 


analysis of 
the difficulty. 
treatment I think is sufficiently plain, namely, the 


this specimen 
The 


quantitative 


administration of alkalies. 
This line of treatment should also obtain in cases 


in which the acids is present from excess of 


stronger acids, while oxydizing agents would 


clearly be indicated in case of there being an 


absolute excess of uric acid formed. 
The next specimen, referred to me by Dr. Bro- 
die, is from a diabetic patient, a quantitative analy- 
320 grammes of glu- 


sis showing an excretion of 


cose daily. A peculiarity of this specimen, however, 
is as you perceive its turbidity, ordinarily diabetic 
urine is clear and transparent. 

under a microscope we distin- 
number of small transparent 
drop of acid 
placed change in the 
appearance of the globules, thus eliminating mucous 


Placing a dro 
> 

large 
corpuscles. A 


guished a 
globules or acetic 


upon the slide causes no 
or pus corpuscles. 

The varying sizes of the corpuscles, the lack of 
central border, and the 
absence of color in urine containing so large an 
excess of these globules removes blood from the 


depression, or serrated 


list of contingencies, so that by a process of ex- 
clusion we finally arrive at the decision that we 
have fat cells—in fact the trained eye of the 
microscopist would at once recognize the rounded 
highly refracting granules as oil globules. 

An interesting question arises here: What is the 
condition to which the presence of 
these cells is due? My experience serves to con- 
firm me in the belief that the theories of several 
noted German urinologists denying that entire fat 
globules appear in the urine from fatty degenera- 
tion of the kidney, are worthy serious considera- 


pathological 


tion, and hence the conclusiord I arrive at here is 
the selection of 


account for the 


that a catheter or carelessness in 
a receptacle for the urine will 
globules. 
Dr. Mulheron.—Are not free fat cells found in 
chylous urine? 
Dr. Clark.—An 


chylous urine of tropical countries. 


emulsion of fat is observed in 


what are the 
the absence of entire fat 


Dr. Leonard.—Upon 
theory of 


arguments 
supporting the 
globules based ? 

Dr. Clark.—The fact that the secreting surface 
of the kidney is not implicated in fatty degenera- 
tion. 

Dr. Rouse.—Might there not be rupture of the 
membrane and in this manner fat 
found in the urine? 


globules be 


Dr. Clark.—In some cases of advanced diabetes 
fatty epithelium 
uriniferous would 
such an 


we have degeneration of the 
of the 
scarcely expect 
casts should be 
detect in this specimen. 


tubules, but we 
excess of globules, and 
present, which I am unable to 

I have here a specimen referred to me by Dr. 
Book. Placing a drop on 
crystals of ammonia—magnesia—phosphate 


the slide we observe 
and 
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calcic oxalate. The of these crystals tn 
urine of 48 hours’ standing would not be considered 
pathological, being due to normal chemical changes, 
chemical deposit of 
hours call for con- 
alkaline 
urine when voided, containing crystals of triple 


presence 


neither would an occasional 


crystais in the 24 serious 


sideration, but in this case we have an 


phosphates and calcic oxalate, avery rare occur- 


rence, and which by the supposition 
that the acidity of the is changed in the 
bladder by the presence of mucous and pus where 


I account for 
urine 


the triple prosphates are thrown down and the crys. 
tals of calcic oxalate being insoluble in the alka. 
line urine their presence will thus be accounted 
for. 

Dr. Isaac’ S. Smith reported an interesting case 
of procedentia uteri in the third stage, of long 
standing, in which the covering had 


assumed an appearance almost identical with the 


mucous 


integument. 

Dr. Leonard exhibited a uterine repositor of his 
invention, and manufactured by Tiemann & 
Co., by the aid of which retro-flexion and ante- 
be corrected through a cylindrical 
speculum, if necessary, and without injury to the 
endometrium. 


own 


flexion could 


Drs. Mulheron, Clark and Rouse each reported 
cases of ‘ which had 
been quite prevalent for a few weeks during the 
winter, The opinion of the society regarding 
these cases was that they were of the nature of 
crapulent diarrhoea and due to some meteorological 
affection of the 


‘winter cholera” so called, 


condition, causing a catarrhal 


bowels. 


Adjourned. 


April 21st. 
Klein's office. Dr. Klein, 
Dr. C. J. Lundy reported 
the occurrence of an unusual number of cases of 
herpetic eruption of the eye, the eruption affect- 
ing the conjunctiva, cornea and adjacent integu- 


Society met at Dr. 
president, in the chair. 


ment. 


Dr. Lundy reported also a case of rheumatic 
iritis treated by salicylate of soda internally, and 
the instillation of solution of duboisia, 

excelled that following the 


iodide of 


locally by 
usually 
potassium and the 


The result 


administration of 
alkalies. 


Dr. Clark reported two cases of acute rheuma- 


tism treated by salicylate of soda, one case lasting 


days and the other 19 days. Large doses, 


17 
25 grains every 3 hours, were more beneficial than 


the smaller doses recommended by some and pre- 
viously tried in these cases. 


A number of cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis 
were reported by Drs. Yemans, Brodie and Klein, 
among which there was a large fatality. 

Drs. Wm. Brodie and J. B. Book, were chosen 
delegates to represent the society at the Richmond 
meeting of the American Medical Association May 
3d, and were instructed to extend the hospitalities 
of the society to that body and invite it to hold 


its meeting for 1882 in Detroit. 


J. J. MuLHERON, M. D., Secretary. 


PeTeR Kuen, M. D. President. 








